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GUEST

for this week’s issue of The Alabama Baptist

By Karen Moore, Author, “Prayers from the Heart”

You can change the world today

former Canadian

politician, Jack

Layton, said, “My

friends, love is

better than anger.
Hope is better than fear. Opti-
mism is better than despair. So
let us be loving, hopeful and op-
timistic. And we’ll change the
world.”

I’m reflecting on this attitude
toward change as I consider the
inherent negativity that exists
in our everyday lives and our
political arena. We’ve become
too well acquainted with anger,
with hopelessness and despair.
We’ve imagined the worst in-
stead of cultivating the best.
We’ve allowed our hearts and
minds to wander away from the
ways God wants us to think and
the ways He wants us to care for

one another. We are individu-
ally and collectively the ones
who can make a difference. We

are the ones who
can remind oth-
ers who God is,
and that God still
reigns, and He is
in control. We can
choose to think as
the world suggests,
wandering in the
dark, fearing one
another, or we can
trust that God has

not left us desolate.

We simply have to
pay attention to the

Spirit who leads us forward.

Please pray with me.

of depression and negative at-

titudes. So many people suffer

miseries that never befall them,
worrying about

[ what might be and
[Lord, ] help us to missing what is. |
honor one another ask today that You
would free us from
and forgive our fear and anger and
) deceitful spirits
uncaring thoughts and renew us with
. the power of Your
so that we lovingly Holy Spirit. Help
choose kindness 5 0 emember al
You’ve done in the
in all we do.” past to strengthen

us and guide us.

Give us positive
thoughts as we embrace the
good in others and help us flood
the world with light to over-
come the seeming darkness.

Lord, it feels like so many

people are deceived by a spirit

Let each person who seeks

Your guidance, Your mercy and
Your grace today be encouraged
by all that is still possible. Help
us to do our possibles, while
you do the impossibles. We

are in Your hands from here to
heaven, and we are in this world
together. Thank You for renew-
ing our thoughts, our spirits and
our abilities to do all we can to
bring the power of hope to oth-
ers.

Help us to honor one an-
other and forgive our uncaring
thoughts, so that we lovingly
choose kindness in all we do.

We praise and thank You.

Amen.

(Partial excerpt from my book,
“Prayers from the Heart”)
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aptist leaders across the
nation responded quick-
ly following the July 13
assassination attempt on
former President Donald
J. Trump at a campaign rally in But-
ler, Pennsylvania.

Across the board, leaders re-
quested prayer for the nation as well
as all involved and highlighted the
urgency to unite around the agree-
ment that violence and hatred is not
the preferred path.

‘Remember who we are’

Rick Lance, executive director of
the Alabama Baptist State Board of
Missions, wrote in a Facebook post
that this “is a time for all of us to re-
consider our political discourse and
remember who we are as Ameri-
cans.”

“Christians need to fervently pray
for our country and its leaders,” he
wrote. “We need to turn to the Lord
like never before in our history.”

Brent Leatherwood, president
of the Ethics & Religious Liberty
Commission of the Southern Baptist
Convention, called this incident a
“horrific moment” in a statement
released by the ERLC.

“The reality that this has taken
place tonight should bring us to our
knees,” he said, calling for prayer
for Trump and others impacted by
the shooting that left at least two
people injured and two others,
which included the gunman, dead.

“In a democracy like ours, we
voice our opinions, we passionately

ansnmna R4 SNEWS SPECIAL REPORT ‘

NEWS

press our case, we bravely dissent
and we loudly campaign for our
cause. But we must never cross
the line to harm those we disagree
with,” Leatherwood said.

“Political violence has hurt too
many individuals and taken too
many lives in our history. Now is
the moment for all of us to unite and
bring a swift and universal condem-
nation to this vile act that has no
place whatsoever in America.”

He urged Americans to “pause,
lament this violence and realize how
far we have strayed from our na-
tion’s ideals.”

Seeking the peacemakers
“Let’s commit to praying for our
leaders, those who are willing to
serve in public office and appeal to
our Lord that His reconciling work
would be poured out on this nation

SECRET SERVICE, FBI, ATF AMONG LAW ENFORCEMENT
AGENCIES INVESTIGATING TRUMP RALLY SHOOTING

ABC News screenshot

to overcome the hatred that is so
prevalent in our culture,” Leather-
wood said.

Baptist General Convention of
Texas Executive Director Julio
Guarneri tweeted a prayer on X, the
platform formerly known as Twitter,
the morning after the shooting: “As
we prepare to gather in our houses
of worship, we grieve. Our country,
and the world, has been shaken by
the tragedy that occurred yesterday.

“The violent attack on former
President Trump and the sense-
less loss of lives reminds us of
our divisions and our brokenness.
Regardless of political persuasion,
Your people hold human life sacred
because You do. Any attack on those
made in Your image is a transgres-
sion against You.

“Today may Your gathered people
pray in humility. May we grieve be-

Share online or email news@thealabamabaptist.org

fore You for the state of our world.
May we repent of bitterness, hatred,
malicious talk and pettiness. May
we seek Your forgiveness, experi-
ence Your grace, and desire to be
like You.”

Guarneri continued: “May we
learn to pray for and talk to those
who disagree with us. May Your
people be peacemakers so we can
truly be called the children of God.”

Bart Barber, immediate past
president of the Southern Baptist
Convention, posted a message on
his blog for members of his congre-
gation, FBC Farmersville, asking
them to “pray for our nation.”

“Let us make it clear that this
kind of behavior is unacceptable.
Unlike people in many other places
around the world, we get to speak
by way of our votes,” Barber wrote.

“We live in a nation where our
votes are not coerced, we are not
threatened or intimidated in our
voting, our votes are fairly counted
every time and our country trans-
fers power every time in accord
with the expressed wishes of the
people.”

He urged prayer for Trump “no
matter how you plan to vote in No-
vember.”

“Let us all speak with one voice
saying that this kind of behavior is
WRONG. Let us not contribute to
making things worse, but let us be
the ones summoning what Lincoln
called ‘the better angels of our na-
ture’ in all of those around us,” Bar-
ber wrote. “Let us do all of those
things around our family tables, in
our Sunday School classrooms and
in our presence online.” (Compiled
from news reports)


mailto:news@thealabamabaptist.org

t’s commonplace today to

say we are living in an era

plagued by political, religious

and social unrest. The bar-

rage of headlines continually
erodes our confidence in our na-
tional leadership and unravels the
ties that bind our local communi-
ties together.

