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Facebook scams on the rise: Tips for spotting fraudulent posts online

By Carrie Brown McWhorter

The Alabama Baptist

“Hello guys, we are clearing out
items from my Cousin house (he got
moved to aged care) and he is no
longer in need of these items and he
is glad to have the extra money for
other expenses on coming holidays.
We have a truck and can deliver at
a small extra fee. Send a Dm if in-
terested in any item. FIRST COME
FIRST SERVE BASIS!

“If you pay a deposit now, I won’t
open talk with anyone else about it

f you’ve recently seen a
Facebook post offering unbe-
lievable deals on cars, tools,
appliances and other items,
beware — the post is likely a
scammer trying to lure people into
sending money they’ll never get
back.
The posts may read something like
this actual post from a scammer:

and mark it sold on your name. So
when I’'m home, you can come and
check it. If you like it, you will pay
the balance and take it, if you don’t,
I will refund the deposit you paid.”

Items for sale

These posts will then list several
items for sale, usually cars, tractors,
ATVs, refrigerators, furniture and
sometimes pets. The post will likely
sound like an estate sale listing and

play on emotion, as in the example
above. In reality, it is all a scam.

In some cases, fraudsters have
created a clone of a real person’s ac-
count and are pretending to be that
person. In other cases, criminals
have hacked the account, gaining
access to emails, passwords, friends
lists and other personal information,
and are using this information to get
people to send money.

(See ‘If it sounds,” page 6)

SPOTLIGHT SPONSOR ...

Reliable Signs — A full-service, Alabama-based sign company,

including design, manufacturing, installation and service
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Bibles needed

Partners in developing countries grateful for donations

based warehouse for Love Packages

and shown in the photo on the right, has
countless stories to share about how lives
are being changed. If you walk with him
through the warehouse in Decatur, then he
can’t help but tell you about the latest ones
he’s heard.

Love Packages, which is headquartered in
Illinois, collects donations of Bibles, Chris-
tian books, Sunday School materials and
more and ships them to distributors in port
cities all over the world.

The effort puts roughly 2,000 tons of

Jason Jenkins, director of the Alabama-

---ﬂ! el B =5 e m

PACKAGES

A — ] JESEET II‘I-H—I_-«- miE=m——
‘—----——_—. |

! Our Business is Filling Eager Hands with the Word of God '

www.lovepackages, org

recycled gospel literature on the missions
field each year, and Alabama Baptists are

among the most consistent donors.

Jenkins sends his gratitude to all who are
donating and mentioned the need for more

Bibles and volunteers.

For more information, visit lovepackages.

org or call 256-355-3004. (TAB)

Ministering to those caught in addiction,
discipling those recovering from addiction

AB Media Group is partner-
ing with Unforsaken Min-
istry, which walks with those

seeking recovery from addiction,

to develop a resource for all
churches to use in helping those
struggling with addiction as well
as know how to integrate those
in recovery into church life.

Compiling list

The resource will include list-
ings of and recommendations for
faith-based treatment centers that

have a proven success rate as well as
steps for how to proceed related to
assistance.

For instance, since discipling
can really only occur in the recov-
ery phase, ministering to someone
caught in addiction begins with
encouraging them to seek treatment
and even building a relationship with
them while they are in treatment.

Unforsaken can help with these
steps. Learn more at unforsakenmin-
istry.org.

Reach out to Glenn Sandifer at

glenn @unforsakenministry.org or
205-246-2030.

We also need your help in de-
veloping the resource that will be
made available to all churches.

Share with us your current min-
istry efforts in this area and what
you’ve learned.

Also, share what questions you
have as well as any recommenda-
tions for rehabilitation centers.

Send your information to
support@thealabamabaptist.org.
(The Alabama Baptist)

The Alabama Baptist

“If ye continue in My word, then ...
ye shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free.” John 8:31-32
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TAB Media Group
among top in nation

The newspapers, online content and other media
offerings produced by TAB Media Group continue
to be honored among the top in the nation in
the Christian market and in the state’s general
market. Best in Class, Awards of Excellence and
other top awards have been earned by team
members every year for nearly 30 years.
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The crossword puzzle
can be found on page 17.
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Help us help you stay connected to each other, ways to serve

aking connections
between a need
and a solution
always fills our
hearts. We love
the opportunity to partner with so
many fellow believers ministering
and serving in various capacities.

You’ve likely noticed that “con-
necting” is actually a third of our
purpose — Informing. Inspiring.
Connecting. — and appears on
the front page of each edition of
The Alabama Baptist.

In this one edition of the pa-
per, you’ll find references to our
church partners, associational
partners and State Board of Mis-
sions partners. You’ll also see
the Alabama Baptist Children’s
Homes & Family Ministries, the
University of Mobile, Samford
University, Disaster Relief, WMU
and Lifeway Christian Resources.

Next to me on pages 2 and 3
are opportunities to connect with
more of our partners — Love
Packages for sharing Bibles and
Christian literature, Unforsaken
Ministry for helping those strug-
gling with addiction and Counter
Threat Group to work on keeping
our churches safe.

These are only a few of our
ministry partners, but by engag-

ing with The Alabama Baptist
consistently you’ll get to know
the others as well.

Staying connected to us keeps
you connected to countless op-
portunities you might not hear
about otherwise, such as learning
about Unbound216 prison minis-
try found on page 13.

Readers share with each other
on the Your Voice spread on
pages 4 and 5, and we seek out
interesting quotes, statements and
sermon snippets from Christian
leaders across the state and nation
for that section as well.

We partner with several groups
who produce disciple-making
resources and love to tell the mis-
sions story in print and through
our online platforms.

Variety of opportunities

Our team also serves as prob-
lem solvers when you need as-
sistance with determining who to
contact and how to reach them.

If you haven’t checked out our
sister publication, The Baptist
Paper, then I’d encourage you to
give it a try. It publishes every
other week and rotates with The
Alabama Baptist. We now have

an Alabama-edition of The Bap-
tist Paper, so you’ll find Alabama
Baptist coverage in the center
four pages of each edition.

Give us a call at 800-803-5201
or email us at subscribe @thebap-
tistpaper.org to add The Baptist
Paper to your subscription for
only $10 per year. Ask for a trial

subscription if you would like to
test it out first and then decide.

Not only will you receive
broader coverage of what God
is doing through His people, but
you’ll also be helping our team
sustain our efforts to connect be-
lievers with each other and the
opportunities to share God’s love.

CHURCH SAFETY
AND SECURITY WORKSHOP

(Thursday, May 8 | 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m )

Registration opens at 8 a.m.
$20 per person (group rates apply for teams of 5 or more)

FBC Birmingham fellowship hall
(southwest side of the building, door closest to Lakeshore Parkway)
Coffee, water and light snacks will be provided.