Despite the tools we have to
increase mutual engagement, our
society is profoundly disconnected,
and instead of promoting under-
standing, the isolation and compe-
tition these technologies seem to
promote have affected our mental
health.

We recognize all this, but we too
rarely ask why this has come to
pass.

The challenges we face stem
from a fundamental lack of
compassion, empathy and genu-
ine understanding. Social media
platforms, while providing unprec-
edented access to information and
to one another, somehow curb our
ability to conduct respectful, nu-
anced conversations.

While they provide superficial
communication in abundance, we
have lost sight of the importance of
deep, meaningful dialogue.

It’s up to us to invest time and
energy into building relationships
with the neighbors we consider
adversaries and seek to understand
their perspectives. When we make
this shift, our perceived enemies
are suddenly revealed to be friends.

‘You might be right’

Two former Tennessee governors,
Democrat Phil Bredesen and Re-
publican Bill Haslam, who led the
state from 2003 to 2019, have mod-
eled these ideals in their podcast,
“You Might Be Right.” Now in its
fourth season, the show reminds us
of the power of dialogue and mu-
tual respect.

Their conversations, which fea-
ture guests from opposing sides of
a given issue in each episode, are a
call to action on the importance of
finding common ground.

The governors’ friendship offers
a valuable lesson: Respect cannot
be extended without humility. Ar-
rogance or pride have no place in
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.
Current challenges stem from lack of compassion;

neople of faith have answer to heal polarized nation

Why aren’t Americans influenced by Christians?

ome say Christians have
lost their influence because
“fewer Americans believe that
faith in God is relevant” and
“Christians don’t act any differ-
ent than those who aren’t.”
How do we change these per-
ceptions, whether they are real or
imagined?
It all goes back to 2 Chronicles
7:14. Until God’s people “hum-

the equation if progress is the goal.

Only through humility can we
forge connections with our neigh-
bors and tackle the complex chal-
lenges we face together.

When we stop defending our
own viewpoints and earnestly seek
to understand, we discover solu-
tions that have long eluded us and
grow in the process.

But we can’t depend only on our
political leaders to adopt the values
needed to find the path out of bro-
kenness and division. We need to
turn to our faith communities.

Communities of faith are dis-
tinctively (perhaps even divinely)
positioned to demonstrate how to
build solidarity with one another.
From the values taught in Scrip-
ture — humility, respect and love
— we can create spaces in which
groups of people from diverse
backgrounds can come together to
listen, learn and grow.

Putting others’ ideas first is ul-
timately in our own best interest.
Engaging solely with like-minded
people limits our own potential and
hinders our calling to share hope
with our neighbors. As we build
bridges, we invest in a healthier
future for others and ourselves,
mending past wounds and creating
a ripple effect of positive change.

Jon Roebuck, executive director
for the Rev. Charlie Curb Center
for Faith Leadership at Belmont
University, the Christ-centered
school I lead, has cultivated strong
ties with Nashville’s Jewish com-
munity, allowing us to expand our

ble themselves and pray and seek
His face,” nothing will change. It
will only get worse.

Most Americans who reject God
will not be persuaded to “change
their wicked ways” because they see
no need to read the Bible.

What they need is to see Christ at
work among His followers. We are
the only “Jesus” some people will
ever see. If all they ever see is Chris-

knowledge, challenge our assump-
tions and develop a more well-
rounded perspective.

To that end, in February, Rabbi
Mark Schiftan was appointed Bel-
mont’s first Jewish faith student
adviser, a position created from the
groundwork laid by Roebuck and
Schiftan’s friendship. Their work
has been a catalyzing force for var-
ious interfaith initiatives, playing
a pivotal role in fostering mutual
understanding between Jewish and
Christian communities on campus
and throughout the city.

This process, while sometimes
difficult, is essential for fostering
genuine connection in our com-
munity, and it leads to a greater
capacity to love.

The Gospels’ tenets of loving
one’s enemy and neighbor are
central to the Christian faith. Our
commitment to these principles
will enable us to open our doors
wider to help our neighbors, bridge
divides and mend ruptures in our
social fabric.

Bridge-building projects
There are many concrete actions
faith leaders and members of faith
communities can take to facilitate
their own bridge-building.
Interfaith events and dialogues
that bring together members of dif-
ferent faith traditions in a safe and
respectful environment allow for
open and honest sharing. As a first
step, congregations might develop
resources to help their own mem-
bers develop the skills needed for
effective interfaith dialogue.

tians arguing and bickering with
each over, then it is no wonder
they believe that we don’t act any
different than non-Christians.

We need to be intentional in al-
lowing people to see Jesus in and
through us. Then, and only then,
will people begin to repent so
God can truly “heal our land.”

—Lonnie Wilkey

Tennessee’s Baptist & Reflector

Faith communities can collabo-
rate on local service projects that
address shared values and con-
cerns, such as caring for the poor
or promoting social justice. This
allows members to work together
toward common goals and build
relationships and trust.

Fostering community

Having established their own
ties, different faith communities
can organize or support initiatives
in their areas meant to heal and
transform the broader community.
By doing this, faith communities
can create a culture of compassion
and understanding that extends be-
yond their own walls.

While we seek to build bridges
and cultivate understanding, let us
remember the Apostle Paul’s First
Letter to the Corinthians, which re-
minds us that our view of the world
is like a dim reflection in a mirror.

May we approach one another
with compassion, grace and a will-
ingness to listen as we pursue our
convictions to bring about a better
world, share hope with our neigh-
bors and create a society where all
people can thrive.

EDITOR’S NOTE — This opin-
ion piece by L. Gregory Jones was
first published by Religion News
Service on July 9 and is reprinted
with permission. Jones is the
president of Belmont University in
Nashville, Tennessee. Prior to his
appointment at Belmont, he served
as the longtime dean of Duke Di-
vinity School.
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Alabama Baptist Disaster Relief chainsaw crews are hard at work
in Huffman, Texas, after Hurricane Beryl battered the area. They
expect to have received more than 200 work requests at press
time. Teams from Southeast Alabama, Clarke and West Central
Baptist associations have worked to clear trees and debris and will
be joined by crews from Colbert-Lauderdale and Madison Baptist
associations. Visit sbdr.org to find out how you can help. (TAB)

stories

you should know

FBC Montgomery campus
experiences another fire

BC Montgomery’s golf carts

caught fire during the 11 a.m.
worship service July 14, causing a
blaze in the church courtyard.

According to a Facebook post by
pastor Mark Bethea, the fire was
contained quickly and no injuries
were reported. The cause of the fire
wasn’t mentioned.

Bethea wrote that it was an “awe-
some day” at FBC, part of which
was celebrating the 20th anniversary
of the main sanctuary. In September
2021, the sanctuary was set on fire
in an arson attack. The church was
able to gather there again in July
2022.

“Detours, roadblocks, fires and
storms happen every day,” Bethea
wrote in his Facebook post. “We
press onward and upward. We’ve got
more gospel sharing and showing
left to do!” (Grace Thornton)

Jordan’s Arab Woman
Today marks 25 years

labama Baptists are helping
Ruba Abbassi celebrate 25

years of ministry to Arab women
throughout the Middle East.

Baptists recently gathered at
Shades Crest Baptist Church in
Bluff Park to mark the silver anni-
versary and hear from Abbassi, who
founded Arab Women Today. She
addressed the group via Zoom.

“Your involvement in this mile-
stone celebration means a great deal
to us,” Abbassi shared following the
July 6 event. “You have been an in-
tegral part of our journey, and your
unwavering support and commit-
ment have played a significant role
in our achievements.

“AWT’s success over the past
quarter-century is a testament to
the collective efforts of individuals
like you, who have faithfully served
alongside us.” (TAB Media Group)

Persecuted Church

the Christian Colony area of Pakistan’s Punjab
province on a charge of desecrating the Quran.
The arrest came after he and his two siblings
argued about his share of ancestral property.
The news services Christian Daily
International and Morning Star

Turkey’s high court upholds recent
expulsion of nine Christians

ANKARA, Turkey — Turkey’s high court
decided June 7 that the government’s expulsion
of nine foreign Christians did not violate the in-
dividuals’ rights.

While the nine were in the country legally, the
government issued them the “N-82” immigra-
tion code, which does not allow them to stay in
Turkey nor return to it, stated Alliance Defend-
ing Freedom International. The code essentially
deems them “risks to national security.”

The nine can appeal the court decision to the
European Convention on Human Rights.

ADF International said that since 2018, an es-
timated 185 foreign Protestant ministers living
in Turkey either have been made to leave or are
prohibited from reentering the country.

The decision to deport or ban Christian minis-
ters generally results from Turkish intelligence
claiming the individuals threaten national secu-
rity. The information used to make the deci-
sion is withheld from each individual,
explained ADF International. Ay

ADF International has supported e
the legal challenges of the nine B s %
Christians as well as others who "/ g 1
have faced similar situations. e '

Two charged under :
Pakistan’s blasphemy laws N

LAHORE, Pakistan — A sibling
squabble ended with one Christian
charged with blasphemy, while the act of
stepping from a rickshaw netted a blasphemy
charge for another person.

Police arrested Chand Shamaun on June 23 in

""H-'T- : - e

2

News, quoting a source, report that
Shamaun also was charged under
Pakistan’s anti-terrorism act.

In a separate situation, rick-
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"Mons.wikimed?”

shaw driver Dennis Albert has
been jailed since April 27 on
charges under two blasphemy stat-

utes, the news services state.
A passerby claimed to have seen
Albert standing barefoot on pages of the
Quran at a roadside in Lahore.
One of the charges against Albert, a Catholic,
carries a mandatory life sentence.

NEWS ITEMS COMPILED BY THE ALABAMA BAPTIST STAFF



OBITUARIES

LLOYD STOCKMAN

Lloyd Stockman, who recently retired
from Faith Chapel Baptist Church in Mari-
on after 30 years as pastor,
died June 28. He was 82.

Stockman grew up
at Plantersville Baptist
Church, where he was
saved and was in the first
group baptized in the
new church baptistry. He
met his wife, Carolyn, at
Northside Baptist Church, STOCKMAN
Selma, where he was or-
dained as a deacon. He helped start Sum-
merfield Baptist Church, Valley Grande,
and he was licensed to ministry there in
1987 and served as youth minister.

He was ordained as a pastor in 1994 at
Summerfield, by request of Faith Chapel,
where he had become the pastor. Stockman
also worked for 33 years as the director of
distribution and traffic for American Candy
Company in Selma.

Stockman is survived by his wife of 57
years; three children; six grandchildren and
one great-grandchild.

AUTAUGA ASSOCIATION

» A Night of Champions Back to School Bash
featuring Jake Fromm, former University of
Georgia quarterback, will be held at Billingsley
School, Aug. 10, 5-7 p.m. The event is spon-
sored by the Bear Project (a community organi-
zation providing financial support and resources
for youth educational programs) and Billings-
ley-area churches, who are working together to
bring the event to their location for the first time.
For more information, contact 334-467-9347.

BARBOUR ASSOCIATION

» Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, Eufaula,
will celebrate homecoming Aug. 4 at 11 a.m.
Clyde Hancock, who will bring the message,
will retire after serving more than 11 years as
pastor. Special music will be provided by Mar-
sha Hudson and Jason Self, music director at
Corinth Baptist Church, Clayton. Other guests
include Don Hatcher, the association’s mission
strategist. A luncheon will follow the service.
Clyde Hancock is pastor.

BIRMINGHAM METRO ASSOCIATION
» East Gardendale Baptist Church will host
“Never Too Late,” a women’s conference, Aug.
17, 11 a.m.—2 p.m. The event features speaker
Carol Stewart, and a light lunch will be served.

Reserve a spot by Aug. 7 by contacting the
church at 205-608-0889. Mark Barber is pastor.

COLBERT-LAUDERDALE ASSOCIATION

» The former Highland Park Baptist Church,
Muscle Shoals, has rebranded as Redemption
Shoals. Brett Pitman is pastor.

DALE ASSOCIATION
» Matt Gilmore is the new associational
mission strategist of Dale Baptist Association.

He previously served churches in Florida and
Alabama; most recently he served as pastor of

Mount Tabor Baptist Church,
Lakeland, Florida. He holds a
bachelor of arts degree in theol-
ogy from the Baptist College
of Florida (now university),
Graceville; a master of educa-
tion degree from Southeastern
University, Lakeland, Florida;

a master of theological stud-

GILMORE

ies degree from Southwestern
Seminary and a doctor of min-
istry degree in church growth and revitalization
from Southeastern Seminary. He and his wife,
Shauna, have six children.