Registration is required — email Robin McCall at rmcall@tabmedia.group
to share your name, cell number, safety/security responsibility and the organization
or church you will be representing. Please bring cash or check made to Counter
Threat Group to the workshop and turn in at the registration table.

For more information, call Robin at 800-803-5201, ext. 103.
Sponsored by Counter Threat Group and TAB Media Group
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Share your comments, letters to the editor, blog excerpts, social media posts

Letters to the Editor

hank you for putting an empha-

sis on the problems our Chris-
tian friends in other countries are
experiencing. (These stories appear
in both The Alabama Baptist and
The Baptist Paper publications.)

I am overwhelmed with what
is happening in our world, and I
am extremely disappointed in the
participation of Alabama Baptist
congregations and their seeming
lack of concern for others as well
as themselves. Or is it because they
do not know?

I have had the opportunity to be
a member of several Alabama con-
gregations. Many churches used to
freely send each family a copy of
The Alabama Baptist.

I was in one church in which I
suddenly did not receive my sub-
scription. When questioning why, I
was told that it was an expense that
had to be cut.

Another church, which I under-
stand could not afford to send free-
ly, was too small in congregational
membership to afford and they
solicited their membership to each
make their personal subscription.

Another church I attended also
encouraged the congregation to
order their own subscription to the
paper.

My prayer is that leaders would
understand that The Alabama Bap-
tist newspaper (and other efforts
by TAB Media Group) are the only

way in which many of our church
members know anything of the rest
of the state, especially the rural
churches.

Much is happening to our
churches and members of which
we need to know and have the op-
portunity to reach out and help in
various ways.

Our state Baptist leaders also
should understand they have a
responsibility to our membership
churches to emphasize that the war
on Christianity is also moving to
our local areas.

Alabama Baptists need to know
they are not alone and that other
Christians are praying for them. We
also need to continue praying for
our Christian brothers and sisters
around the world. One way to stay
informed and connected is through
reading The Alabama Baptist.

Keep printing our state news and
news of the world. We are praying
for you and your work.

Iris L. Anderson

Mobile, Alabama

EDITOR’S NOTE — Thank

you, Iris, for your many years of
encouragement. Readers like you
have allowed us to continue pro-
viding important information and
resources these 182 years of exis-
tence. We appreciate all who renew
subscriptions, share content with
friends and neighbors and support

our efforts in various ways. To the
churches that provide subscriptions
for their members, thank you. You
truly are investing in the health of
your congregation as individuals
and as a whole.

Jennifer Rash is one of the most
rational, resilient, relevant and
redeeming leaders in Alabama. Her
editorials always address pertinent
issues in today’s culture of chaos
and conflicts.

The openness she shares from her
personal life experiences speaks
of her own courageous candor and
concern to highlight the challenges
within the Christian life. Her writ-
ings indicate the needed flexibility
and adaptability to face those chal-
lenges with persistent faith and
without flinching and fears.

Indeed, her kindness is revealed
in compassionate ministries toward
the bereaved and bewildered. As
Junior Hill once noted, “she is the
Queen of Nice.”

May her worthiness and value as
one of the key leaders in this state
always lead to many intercessory
prayers of gratitude in her behalf.

May all her efforts in the vari-
ous TAB Media Group avenues be
undergirded with prayerful partner-
ships for her and those she leads.

Morris Murray Jr.

Jasper, Alabama

Share online or email news@thealabamabaptist.org

When a leader adopts an
ownership mentality rather
than a stewardship approach,
the organization or ministry
typically dies with him. I have
seen it many times!

Chris Crain

Birmingham Metro

Baptist Association

“Gen Z is riddled with
anxiety, and their belief sys-
tem doesn’t help,” said Dustin
Bruce, dean of Boyce College
of Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary in Louisville,
Kentucky, who noted churches
have a great evangelistic op-
portunity as they emphasize the
“beauty and goodness” of the
Christian faith. “They’re lonely,
and we make the case for faith
in the context of community.”

“When the Word is open,
God’s mouth is open, and the
light of Christ begins to shine
on us!”

Neeko Williams

Planting pastor

Greenhouse Church

“Sometimes church members
say their ‘sweet fellowship’ is
what they love most, and this is
good,” said Tim Dowdy, vice
president of evangelism for
the North American Mission
Board. “But having a sweet
fellowship is not our primary
purpose.” Everyone is meant to
be bringing more people into
the family, he noted.


mailto:news@thealabamabaptist.org

“The Devil has been attacking
God’s good design for sexuality
since the fall,” said John-Michael
Bout, co-founder of The Light
Ministries, an effort dedicated to
equipping the church to fight the
pervasive issue of pornography
through gospel-centered resources.
“But today, he weaponizes technol-
ogy like we have never seen before.
In 2025, an 8-year-old can pull out
their phone and instantly access mil-
lions of videos of graphic sex. Every
parent must become a counselor,
addiction expert and technologist to
protect their families.”

The pastoral qualifications extend
to online behavior and speech.

Few know this.

Kirk E. Miller

@KirkMiller on X

“If it were not for Montgomery
Baptist Association churches, we
wouldn’t make it,” said Dewayne
Rembert, pastor of Flatline Church
at Chisholm. “There’s no way we
could be in an impoverished com-
munity like we are, serving our
neighbors and feeding the basket-
ball team at the high school every
week. The (area) pastors have got to
buy in to what you’re doing.”

“When writing about a hero or
heroine, I first had to decide on a
person,” said Joanne Sloan, long-
time writer of the “Heroes of the
Faith” column for The Alabama
Baptist. “Then I would research
what I found online and also found
in books about the person. Every
male and female I wrote about
was a remarkable person, although
many of my readers had never
heard of them. I found people I
had never heard about, and after
researching them, I discovered they
had literally ‘changed the world.””

“Back in the day, we had three
services a week, choir practices,
choir programs, weddings and fu-
nerals,” said Carole Eagerton, who
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€617 we walk with God. following however He leads,
we'll always be headed in the right direction. ]

TONY DUNGY
Retired NFL coach

recently celebrated being behind
the keyboard at Capitol Heights
Baptist Church in Montgomery for
more than 60 years and 20,000 ser-
vices. “It adds up quickly.”

“Our culture has only made it
harder to wait on simple things,”
said Mark Bethea, pastor of First
Baptist Church Montgomery. “If
we can’t wait on a hamburger from
McDonald’s very well, then how
are we going to wait on the Lord to
fulfill His promises in our lives?”