MONTGOMERY ASSOCIATION

» Jim Botts is the new pastor of Vaughn
Forest Baptist Church, Montgomery. Botts
previously served as lead pastor and missional
pastor in Illinois, Oklahoma, California and
Texas. He holds degrees from several Illinois-
based schools — an associate of arts degree in
Bible from Moody Bible Institute, a bachelor of
arts degree in business management and leader-
ship from Judson University and a master of
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Alabama news

arts degree in evan-
gelism and leader-
ship from Wheaton
College. He also is
pursuing a doctor
of philosophy de-
gree in intercultural
studies from Trinity
Evangelical Divin-
ity School. Botts and his wife, Rose, have three
children and five grandchildren.

SHELBY ASSOCIATION

» First Baptist Church Pelham will host
southern gospel trio New Ground on July 28,
6:30 p.m. Homemade treats and ice cream will
be served after the concert; a love offering will
be collected. Daven Watkins is pastor.

TUSKEGEE LEE ASSOCIATION

» First Baptist Church Opelika will host
the Alabama Singing Men and the Sons of Jubal
of Georgia for the first combined concert Aug.
8, 6 p.m. with an instrumental prelude begin-
ning at 5:30. This marks the final concert for
Tom Smith, who has served for 25 years as the
conductor of Alabama Singing Men. The eve-
ning will include a special recognition of Smith
for his tenure with the group. Smith is the for-
mer chair of the Choral Department at Auburn
University and is currently the minister of music
at Providence Baptist Church, Opelika. Jon
Duncan has served for more than 20 years as
conductor of the Sons of Jubal. An offering will
be taken to support the missions work of these
two nonprofit music ministries. Jeff Meyers is
pastor.

Photo courtesy of Jim Botts

Alabama Association of Baptist Secretaries changes name

fter 63 years as the Alabama Association

of Baptist Secretaries, the group voted
earlier this year to change its name to “better
represent who we are.”

play in the ministry of our churches and asso-
ciations and the Alabama Baptist State Board
of Missions.”

Bible said the name is the

The name Alabama Associa-
tion of Baptist Ministry Assis-
tants reflects the fact that over
time, many churches around
the state have switched to use
the title “ministry assistant”
rather than secretary, said Sara
Bible, AABMA president and
ministry assistant at First Bap-
tist Church Demopolis.

Changing the group’s name to AABMA “also
better represents us because we truly are in
ministry,” she said. “We have a vital role we

only aspect of AABMA that’s
changing — “we are just
e simply growing and helping
people better understand who
we are.”

“The organization still has
the same heartbeat; our lead-
ership still has the same goal
in mind,” she said. “We still
want to love and support our
ministry assistants. The conference is still there
to do its job. We just want to better represent
who we are now.” (Grace Thornton)

Facebook photo

ALABAMA NEWS ITEMS COMPILED BY KRISTI ENT AND DEBBIE CAMPBELL
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Something always
comes first.

At Boyce College,
it’s Faith in Christ.

Who you will be is shaped

by what is prioritized. At

Boyce College in Louisville,

Kentucky, faith in Christ -

always comes first. Our _ ,ﬁ

students are taught how

while being equipped for
career and ministry success
wherever God leads.

to keep their Faith First % ‘K\

You can experience
Faith First firsthand
at Boyce College
Preview Weekend,
October 17-18, 2024.

Register now to reserve
2 nights of hotel
accommodations and
meals for only $25!

BOYCE COLLEGE.COM/ALABAMA
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Life shaping

BY ERIN ROACH ¢« THE ALABAMA BAPTIST

Developing virtues in college students deserves attention, prof says

n a day when college stu-

dents tend to lack a sense of

community and are confused

about their own values, a

counseling professor says
educators and church leaders should
recommit to developing virtues in
students.

“There are serious doubts about
their personal worth,” noted Se-
lin Philip, associate professor of
counseling at Colorado Christian
University.

“There is absence of meaning and
purpose. For instance, they don’t
have a larger cause or a purpose that
they can work toward. Very few are
religious or have a belief system.”

Some struggle to find meaning
beyond earning a degree, Philip
added, and some don’t even know
how the degrees they seek should
fit into the rest of their lives. More-
over, the culture at large has grown
bitterly divisive, and people are
shrinking back
from commu-
nity involvement at
higher rates.

“College stu-
dents need to learn
how to think criti-
cally and find what
is truth and talk
respectfully about
some of these cru-
cial topics,” said Philip, who also
directs the Ph.D. in counselor edu-
cation and supervision program at
CCU.

PHILIP

Shaping character

For centuries, education was in-
tended to shape character.

“Across cultures, we see from
ancient Greece until the late 19th
century, the main goal of education
was to make people better people,”
Philip explained. “We look at fa-
mous thinkers like Plato, Aristotle
and Kant. They believed that educa-

tion should teach morals and values
to create virtuous citizens.”
The Greek educator Isocrates “de-

fined an educated person as some-
one who manages daily life well,”
Philip said, “someone

shifted more toward academics.
Over time, an emphasis on not of-
fending others with one’s beliefs
has led to college students who are
afraid to believe.

As educators con-

who makes good de- “College students  sider intentionally
cisions, someone who developing virtues in
shows qualities like need to learn how to students, Philip rec-
decency, honor, brav- . . ommended modeling
ery and humility.” think critically and  such behavior.

“An educated per- . . “We do believe in
son reflects not just find what is truth modeling virtuous
intellectual knowl- d talk full behavior in front of
edge, but that person and talk r esPeCt Ully our students so they
reflects good moral will not feel that we
values and virtues and about some of these are teaching some-
character. Basically, . S thing that we are
we need to develop crucial top ICS. not practicing,” she
better people on col- Selin Philip, said of CCU. In her

lege campuses.”

Meaning and pur-
pose directly impact
virtues, Philip noted,
because positive traits
are developed in part through mean-
ingful experiences.

The decline in teaching morals
began in the mid-20th century in
America, she added, as the focus

associate professor
of counseling, Colorado
Christian University

classes, Philip empha-
sizes three kinds of
patience: with God,
neighbor and self.
“Leaders have a
huge responsibility to consistently
demonstrate the virtues they wish
to instill in the younger generation,”
Philip asserted. “That can be integ-
rity, patience, compassion, honesty,

— 4
Photo by cookie_studio on Freepik

humility and resilience. What I’'m
seeing is that this generation is
looking for people who are honest,
people who live their truth. They
cannot tolerate people who lead
double lives.”