“The older I get, the more joy
I find in giving to the Lord,” said
Rob Jackson, director of evan-
gelism and church revitalization,
Alabama Baptist State Board of
Missions. “I am profoundly grateful
God allows us to make a meaning-
ful financial difference through
our local church. The privilege and
discipline of giving are essential as-
pects of the Christian life and vital
to a healthy church.”

“It’s not buildings that make
churches. It’s people,” said Rick
Earnest, teaching pastor of Eden
Westside in Pell City. “You know

when those folks who had been
baptized stood up, there’s some-
thing that struck me. Even more so
than the thankfulness I feel seeing
the lives that have been changed
by the love of Christ — those same
people who stood up are serving in
this church. They are not just peo-
ple who God saved and are sitting.
They’re serving. They are being the
Church.”

Speaking to new students,
Charles Smith, president of Uni-
versity of Mobile, urged students
to take hold of the opportunities
provided. “Your first missions field
may be your own heart,” he said.
“How might God be calling you to
trust and follow Him? How might
this season serve to strengthen your
faith?”

“The heart of Christian educa-
tion is a Christ-centered message
presented by convicted presenters
... that is filled with the Spirit and
preached to the glory of God, so
that those who hear it and believe it,
live it out in their daily lives, day by
day,” said longtime preaching pro-
fessor Robert Smith Jr.

[
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‘Stories that
still speak’:
Parables in Luke

By David Eldridge, pastor

Dawson Memorial Baptist Church, Homewood

Our Heavenly Father wel-
comes us upon our return
home. I want you to see that
His arms are opened wide for
any of us that are here who
need to turn from sin and need
to come home to Him. We
have a Heavenly Father that
celebrates our return home.

This is not what we expect.
It is the 21st century. We need
a little bit of tough love; we
need a little bit of a speech
here. We need the father in this
moment to say, “I am glad you
are here, but if you are going
to live under my roof, some
things will have to change. |
am glad you came home, but I
have a tally right here. You will
start working for me, and this
is going to be the interest to
payback.”

Celebrating the son

We don’t get any of that
here. You know what we get?
We get a party. This one who
had lived in this foreign land,
this one who squandered his
inheritance, this one who
comes when there was nothing
left for him to turn to except
for the familiarity of his home.
He comes home and he gets
the best robe, the robe that was
reserved for honored guests.
He gets the ring of his father
that bestows authority upon
the son. He gets the sandals
reserved for the family.

The celebration is a reminder
that our Heavenly Father gives
complete forgiveness, no
questions asked. No, “Where
have you been these past few
months?” No, “Mother and 1
have been worried sick about
you.” No punishment — but
instead a party.

For every person who has
ever run from God’s will, when
we return home to His grace,
when we return home to His
mercy, He has a simple mes-
sage for each and every one of
us: “I will treat you as if you
never left.”
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If it sounds too good to be true, it probably is

(continued from page 1)

While fraudulent posts
with items for sale do occur
on Facebook Marketplace,
scams like this are more
often going to show up in
your regular Facebook feed
because they are targeting
friends and family members
of the alleged seller.

Ripe for fraud

If you try to comment on
the post, you probably won’t
be able to. Instead, the post
will ask you to send a mes-
sage to the seller, who will
then explain how they will
“hold” the item if you send
a deposit through a Peer-
to-Peer (P2P) payment app,
such as Cash App, Venmo or
Zelle.

These transactions are also
known as “authorized push
payments,” in which an ac-
count holder uses an app
(banking or P2P) to send
money directly from their
bank account to another

Understanding cloning and hacking on Facebook

You or someone you know has likely
received a Facebook “friend” request
from someone you’re certain you are al-
ready friends with. Frequently, social me-
dia accounts are hacked or cloned, and it’s
important to understand the difference.
Hacking means someone has gained
unauthorized access to your account and
is controlling it. You’ll likely be locked
out and see odd or concerning messages
from the account. This access can lead to
significant privacy and security breaches.
Cloning is a new, fake account that
impersonates you. Cloning isn’t as prob-
lematic as hacking, but it could lead to
someone scamming those who signed on

bank account. These pay-
ments are hard if not im-
possible to reverse, making
them ripe for fraud — once
you’ve sent the money, you
will not be able to get it
back, regardless of what the
post says.

Awareness is one of the

most important ways to
protect yourself from being
tricked. Remember the old
adage: If it sounds too good
to be true, it probably is.
Even if you “know” or
think you know the person
selling the item, never send
money, either as a deposit or

as friends to the cloned account.

In both cases, you should alert Face-
book support right away and let those who
interact with you online know through
your Facebook feed (if you still have ac-
cess) as well as in other ways.

For best practices, search your current
friends list for the name of the new friend
request and delete the new one if you are
already friends with that person.

Also, consider never accepting a friend
request from someone in which you have
no common friends.

It’s also good to change your password
regularly, especially if you accidentally
click on a link you shouldn’t have. (TAB)

in response to an “urgent”
need or emergency, unless
you can verify the recipient’s
legitimacy (e.g., by verifying
the account or confirming
that the seller is a local busi-
ness with a phone number
and a physical location you
can go to).

If you decide to purchase
an item you see online, it is
better to meet in a safe loca-
tion and pay on delivery of
the item. If the seller tries
to pressure you to send a
deposit before you can meet,
perhaps because there is “so
much interest” in the item
or “another person may beat
you” to the deal, consider
that a red flag.

Credit card payments or
transactions made through
platforms like PayPal that
have some buyer protections
offer better fraud protection,
which is why criminals will
not offer or accept them.

Assessing carefully
Another clue for sniffing
out fraud is if the account
with the item for sale tags
a long list of other people
whose names will show up
as being “with” that account.
Basically, in all cases, if
something seems off, then
trust your impression.

rom time to time, we all
experience periods of
deep spiritual anguish.
John of the Cross (a 6th-
century reformer of the Carmel-
ite way of life) called these times
the “Dark Night of the Soul.” He
describes Seven Deadly Spiri-
tual Imperfections that God
illuminates during these times
of suffering.

Instead of focusing on the ex-
treme trial, look to Christ and
His freedom. Here’s a break-
down of these seven deadly im-
perfections:

1. Spiritual pride. God uses
the Dark Night to strip away
your sense of self-sufficiency
and impatience with others while
opening your eyes to your total
dependence on God.

Faith Moments
Growing through the dark nights of the soul

2. Spiritual avarice (greed).
The Dark Night reveals a pride in
learning and intellectualism instead
of growing in poverty of spirit. God
teaches you to love Him for who
He is over and above your own
spiritual knowledge and accom-
plishments.