Influence today

Some who have best influenced
her own high schoolers have been
college students at church who are
living godly lives and can teach
those coming behind them how to
behave when they go to college,
Philip said. She urged pastors to
create opportunities for mentorship
when possible.

“Some people say that these
young people are tomorrow’s lead-
ers, but I believe they are leaders
today,” she said. “Every day, if we
work with them with humility and
patience, that is going to impact the
current society. As they grow, they
are going to take what they have
learned today toward the future.

“It is not just about building a
generation for tomorrow. It is about
building a generation for today.”

America needs people with strong
virtues, and educators and other
leaders can play a crucial role if
they are intentional, Philip added.

“We need a young generation
who [doesn’t] get offended so eas-
ily, who face it with strength, cour-
age and humility and ask questions
and are filled with gratitude and
thankfulness for the opportuni-
ties that are in front of them,” she
explained. “For this to happen, we
also need the older generation to
create a supportive space where the
young can ask questions, respond
with humility and mentor them with
patience.”

One resource Philip recom-
mended is Veritas Forum, an online
community helping scholars engage
in “charitable, life-shaping conver-
sations.”
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Student aid

BY MARY SELL ¢ ALABAMA DAILY NEWS

Education groups still trying to counter low FAFSA numbers

ignificantly fewer Alabama  Daily News. The new forms were ships and other aid, so filling it out ~ the application glitch isn’t just im-
high school seniors filled announced last year. opens more possibilities to students, pacting high school seniors.

out the federal application “While the new Federal applica- Purcell previously said. “Current college students are also
for student aid this year tion was touted as being simpler The Associated Press re-  having difficulty with completing

than in previous years and,  than prior versions, the delay
even though school is out, education  in starting the FAFSA appli-
officials are still trying to reach grad- cation process [in] January
uates and boost application numbers. rather than October ... has
“The U.S. Department of Educa-  discouraged many students,”

ported last month that a se-  their financial aid applications,”
ries of blunders by the Edu-  Purcell said. “Many colleges and
cation Department made the universities are reporting that many
application process harder current students have yet to secure
than ever, delaying college  financial aid to continue their col-

tion’s horrific rollout of the new Purcell said. “And many decisions by months and lege. Uncertainty in the financial aid
(Free Application for Federal Stu- students received inaccurate raising fears that hundreds process this year has made it diffi-
dent Aid) significantly impacted award letters because of se- of thousands of students will cult for both students and campuses
the number of high seniors across rious glitches in the software forgo college entirely. as they make plans for the upcoming
the country that have completed the  that determined eligibility The Alabama State Board ~ year.”

FAFSA,” Jim Purcell, executive di-  and award amounts.” of Education in 2021 began

rector of the Alabama Commission Besides federal loans, FAFSA is  requiring graduating high school EDITOR’S NOTE — This story is
on Higher Education, told Alabama  used as a basis for many scholar- students to complete the FAFSA, but  reprinted with permission.

Experience the

Beeson Difference

Join a community committed to serving the Lord and His church.

Samford University
B Beeson Divinity School
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ne of the biggest fears

associated with pursu-

ing a college degree —

for both students and

parents — is getting
overwhelmed by student loans. But
learning how to properly manage
income and debt can help students
take ownership of their education
and begin stewarding their finances
wisely.

Zach Bruketta, financial aid direc-
tor at New Orleans Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, advises students to
“do what you can to learn how your
loan works first.”

“Learn the difference between
principal amount and interest rate.
Be mindful that when you take out a
loan, interest is going to compound
on that loan. You’re paying some-
thing outside of what you actually
borrowed,” he said.

Quickly adds up

Many students take out loans
without realizing how quickly inter-
est can add up, especially after grad-
uation. Ideally, you should spend
time educating yourself on these
financial principles before you take
out any student loans.

Being well informed will help you
better structure your loans and tailor
them to fit your academic goals and
career plans. It will also allow you
to plan ahead and begin budgeting in
order to pay off your student debt in
a timely manner.

A great resource for learning
about your loans is the “Federal Stu-
dent Aid” website. It offers insight
into the different types of student
loans, and it helps students make

Photo by wirestock on Freepik

Tips for establishing a healthy financial foundation in college

responsible investments in their edu-
cation.

One valuable tip included there is
to “think about how the amount of
your loans will affect your future fi-
nances and how much you can afford
to repay. Your student loan payments
should be only a small percentage
of your salary after you graduate, so
it’s important not to

valuable opportunities in your per-
sonal and professional life, as well
as in your ministry and the Kingdom
commitments you’re able to make.
“Jesus was not silent about how
we steward the gifts and the talents
and the treasures that we have,”
Bruketta said. “And so I would say
don’t overlook or neglect to bring
those things to the

borrow more than 7 Lord,” especially by
you need for your Your student loan praying for His wis-
school-related ex- p ayments should be dom and provision

penses.”

Once you take out - only a small percentage

student loans, paying

in your finances.
School loans
aren’t the only

them off promptly of your salary after ~ source of debt stu-
should be a top pri- dents rplght encoun-
ority. “The longer you graduate_ 7 ter during their col-

you hold onto [stu-
dent debt], the more
money you’ll pay in
the long run,” Bruke-
tta cautioned.

He recommends
students prioritize paying off their
debt when budgeting for expenses,
even if it means “making some sac-
rifices for a time.” This may look
like sitting down and assessing your
spending patterns in order to find ar-
eas you can cut back on for a season.

“If there’s an extra source of in-
come or unexpected gifts that you
receive, I would say loan debt would
be on the highest priority list for
where that might go,” he said.

Paying off debt responsibly may
feel restrictive in the moment, but
it’s absolutely an investment worth
making. Establishing a healthy finan-
cial foundation and working toward
being debt-free can afford you in-

Zach Bruketta
financial aid director
New Orleans Seminary

lege career.

When budgeting
for college, you have
to consider the best
way to handle out-
of-pocket expenses.
Many students decide to apply for
their first credit cards when they
start their education, sometimes with
the express goal of building healthy
credit. Unfortunately, many students
fail to educate themselves on the ins
and outs of credit usage beforehand,
leading to unforeseen expenses and a
credit rating left worse for wear.

Credit card balances

In 2023, a U.S. News & World Re-
port survey found that 52.7% of col-
lege students polled owned a credit
card in their own name. Of those
students, only around 20% were able
to use their credit cards without ac-
cumulating debt.

Just like student loans, credit card

Future
finances

BY LINNIE RUSSELL ¢ THE ALABAMA BAPTIST

debt accrues interest over time. The
longer you take to pay back your
debt, the steeper that cost will grow.

Carrying a balance on your credit
card from month to month also low-
ers your credit score, so college
students interested in building credit
must be prepared for the responsibil-
ity of paying off their credit card bal-
ance in full each month.

How much you spend

It also matters how much you
spend. According to the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau, “Credit
scoring models look at how close
you are to being ‘maxed out.”” Ideal-
ly, they say your credit usage should
stay below 30% of your total credit
limit.

Students with credit cards should
be careful to create a budget and
track their spending to ensure they
keep their balance low and pay it off
each month. In the event a balance is
carried over from one month to the
next, financial advisors say it is best
to stop using that credit card until it
is paid in full.

It’s important for students to re-
member that managing their student
loan debt and staying up to date on
payments will also help them build
a healthy credit score. So for some,
it’s best to simply wait on getting a
credit card if possible.

With or without credit, it tends to
be most vital for students to focus on
finding one or more part-time jobs
in order to pay for out-of-pocket ex-
penses. Sometimes, simply gaining
work experience and budgeting care-
fully are the biggest investments you
can make toward your future.
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Cost-benefit

analysis

BY LINNIE RUSSELL « THE ALABAMA BAPTIST

What are the best ways for proactive college students to limit their reliance on loans?

esponsible debt man-

agement begins before

you take out a single

loan. When planning

for your college educa-
tion, it’s important to first get to
know your options and count the
cost.

Prospective college students
should carefully consider what their
academic goals and career plans
might be. Then they can weigh the
value of their education against the
cost of attending a specific univer-
sity.

A useful tool for carrying out this
cost-benefit analysis is the U.S. De-
partment of Labor’s Occupational
Outlook Handbook. It showcases
the average salary, required educa-
tion level and projected future de-
mand for different jobs.

Knowing how much you’re likely
to earn in your career field can help
you determine how much debt you
can afford to take on, how long
you’ll be in school and the best way
to structure your student loans. This
information can be a huge help in
deciding where to attend college.

Aspiring students should also
learn about all the ways they can
fund their college career without
relying on loans.

Scholarships

Marie Batson, associate vice
president for financial aid at the
University of Mobile, said students
should look out for opportunities.
Academic, athletic and artistic mer-
it scholarships can help you cover
the cost of tuition.

Most universities offer institu-
tional or foundation scholarships
to future and current students, but
many nonprofit organizations,
private businesses, community as-
sociations, government programs,
foundations and employers offer
outside scholarships.

High school students can talk
with their parents about employer-
based scholarships and with their
school counselors about local,
statewide and national opportuni-
ties. These include faith-based and
denominational scholarships like
those offered by The Baptist Foun-
dation of Alabama and Woman’s
Missionary Union Foundation.

“There are so many scholarships
out there that students don’t real-
ize,” Batson said.

To help fill in gaps, work-study

Photo rawpixel.com on Freepik

programs can provide both need-
based support and valuable on-the-
job experience.

When planning for college, stu-
dents who feel called to vocational
ministry or the missions field will
have special considerations to keep
in mind.

Ministry and missions

Zach Bruketta, financial aid di-
rector at New Orleans Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, outlined several
ways excessive debt can complicate
ministry and missions. Student
loans can keep missionaries waiting
longer to join the field, and they of-
ten limit where pastors and ministry
leaders can afford to serve.

“When you sit underneath any
type of debt,” Bruketta explained,
“there’s always a part of your life

that’s going to be restricted by
that.”

But many missions and ministry
positions require a seminary degree
in addition to an undergraduate de-
gree.

Daniel Atkins, senior pastor of
Taylor Road Baptist Church in
Montgomery and a trustee of Gate-
way Seminary, offers seminary-
minded students some practical
advice.

“I would recommend the student
really pray about getting a degree
in something other than ministry”
prior to seminary, Atkins said.

Many young ministers find them-
selves called to bivocational or part-
time positions early in their minis-
try. A secular vocation can provide
“something they can financially fall
back on.”

Another option is to earn a
ministry-focused undergraduate
degree at a seminary. Atkins noted
that “five out of the six seminaries
in our Southern Baptist Conven-
tion” include undergraduate institu-
tions, like Leavell College at New
Orleans Seminary. Students can get
both their bachelor’s and master’s
degrees over the course of a six-
year program rather than the normal
eight years of schooling. This can
cut back significantly on costs and
reduce the need for student loans.

Southern Baptist Convention
seminaries are a uniquely afford-
able option for Southern Baptist
church members in good standing,
as half of their education costs are
already covered by the Cooperative
Program.
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‘Child of God’

BY TRACY RIGGS FRONTZ  THE ALABAMA BAPTIST

God leads former pro pitcher to identity in Christ after journey of setbacks

hen Paul Bush, a
former professional
baseball pitcher,
dealt with injuries
that ended what

could have been a five- or six-year
career, he had an identity crisis and a
major pity party before returning to
his faith.

“It was really hard to deal with
that because it was a lot of “What did
I do to deserve this?’ I deserved to
have my dream come true because I
worked hard,” he recalled.

Bush’s baseball dream began at

about 6 years old. Seeing former
New York Yankees first baseman Don
Mattingly hit a grand slam and hear-
ing the crowd’s reaction, he knew he
wanted that for himself.

He started T-ball the next year.

High school standout

Bush became a standout in high
school and his freshman year in col-
lege. Then in his sophomore year he
stalled.

Advanced training and mental ex-
ercises with a new coach helped him
progress from his former top pitch-
ing speed of 89 mph to 95 mph. As

=== The College at
P Southeastern

90 mph was the beginning point for
professional pitchers, it began to look
like his dream might become a reality.

Drafted in the 24th round by the At-
lanta Braves for the 2002 season, with
a $1,000 bonus and $800 per month
salary in his contract, he left for mini-
camp. There he saw the others’ talent
and realized that to stand out, he had
to “work harder and be better.”

Over the next few years, he
bounced around the different levels
of MLB. At times he didn’t take
it seriously and had to work to get
back in shape. Once a muscle pull

At The College at Southeastern,
you don't have to choose between
a quality education and your
Christian convictions.