3. Spiritual lust. John of the
Cross saw a danger of Christians
receiving more satisfaction in
spiritual blessings of God than God
Himself. The Dark Night is trau-
matic. God uses this time to turn
you from seeking blessings to seek-
ing Him.

4. Spiritual anger. Christians
can become impatient waiting on
God, which leads to frustration and
anger. The Dark Night teaches
patience and surrender, helping the

Sponsored Content

By Rob Jackson

Director of evangelism and
church revitalization, Alabama
Baptist State Board of Missions

soul trust God’s hidden work even
in silence.

5. Spiritual gluttony. Like chil-
dren, we sometimes long for a life
of pleasure. We can become con-
tent with religious activities instead
of a deep communion with God.
The Dark Night weans the soul of
spiritual excess, leading to a deep-
er, quieter and more mature faith.

6. Spiritual envy. Christians of-
ten compare. Jealousy arises when
you perceive others as doing better
“spiritually” than you. God uses the
Dark Night to refocus you on God
and God alone.

7. Spiritual sloth (acedia). You
sometimes avoid what is hard,
preferring ease over Christ’s cross.
The Dark Night removes distrac-

tions and __
forces your =
soul to rely '
on faith over
feelings and surrender over
sloth.

Again, many of us have ex-
perienced or are experiencing
the “Dark Night of the Soul.”
Instead of throwing in the towel
and giving up, look to Christ.

Ask God to use this period to
refine you, stripping away self-
centered spirituality and lead-
ing you to more profound love
with Him.

Instead of relying on emo-
tional highs or personal
achievements, God will teach
your soul to dive deeper into
His love for His sake, embrac-
ing faith, humility and deep
trust.
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Facebook/Marion Fire and Rescue

Fire crews successfully put out a fire in the basement of the former Jud-
son College library in Marion on Feb. 23. Marion Fire and Rescue were
assisted by crews from Suttle, Vaiden, Uniontown and Hamburg volun-

teer fire departments as well as cadets from the Marion Military Institute

first responder fire program. The fire was contained and extinguished
on the basement level, and the rest of the building only received smoke
damage. Police arrested 40-year-old Micah Hester at the scene. He is
charged with arson, burglary and making a terrorist threat. (TAB)

stories

you should know

Full-tuition scholarships
available at Beeson

amford University’s Beeson

Divinity School has received a
major gift from an anonymous donor
to fund full-tuition “Life Together”
scholarships for students starting in
the 2025-26 academic year.

The new scholarships will be
available to full-time master’s-level
students, with priority given to
master of divinity students who
complete the scholarship essay
along with their application. These
merit-based scholarships will be
awarded to top applicants beginning
their studies in the fall.

The money will cover the full cost
of tuition and fees for the recipients
over three years of study at Beeson,
the average amount of time needed
to complete a master of divinity
degree. Learn more at samford.edu/
beeson-divinity or call 800-888-
8266. (Beeson)

UM presents Hudson
with medal of excellence

he University of Mobile has

announced Veronica Smith
Hudson as the recipient of the 2025
Samuel Boykin Medal of Excel-
lence, a prestigious award estab-
lished in 2019 to honor the legacy of
Samuel M. Boykin,
the university’s
first African Amer-
ican graduate. This
§ medal recognizes
&| outstanding African
American alumni
who exemplify the
ideals of virtuosity,
faith and charity
that Boykin demonstrated through-
out his life.

Hudson, a two-time graduate of
UM, earned her bachelor of science
in nursing in 1984 and returned to
complete her master of science in
nursing education in 2003. (UM)

HUDSON

Persecuted Church

Young girls in Pakistan kidnapped
Jor marriage; bill to stop it languishes

LAHORE, Pakistan — As a measure targeting
child marriages in Pakistan languishes in
political limbo, girls as young as 10 in
minority religious groups continue
to be abducted, forced to convert
to Islam and marry or sold into

e |

said she contacted the neighbor’s family to try to

get her daughter back, after which the neighbor

“threatened to rape Ariha and to sell her to sex
traffickers if we pursued the matter.”

e .

» A 35-year-old married Muslim

" neighbor abducted a 12-year-old girl
L Jan. 5 from her home in Walton
Ly Model Colony No. 2 in Pun-

The bill to criminalize child marriages has
languished in Punjab province’s assembly since
April 2024. 1t would raise the legal age for mar-
riage to 18, up from the current minimum of 16,
the news outlets report.

Relentless onslaught of Christians
continues in Nigeria with more deaths

jab province. The girl’s father,

- Shafique Masih, said the man

’v; took her to Sindh province and
forced her to convert to Islam and

marry him. Masih says police are

not working to find Saba.

» After being abducted in June 2024
from Lahore and forced to convert to Islam

and marry her captor, a now 18-year-old woman

was able to escape Jan. 16 and return to her fam-

ily, reported her parents.

sex slavery.

The following are recent cases
that media outlets Christian Daily
International and Morning Star
News reported:

» A 40-year-old male Muslim O mons wikimed® %
neighbor and two accomplices abducted
a 12-year-old girl at gunpoint Jan. 20 from her
home in Chak 55/2L village in Pakistan’s Pun-
jab province. The girl’s mother, Sumera Gulzar,

ABUJA, Nigeria — Fifteen more Nigerian
Christians have been killed as factions opposed
to believers continue their massacres and wreak
havoc upon churches and communities.

Also, the Evangelical Church Winning All
building and six homes were burned earlier this
year, sources told area news outlets.

Nigeria has led the world in the number of
Christians killed for their faith or kidnapped. The
country is No. 7 on Open Doors’ World Watch
List of places most difficult to be a Christian.

NEWS ITEMS COMPILED BY THE ALABAMA BAPTIST STAFF



PAGE 8 / THE ALABAMA BAPTIST / MARCH 20, 2025

Alabama news

OBITUARIES

MARY SWEDENBURG

Mary Swedenburg, a former International
Mission Board missionary from Alabama,
died March 2.

At an early age, Swedenburg committed
her life to the call of the Lord for internation-
al missions. She went on to study at Okla-
homa Baptist University and Southwestern
Seminary in preparation for this calling.

She was appointed by the IMB in 1969 to
serve in Japan. She loved
the Japanese people and
served them faithfully for
34 years.

After retiring, Sweden-
burg served as Woman’s
Missionary Union director
at Shades Crest Baptist
Church in Hoover as well
as serving as a Sunday
School teacher, Missions
Friends leader and WMU director at Aber-
nant Baptist Church.

SWEDENBURG

AUTAUGA ASSOCIATION

» Calvary Baptist Church, Prattville, will
celebrate its 75th anniversary and homecoming
April 6. Worship begins at 11 a.m. Mel John-
son, associational missionary, will be the guest
speaker. Dave Burns is pastor.

BIGBEE
ASSOCIATION

» Brady Gaither, asso-
ciate pastor of students for
Christian Valley Baptist
Church, Livingston, was
ordained into the ministry
March 2. He is married to

Stephanie. Wayne Smith is
Photo courtesy of Hope Smith p astor.

BIRMINGHAM METRO ASSOCIATION
» Luke Long is the new student ministry
intern for Birmingham Metro Baptist Associa-
tion. He is currently a student at Samford Uni-
versity pursuing a degree in Christian ministry.

BLOUNT ASSOCIATION

» Pleasant View Missionary Baptist
Church, Holly Pond, will have revival services
April 6-9. Sunday services begin at 11 a.m. and
5 p.m. Weekday services begin at 7 p.m. The
evangelist will be Jared Dixon with “The Dix-

ons” singing Sunday. For more information, call
256-590-1501. Earl Harper is pastor.

COOSA RIVER
ASSOCIATION
» David Gaither

is serving as interim
k. | pastor of Stockdale

AW Baptist Church,

A Munford. Previ-
Submitted photo o y5]y, he served as
pastor of Cartersville Baptist Church, Alpine.

DEKALB ASSOCIATION

» Fyffe First Baptist Church will celebrate
its centennial anniversary April 6. Special wor-
ship service begins at 10 a.m. For more informa-
tion, call 256-623-3836. Keith Atchley is pastor.

ELMORE ASSOCIATION
» Ray McKenzie, who had
been serving as director of mis-
sions for Elmore Baptist As- :
sociation, recently accepted a
new position in the Mobile area.
He served with Elmore Associa-
tion for eight years and is now
an engagement specialist for the
Alabama Baptist Children’s
Homes & Family Ministries.

MARSHALL
ASSOCIATION

» Trevor Holsonback
is the new student minister
of Sardis Baptist Church,
Boaz. He earned his bach-
elor’s degree from Liberty
University, Lynchburg, Vir-
ginia, and is working on a
master of divinity degree
in pastoral ministry at New
Orleans Seminary. He and
Gracie married in April 2024. Mike Goforth is
senior pastor.

MOBILE ASSOCIATION

» Samford University ad-
ministrator Kevin Blackwell
has been elected to lead Mobile
Baptist Association. He also
will join the University of Mo-
bile faculty, launching what UM
President Charles Smith called
an “innovative partnership” be-
tween a Baptist association and
the university. Blackwell was elected at a March
6 special-called evening meeting of the MBA ex-
ecutive committee. Alabama Baptists have known
Blackwell as both assistant to the president for
church relations at Samford and a leader of the
Alabama Baptist State Convention’s Calling Out
the Called initiative to raise up a new genera-
tion of ministers. At UM, Blackwell will serve as
special assistant to the president for institutional

FSa.. N
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McKENZIE

Photo courtesy
of Sardis Baptist Church

BLACKWELL

relations and assistant professor of disciple-
making. Blackwell has served in church ministry
for 31 years and was senior pastor of Valley Creek
Baptist Church in Hueytown prior to arriving at
Samford in 2014, where he served as director of
the Ministry Training Institute in addition to his
duties as assistant to the president. A former presi-
dent of the Alabama Baptist Pastors Conference,
he is an author and a member of the Evangelical
Missiological Society. Blackwell holds doctor

of philosophy and master of theology degrees
from Midwestern Seminary, doctor of ministry
and master of divinity degrees from New Orleans
Seminary and a bachelor’s degree from Samford
University. He and his wife, Lorrie, have four
children.

ST. CLAIR ASSOCIATION

» Danny Freeman is serving as interim pas-
tor of Steele Baptist Church. He has served as
interim pastor of Stowers Hill Baptist Church,
Attalla, and Slackland Baptist Church, Leesburg,
since his retirement three years ago after 46 years
of full-time pastoral ministry.

TUSCALOOSA COUNTY ASSOCIATION
» Circlewood Baptist Church, Tuscaloosa,
celebrated its 75th anniversary Feb. 23. David Wil-

liams, Circlewood’s minister of music, produced
and narrated a special video about the history of
the church. Circlewood began as a mission of First
Baptist Church Tus- T

caloosa. David Nel- —
son, a commissioner

of the Alabama - o
Baptist Historical 1
Commission and a [
member of FBC Tus- -

caloosa, presented Photo courtesy of David Nelson
a commemorative

plaque to the church with Pastor Herb Thomas ac-
cepting it. Gil McKee, recently retired pastor of
FBC Tuscaloosa, was the guest preacher. Special
music was provided by Debbie Duncan, a member
of the church. Circlewood’s oldest active member
Lorene Sims also shared during the service. Ad-
ditional special guests included Winton Patterson,
former music minister who served in that position
for 50 years. He led the congregation in singing
the hymn “The Solid Rock.” Pictured with the
plaque are (1 to r) McKee, his wife Sharon, and
Virginia and Herb Thomas.

WEST CENTRAL
ASSOCIATION
» Lonzo Smith is the new

pastor of West End Baptist
Church, Selma. He was or-
dained by the church and has
1 served as a deacon. He and his

' wife, Mary, have one son and

SMITH
one grandson.

ALABAMA NEWS ITEMS COMPILED BY DIANNA L. CAGLE AND DEBBIE CAMPBELL
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TIED TOGETHER'

State disaster relief organizations work cooperatively to make big impact

By Grace Thornton

The Alabama Baptist

labamians are glued to

weather updates this time

of year, and rightly so —

since Christmas, they’ve
already seen more than 40 tornadoes,
two snowstorms, two windstorms,
wildfires and a 2.6-magnitude earth-
quake.

It’s familiar territory for the state,
but what may not be as familiar to
everyone is the band of helpers that
comes in behind these disasters
whenever they’re needed, a group
Rick Lance calls the “yellow shirt
army.”

Lance, executive director of the
Alabama Baptist State Board of
Missions, said these Alabama Bap-
tist Disaster Relief volunteers are
“crucial to helping people deal with
basic needs during some of their
most vulnerable times following ma-
jor weather events.”

They cut trees for homeowners,
clear yards, rip damaged drywall
out of flooded homes, prepare hot
meals, do laundry, provide a place to
take a shower and offer a listening
ear for those who have lost so much.

“For decades now the yellow
shirt army are people who seek to

be faithful witnesses for Christ in
giving a ‘cup of cold water’ in the
name of Jesus,” he said. “I have
seen firsthand their ministry among
those who have faced catastrophic
disaster.”