LEARN MORE AT COLLEGEATSOUTHEASTERN.COM

caused him to drop down a level.
However, Bush progressed each
year and in 2005, he made it to a Dou-
ble-A team and was chosen for the
Arizona Fall League, a top prospect
league. In 2007, Bush was invited to
join major league spring training. He
had a 1.7 ERA and was pitching real-
ly well. His performance review at the
end of training camp was promising.
“I talked to Bobby Cox and he
said, “We’re going to send you back
to Triple-A, but we like the way you
threw the ball. You’ll probably be
one of the first guys we bring up if

we need somebody. Stay ready.”

Another setback, injuring his arm
that May, meant surgery and a year of
recovery. Bush was raised in a South-
ern Baptist church and was saved at
15 years old, but only being required
to complete one hour a day of reha-
bilitation left a lot of time for partying
and drinking.

His low point came at the end of
that year when he watched his former

team play for the Triple-A champion-
ship on ESPN, and he drank an entire
bottle of rum to deal with the pain of
not being able to compete.

Battling back

Bush had major decisions to make
in 2008. After being released from the
Braves organization, he talked with
his pastor and decided he wasn’t fin-
ished with baseball. He knew he had
to focus on it instead of partying.

. Photo courtesy of Tom Priddy

He fought his way back and pitched
five games in the 2009 season before
breaking his arm and needing more
surgery. Thinking it was the end, he
was still signed by the Yankees in
20009.

After once again battling his way
back, Bush developed bone spurs and
needed a third surgery. At that point,
there was no fighting back. He was
done.

However, he remembered the quote,
“Do not let your happiness depend on
something you may lose.”

“Baseball could be taken away from
me. Any of these other things, like if |
have a bunch of money, can be taken
away from me. But the only thing that
can’t be taken away from me is my
salvation.

“I was 31 years old, so it wasn’t
like my life was over. I was still
young enough. I knew baseball
wasn’t always going to be my career.
It wasn’t always going to be my job,”
he said.

Bush got married and graduated
college with a business degree, want-
ing to coach college baseball. He ap-
plied to more than 100 schools and
got only one interview. The next sea-
son had the same result.

It was a Sunday School friend, the
district executive for the financial ser-
vices company BBVA, who asked if
he might want to go into finance.

“I’m pretty good with numbers and
I like to talk to people, so yes, I'll
give it a shot,” Bush told him.

“For some reason, I took to it like a
fish to water.”

Church life

This led to a career that he loves,
helping people with investments at
Raymond James, an investment bank-
ing company. He attends Meadow
Brook Baptist Church in Birmingham,
where he is on the praise and worship
team and teaches a class on finances.
He and his wife have two daughters.

“It got easy to see God’s hand in
my life through all the things that I
thought were bad — how they ended
up being part of God’s will,” Bush
said. “I’ve been able to trust that be-
cause I’ve seen it in my own life.

“He is always there, always con-
stant, always consistent. I can always
rely on Him. He always has the best
intentions for me.

“My identity is not what I do; it’s
who I am — and that’s a child of
God.”
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Sense of

urpose

BY TOMMY ELLISON  SPECIAL TO TAB MEDIA GROUP

Magician David Garrard conjures spiritual

reflection at Auburn’s baseball chapel

n a captivating blend of magic
and message, retired Southern
Baptist minister and magi-
cian David Garrard recently
mesmerized the audience at
the Auburn University “Baseball
Chapel.”
Garrard urged players to embrace
a deeper connection with their faith
as he performed illusions and other
feats.
Scott Shepherd, Auburn Baseball

chaplain and local representative of
Athletes in Action, welcomed Gar-
rard as the special guest for the team
breakfast.

He transitioned from spellbinding
tricks to heartfelt challenges, en-
couraging the players to place God
at the forefront of their lives.

Garrard’s May 5 performance
proved to be more than just enter-
tainment.

Through his illusions, he empha-

FOR PASTORS

a1l

sized the importance of spiritual
grounding and encouraged attendees
to reflect on their faith. Designed to
leave an indelible mark on all those
present, Garrard sought to ignite a
renewed sense of purpose and com-
mitment among the players.

Looking ahead, the Louisville,
Kentucky-based Garrard continues
to spread his magic and messages of
hope and inspiration.

On Jan. 26, 2025, Garrard returns

BAPTIST
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NEW ORLEANS
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Photo courtesy of David Garrard

to Alabama to headline the Magic
Moments Magic Show fundraiser
for the wish-granting organization
— a charity serving the local com-
munity in Alabama. This event is
expected by organizers to be both an
evening of wonder and goodwill.

Scheduled for April 1, 2025 (April
Fool’s Day), Garrard returns to
Samford University, his alma mater,
where he will deliver a full evening
show of magic and illusion.

‘ JON LEAVELL
%> COLLEGE
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Community

BY TUCKER MASSEY  THE ALABAMA BAPTIST

Alabama baseball players part of 25th season for Bethesda Big Train team

fter 25 seasons,

Bethesda Community

Base Ball Club still

lives up to its name

and original vision —
baseball is being used to inspire,
develop and maintain a love among
players and fans, and it brings to-
gether and builds their community
in the process.

Alabama baseball players — Sam
Mitchell, Jonathan Stevens (an Ala-
bama Baptist) and Luke Vaughn —
are currently experiencing that com-
munity as part of the summer league
in the area. The teams are made up
of college players from across the
nation.

In 1995, Bruce Adams had a vi-
sion that would combine baseball
and philanthropy — an idea that
would benefit both college play-
ers looking for
a place to keep
playing through-
out the summer
and children’s
teams in need of a
field to play on.

Adams took
his idea to John
Ourisman, a busi-
ness leader who
could help fund
Adams’ newfound
dream. The two
began working to-
gether closely and
established the
Bethesda Com-
munity Base Ball
Club, baseball
being split in two words as it was in
the 19th century, according to the
club’s website.

Eventually, the duo, along with
the help of others, raised enough
money to construct Shirley Povich
Field — named for a prominent
sportswriter in the mid-20th century
— in Cabin John Regional Park in

"THESD!

Photo by Susan Stevens/The Alabama Baptist
University of Alabama baseball
players — (I to r) Luke Vaughn, Sam
Mitchell and Jonathan Stevens are
spending the summer as part of
Bethesda’s Big Train team.

Bethesda, Maryland, an unincorpo-
rated area just outside of Washing-
ton, D.C.