How it works

Mark Wakefield, Alabama Baptist
Disaster Relief strategist, said the
yellow shirt army is made up of 42
Baptist state conventions
that each own and operate
their own disaster relief or-
ganization.

In Alabama, that means
some equipment is owned
by the Alabama Baptist
State Convention, including skid
steers for moving trees and kitchen
equipment for preparing meals for
thousands of people.

Some Baptist associations in the
state also own their own equipment
and work together with ABDR.

“We rely extremely heavily on our
associational partners to provide re-
sources particularly when it refers to
clean out and recovery,” Wakefield
said, explaining that clean out and
recovery involves chainsaw work,
tarping roofs and cleaning out flood-
ed homes.

For more

information,
visit sbdr.org.

Across the state, ABDR has 3,500
trained volunteers with current cre-
dentials. When a disaster strikes in
another state, Wakefield makes Ala-
bama’s volunteer resources available
and deploys them to set up a head-
quarters in a hard-hit area if needed.

“And if we need something here in
Alabama, I call Mississippi or Flor-
ida or anybody else,” he said. “It’s a
partnership. We (all the state disaster
relief organizations) are tied
together very much even
though we are independent.
It’s a great picture of what
cooperation looks like.”

Hubert Yates, director of
disaster relief for Missis-
sippi Baptists, said he’s grateful for
that “strength” of teamwork. Be-
cause of the disaster relief network,
teams from different states were able
to open 52 command centers from
Florida to Virginia when hurricanes
Helene and Milton hit in fall 2024.

“The cooperative spirit within
disaster relief is a wonderful il-
lustration of what it means to work
together,” he said.

How it’s funded
Wakefield said the fact that
ABDR is its own organization

means that “Alabama Baptists are
the supporters of Alabama Baptist
Disaster Relief.”

The work receives no govern-
ment money — it gets its funding
through the gifts of Alabama Bap-
tist churches through the Coop-
erative Program as well as to the
Myers-Mallory State Missions Of-
fering and from state Baptists who
donate directly to ABDR.

In 2024, the Myers-Mallory of-
fering brought in just over $1.7
million, 20% — or $340,000 —
of which went to ABDR.

“Alabama Baptists are incred-
ibly generous and committed to
missions and ministry,” Wakefield
said. “If Alabama Baptists are
supportive of disaster relief, we
can do some amazing things. God
has always provided so we can do
what needs to be done and so that
people get taken care of.”

Lance said state Baptists “can
be proud of their commitment to
go beyond the call of duty when
the worst of events come to pass.”

“I am grateful for Mark Wake-
field and the thousands of volun-
teers who serve so selflessly for
the cause of Christ,” he said.

Mount Zion Church community-wide event draws 250 men

Mount Zion Mission-
ary Baptist Church
in Ashland prayed and
planned for 200 men to
attend their community-
wide men’s night Feb.
23. But when the night
came, God brought
them more — they had
250, with more than 20
churches and five de-
nominations represented.
After a welcome from
Joseph Stanford, Mount
Zion’s youth pastor and
associate pastor, pastor
Jason Watkins told the
crowd that the persis-
tence of his son, Nathan,
had led to this event —

Nathan had asked twice
about having a joint service
for local men and Royal
Ambassadors, a

missions program for
school-age boys.

Listening to God

After the second time,
Watkins said he realized
“Jesus was trying to tell
him something.”

His son also recom-
mended he get Paul Reyn-
olds with Teen Challenge
Alabama as the speaker
after hearing him speak at
his school. Nathan helped
with publicity and enlisted
Richie Farrow, director of

missions for Carey Baptist
Association, to help him.

After Reynolds finished
his message, Watkins led an
invitation. Three men gave
their lives to Christ, and
many others rededicated
their life to Him.

To close, T.C. Brown,
youth pastor of County
Line Baptist Church in
Cragford, shared a mes-
sage and invited everyone
in attendance to take with
them a challenge coin rep-
resenting the whole armor
of God.

Scott Brand led music
during the evening.

(The Alabama Baptist)

Photo courtesy of Mount Zion Mlssionary Baptist Church
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God ‘takes .
care of us

Adoption leads to ‘miracle’ at Ukraine border when war starts

By Grace Thornton

The Alabama Baptist

ilia was having a hard
time seeing a sce-
nario where her family
stayed together.

The morning before,
she’d been woken up at her house
by the sound of explosions.

“It was supposed to be just a
regular day,” she said.

She’d had plans to bake a cake
and have her mom and grandmoth-
er over. Now she found herself
sitting in her car in a miles-long
line at the border of her country,
Ukraine, crying and praying for a
miracle.

“A policeman we talked to along
the way told us that when we got
to the border, I would be able to
go with the kids but my husband
would have to stay and defend
our country,” Lilia said. “The
president had made a law that only
women and kids could leave.”

Her husband started to prepare
her that she and the kids might
have to leave him behind. To her,
that sounded like a nightmare.

“I asked him, ‘How would I sur-
vive? Where would I go?’ I didn’t
know how I would make it just me
and the kids,” she said.

A big move

As they discussed what to do,
their three children sat in the back
seat, the youngest just a toddler in
diapers. Her family could afford
a normal life in Ukraine, but they
hadn’t saved up money for a move
like this.

“When we left home, all I was
thinking about was our docu-
ments, and I grabbed a few other
things,” Lilia said.

One of those things was an al-
bum full of photos of their young-

Ji- ) b(

Screenshot/AFP News Agency

Lilia, who now is a member of an Alabama Baptist church, sat in line with her family all day at the Ukrainian border on
Feb. 25, 2022, trying to escape the war. They were able to because of a “miracle,” she said.

est daughter, whose very presence
in the car was a miracle.

And because of her, they would
also see another miracle very
soon.

A few years back, Lilia had been
struck with a “very big desire” for
a third child, and she wasn’t sure
why, or why the desire wouldn’t
g0 away.

She had married at 19, and
quickly after she had delivered her
first child and then her second.

“With our son, it was a difficult

pregnancy, and my body couldn’t
recover. I couldn’t have kids any-
more,” she said. “But for me, it
was fine — we had two kids, a boy
and a girl. We had our house and a
car, and my husband had his own
business. We had a good life.”

Talking about adoption

But then one day that desire for
another baby showed up.

And Lilia started talking with
her husband about adoption. It
was out of left field, because in
Ukraine, people usually only

“When we adopted our daughter, we thought we were

doing something good for her, but really because of her,

we were all able to stay together. God took care of us.”

Lilia

adopt if they can’t have kids or if
they are very rich, she said.

“For a couple of years, I just
prayed, and my husband and |
talked about it,” she said. “And
one day he said, ‘OK, let’s do it.
It’s good; we’re Christians, and we
can tell this child about God.””

So they did. For two years, they
waited to be matched with the
right child, and while they waited
they prepared. They even built an-
other room onto their home.

Finally they got word that a baby
was waiting for them.

“We did all the paperwork, and
it took more than two months to
complete it all,” she said.

They brought their new daughter
home in March 2020, and the next
day, everything shut down because
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

“It really was a miracle that we



were able to get her before every-
thing closed,” Lilia said.

Their family of five was finally
together, and now as they ap-
proached Ukraine’s border, all
Lilia wanted was for them to stay
together.

That day, “we just stayed in line
the whole day, and we cried and
prayed,” she said. “It was very dif-
ficult.”

But then something hopeful hap-
pened.

As they crept toward the front
of the line, a woman approached
them and said she and her husband
and three children had just tried
to cross the border but had turned
back because her husband wasn’t
allowed to leave.

“But then she showed us on her
phone that right now our president
had adopted an addition to the law
that said a man who has three kids
or more, they can cross the bor-
der,” Lilia said.

The woman asked if she could
stay in front of Lilia’s family in
the line and try again with this new
piece of information.

“We said, ‘Yes, of course, try,””
Lilia said.

The woman’s fam-
ily showed their
documents to the
border patrol and
then showed them
their phone. At first
the officers said no
— the addition to
the law was so new
that they didn’t even God
know about it yet.
But they asked some
higher authorities,
and in the end, they
said yes.

“After that it was our turn, and
we showed our documents,” Lilia
said.

The other family got held up be-
cause they didn’t have their car’s
documents with them, but Lilia’s
family moved on through.

“When we got into Slovenia,
an officer who saw my husband
said, ‘How is it possible? You are
the first man who has done this,””
Lilia said. “For us, it was a re-
ally, really big miracle. When we
adopted our daughter, we thought
we were doing something good for
her, but really because of her, we
were all able to stay together. God
took care of us.”

And she said He continued to
take care of them as they traveled
across Europe to Spain, where

“I believe God put us
in this church in this
place, and it’s not a
coincidence — it’s
’s will and it’s how
He takes care of us.”

Lilia

they were able to stay with a kind-
hearted woman for free for several
weeks.

They were grateful. But the emo-
tional toll of the war was tough.

“Spain is a beautiful country, but
really for a month and a half I just
cried,” Lilia said.
“All my thoughts
were about Ukraine,
my home, my mom,
my sisters and their
kids. It was very,
very difficult.”

Finding a job was
difficult too — they
didn’t know any
Spanish at all.

So eventually rela-
tives in the United
States sent them
some money to fly
to Mexico, where
a California church group helped
them get to the border to talk to a
U.S. official.

“We talked with American repre-
sentatives and explained that we’re
from Ukraine and we have rela-
tives in Texas and we need help,
and they provided humanitarian
parole for one year.”

Rebuilding life

Lilia and her family moved in
with their relatives in Texas, and
her husband got a job where he
worked hard but didn’t make much
money. That first year, Lilia still
had her mind set on returning to
Ukraine.

But the war dragged on.

“We understood after a while
that it’s not stopping so quickly,
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Photo by Grace Thornton/The Alabama Baptist
Lilia flips through a photo album that was one of the few items she put in the
car when she and her family fled the war in Ukraine in February 2022. The
years since then have been a testimony to God’s care for her family, she said.

and we need to build our life
here,” she said.

They worked hard on learn-
ing English. Lilia had lessons
three days a week online with an
English teacher she knew from
Ukraine.

They also got involved in a
church, and the members there
helped them pay the deposit for a
small house and get some furni-
ture.

In God’s hand

“It was impossible for us to buy
those things — we had just enough
money for food,” Lilia said. “I re-
ally see a lot of miracles and care;
God held all this in His hand.”

Then after visiting Ukrainian
friends in Alabama for Christmas,

they felt God prompting them to
move to the state. Now they’re
members of an Alabama Baptist
church.

“We feel like the church is our
home; we have friends here,” Lil-
ia said. “I believe God put us in
this church in this place, and it’s
not a coincidence — it’s God’s
will and it’s how He takes care of
us.”

Government changes

Now, as the U.S. government
makes changes related to immi-
gration and the war in Ukraine,
Lilia and her family wait to see
what will happen with their legal
status in the future.

“We can’t go back to our city or
our house, so if we have to move
somewhere, we will be starting
from scratch again,” she said.
“I’m not ready to do that — right
now, we have a house, a job, a
church and friends.”

She also prays her children
won’t have to move into a new
school situation with a different
language again. She has so many
questions in her mind, but in the
midst of that, she has an anchor in
God — and she said she doesn’t
know how anyone survives some-
thing like this without it.

“Sometimes I think about it and
I ask God why. But I know God
brought us here and took care of
us, so I know in the future it will
be the same,” she said. “No mat-
ter what, He will take care of us.”

EDITOR’S NOTE — Name
has been changed for security
reasons.

Photo by Grace Thornton/The Alabama Baptist

Lilia, an Alabama Baptist church member who moved to the U.S.
when the war in Ukraine broke out, said God worked a miracle for her
family through the adoption of her youngest daughter.
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'WORTHY OF GELEBRATION

Columbiana Baptist Klndergarten commemorates 50 years of loving, equipping children

By Grace Thornton

The Alabama Baptist

or the past 50 years,
Columbiana Baptist
Kindergarten has
been a place where
teachers’ “hope and prayer
is that each day children
know that they are loved by
us but more importantly by
their Heavenly Father.”

Amy Rush said that’s
the mission that drives her
every day as she serves
as CBK’s director, and it
was the mission that First
Baptist Church Columbi-
ana celebrated Feb. 23 as it
honored a half century of
CBK.

“When children leave
here, they will hopefully
be somewhat equipped to
know about Jesus and His
love as they go out into the
world,” Rush said.

In 1974, church members
came up with the idea to
start a kindergarten, and
under the leadership of then
pastor Charles Stroud, they
appointed committees to re-
search whether it would be
beneficial or not.

They decided it would be,
and CBK was born.

“The actual start date was
the fall of 1975,” Rush said.
“They started with two
teachers running a 4K and
5K program.”

Today, CBK has about 90
children enrolled from birth
to 4K.

.| '
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Photo courtesy of Columbiana Baptist Kindergarten
Students at Columbiana Baptist Kindergarten run through football-style signs
at the kickoff of the school’s 50th year in September 2024.