Bethesda’s home team soon be-
came known at Big Train, a homage
to another legendary sports figure,
Walter Johnson, who pitched for the
Washington Senators for more than
20 seasons. Johnson’s grandson,
Hank Thomas, was Big Train’s first
general manager when the league
held its first season in 1999.

Vision for youth sports

Twenty-five years later, Adams’
vision for a college level summer
league that raised money for youth
sports facilities is not lost.

“We didn’t create this to have
summer college baseball,” Adams
said. “We created this as a vehicle to
raise money to fix fields for kids.”

Adams said
the organization
raised more than
$500,000 dollars
in its first 13 years
and has construct-
ed quality baseball
fields throughout
Montgomery
 County — where
Bethesda is locat-
ed — and in other
cities and towns
near D.C.

Adams said an
added advantage
in the college
summer league is
that it could spark
a child’s initial in-
terest in the sport and inspire them.

He said the club draws crowds of
anywhere from 500 to 900, and at-
tendance often depends on the day
of the week and how many games in
a row they’re playing.

Nonetheless, it is a community-
based experience that many have
lauded as a small-town atmosphere
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Bethesda Big Train players participate in a food drive in the area.

despite being less than 10 miles
away from the nation’s capital.

“Maybe my favorite quote in all
our 25 years is [from] a friend of
John [Ourisman’s] who came up
to him in either the first or second
summer, and he said, ‘John, when
I come to Povich Field, I feel like
I live in a small town,”” Adams re-
called. “Well, that’s a big deal. All
these big, busy people who work a
zillion hours have a place to go that
feels like a small town.”

The community atmosphere has
been key in BCBBC'’s success. The
field serves as a sort of escape from
the hustle and bustle of D.C. life and
brings people together in ways that
Adams never imagined a quarter of
a century ago.

‘We like being together’
John Daniel is a loyal Big Train

fan — he has missed very few home
games in the organization’s 25 years
— and is originally from Clayton,
Alabama. He has bought season
tickets each year since 1999.
“[BCBBC] is community-based,

volunteer and nonprofit — every
community should have something
like it,” Daniel said. “[BCBBC] is a
delight. ... It has tremendous com-
munity support, and for the June-
teenth celebration, there were 921
people here.”

He said for 25 nights each sum-
mer — the duration of each summer
season — they nearly fill up the sta-
dium. He said this clearly illustrated
the deep support the organization
receives from the community.

“[The support] is only in part
because it’s baseball,” Daniel said.
“We all like baseball. But also, we
like being together.”

The community is bigger than just
Bethesda, Daniel said.

As each player from wherever
they’ve traveled from settles into
their host home, a larger community
is woven together as the players,
their families, their host homes and
the fans get to know one another,
and the community of Big Train
baseball becomes something that ex-
tends far beyond the unincorporated
town of Bethesda.
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Transition

BY GRACE THORNTON « THE ALABAMA BAPTIST

Elmore, Guin churches demonstrate mentoring the next leader right in the pews

obert Mullins said with

the large number of

retiring ministers ver-

sus the small number

of young pastors rising
up to take their place, “we’re in big
trouble.” But he wonders if the an-
swer might just be in each church’s
OWN Pews.

“I think it should be an option to
find that pastor within your congre-
gation,” he said.

Mullins saw that happen recently
in his own church — Crossroads
Community Church in Elmore. After
11 years as the church’s pastor, he
stepped away in September 2023 to
become executive director of Madi-
son Baptist Association.

And on March 17, Mullins
preached the installment sermon for
Crossroads’ new pastor — Brandon
Wilemon, who for the past two years
has served as the church’s associate
pastor of students and discipleship.

The two have known each other
for more than 20 years, ever since
Wilemon was on a ministry team
that Mullins was leading at a Super
Summer camp at Mississippi Col-
lege. After meeting at conferences
occasionally over the years, they
reconnected in 2015 and “rebooted”
their friendship, Mullins said. Then
in 2022, Crossroads called Wilemon
to its staff.

A good fit

“He was the perfect person to
come in and begin his pastoral min-
istry,” Mullins said. “I was mentor-
ing him, and we made sure he was
able to preach ... and teach, to let
him flex his muscles as much as he
could, and he nailed it.”

Mullins said Scripture models
transition through mentorship, such
as when Moses passes the baton to
Joshua.

“I think we are so traditional in
our mindsets that we have put to-

Facebook photo

Brandon Wilemon (center left) and family are prayed for after his church,
Crossroads Community Church in EImore, voted Wilemon in as pastor.

gether this pastoral search process
that is so strict in nature, but some-
times what we need most is to pray
and walk in the Spirit and He will
lead us to the person He has for us,”
Mullins said.

Wilemon said
for him, in addi-
tion to the built-in
mentorship, a
helpful dynamic
of the transition
was that he al-
ready knew the
church’s vision
and “already
knew the people
and their heart.”

“People have
asked me if I feel
different now
that I’m the lead
pastor, and I say
that I've changed offices, but I've
been leading like this for a while,”
he said.

Crossroads was home before Wi-
lemon became the pastor, and that’s

Photo courtsy of Robert Mullins
Brandon Wilemon (left) and Robert
Mullins (right) stop for a photo after

the March 17 service in which Mullins
preached Wilemon'’s installation message.

made him even more “eager to em-
bark on this journey,” he said.

Zane Miles said similar things
about his transition to become pastor
of First Baptist Church Guin.

A decade ago,
L | he left his job as
‘W Guin’s parks and
recreation direc-
tor to come on
staff at the church
~ | as associate pas-
- 7| tor and student

" | minister.

“I moved my
| office the three

| blocks from
the park to the
church,” Miles
said.

Since then,
he’s had some
opportunities to
leave and take pastoral roles at other
churches, but he talked with then-
pastor Kenny Hatcher and told him
that he felt led to stay in Guin.

Hatcher thought that was the

|

perfect opportunity for an internal
transition.

“For three years, only we knew
about it,” Miles said. “In November
2022, we started having conversa-
tions that he was ready to transition
out of being the pastor, and we got
a team together and started working
through a transition process.”

‘Learning curve’

In May 2023, the church voted for
the transition to happen, and on Jan.
1, 2024, Miles and Hatcher switched
places. Hatcher is now associate
pastor and senior adult minister.

“I think the greatest benefit is that
you don’t really have that learning
curve of going to a new place and
learning the congregation,” Miles
said. “You’re able to jump in — you
know the heart of your people, you
know what the mission is, you know
your community. You’re able