“It’s been a great minis-
try,” Rush said.

it’s a blessing beyond mea-
sure,” Rush said.

songs, and Rush honored all
of the preschool’s former

Mayor David Mitchell de-
clared that it was “Colum-
biana Baptist Kindergarten
50th Anniversary Day” in
the City of Columbiana, and
State Rep. Corley Ellis
presented proclamations
from the Alabama House of
Representatives and Gov.
Kay Ivey.

Feeling God’s love

“All this is obviously
worthy of celebration,” Ellis
said. “But those kids who
may not have had the op-
portunity to feel God’s love
and get God’s Word from
somewhere else, and those
kids that got to experience
that here ... that will carry
them through life.”

For more information,
visit fbccol.net/ministry/
children/kindergarten

When her daughter was At the celebration service directors. or facebook.com/cbk.
4, Rush taught for a year at  Feb. 23, CBK students sang A proclamation from preschool.
CBK.

“It was an amazing ex-
perience to be a part of a
program that seeks to share
the love of Christ and the
gospel of Christ with little
ones,” she said.

‘A blessing’

Now her daughter is out
of high school, and Rush is
back serving at the school,
this time as director.

“It’s a joy to be a part of,
and I don’t know why I get
the privilege to sit in this
position at the 50th year, but

or small, Carpenter B
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Inmates growing as disciples behlnd prlson walls

By Tracy Riggs Frontz

The Alabama Baptist

t Bibb Correctional
Facility in Alabama,
there lives a man

who was convicted of mur-
der when he was 18 years
old. Due to how violent

he was in his previous in-
carceration as well as his
participation in the Aryan
Brotherhood, he ended up in
1solation — and was there

Transformed by the gos-
pel, he is now one of the
gentlest men there.

It was still a hard moment
when Christopher Taunton,
director for outside pro-
grams and external relations
for UnBound216, told him
he was denied parole. But
after getting over the disap-
pointment, the changed man
said that maybe God had a
plan for him to prepare those

for years. who will be released — and
When officers there first even if he spends the rest of

gave him his life in

a Bible, he prison, he

threw it out will just try

in anger. But to help those

there came men.

a time when Before

he asked for that con-

it back. Af- versation

ter reading was over,

it over and he asked

over, he start- Taunton

ed writing about help

to Christian for an in-

publishers, —— = mate he

begglng them Photo courtesy of UnBound216  had been

o end i M1 ot e £ B0 menring

oun : .
Egglilsi-t Ii)eck bapt?/zes a former satanis¥. Si?rl:sgs t;i)om
bottom. compassion.

When this man ended up
at Bibb Correctional, he was
one of the first to graduate
from a two-year ministry
program called the Birming-
ham Theological Seminary
Prison Initiative.

' Animal Clinic |

SHOPE

“That’s just one of the
amazing stories I could tell
you about the men in Un-
Bound216,” Taunton said.

UnBound216 is a “faith-
based transitional care
ministry designed to pre-

pare inmates for release by
helping them discover their
God-given purpose,” accord-
ing to its website. It’s unique
because it’s led by inmates;
graduates of UnBound216
become teachers, leaders
and mentors.

During and after

The entire program
includes 46 weeks of disci-
pleship classes during incar-
ceration, along with ongoing
mentoring and structure
that isn’t found in the rest
of Bibb Correctional. For
qualifying candidates, there
is also a one-year program
that continues after release,
which includes housing,
structure, job assistance, a
church and ongoing Chris-
tian support.

Not only is UnBound216
making an impact on the
Kingdom, it’s also making
an impact on the communi-
ties where the men go after
release.

The Department of Jus-
tice reports that more than
80% of those released from
prison return. The recidivism
rate for UnBound216 gradu-
ates is only 5%.

When UnBound216
(called Jumpstart at the
time) first went into Bibb
Correctional, it was one of
the most violent prisons in

»

Photo courtesy of UnBound216

UnBound216 is a program that includes 46 weeks of disciple-
ship classes during incarceration, along with ongoing mentoring
and structure that isn’t found in the rest of Bibb Correctional.

"Cc!ehmn'n More Than
30 Years of Reliable Service™

| recently had the pleasure of working with Reliable
Signs, and | couldn't be happier with the exceptional

DIGITAL

SIGNS

205-426-2828
= - service | received. From start to finish, their team
exhibited the highest level of professionalism and
expertise. The entire process was seamless. They took
the time to understand our specific needs and vision,
offering invaluable guidance and suggestions to ensure
we got the most out of our investment. Their attention to
detail and commitment to delivering a top-notch product
truly stood out. Not to mention THEIR PATIENCE with us
during the whole process. In conclusion, | can't speak
highly enough of Reliable Signs. | wholeheartedly
recommend Reliable Signs. They have earned my trust
and gratitude, and | am thrilled with the results.

Mike Sasser, Practice Manager
Hope Animal Clinic, Bessemer, Alabama

Flwl

www.reliablesigns.com ¢ 1.800.729.6844 ¢ 205.664.0955

the state. The 1,800 men
there live in “bays” of 106
men in an open warehouse-
type room with bunk beds to
sleep on, one bathroom, two
attached classrooms and ab-
solutely no personal space.

Three bays are now filled
with UnBound216 partici-
pants.

Forging bonds

“There are some pretty
tragic and tough stories
there, but here the men real-
ly have found another family
among the men in the pro-
gram. It’s really incredible
to see the bonds that these
men are forging with one an-
other,” Taunton said.

Not only are UnBound216
classes being held regularly,
but BTS, Ligonier Inside
and Samford University’s
Ministry Training Institute
also have programs within
UnBound216’s bays.

Samford’s MTI program
began there in 2022 by part-
nering with Bibb Baptist
Association. Bibb County
Baptist churches provide
textbooks and Taylor Gurley,
pastor of Four Points Baptist
Church in Centreville, is the
lead instructor.

“I consistently hear about
God’s work among the stu-
dents as they study subjects
such as systematic theology,
spiritual disciplines, minor
prophets and hermeneutics,”
said Kevin Blackwell, out-
going executive director of

MTI. “This work would not
be possible without the ef-
forts of the chaplain, pastor
Gurley and Bill Russell (the
associational mission strate-
gist for Bibb Baptist Asso-
ciation).”

After going through an
interview process and being
willing to commit fully to
the program, the men who
are chosen take classes that
include topics like how to be
a godly man, husband and
father.

If they qualify, they can
also go on to take classes on
addiction and crisis counsel-
ing and master’s-level theo-
logical classes.

Though the classroom
knowledge is life changing,
what is most remarkable is
what these former murder-
ers, rapists and criminals do
with what they learn. They
turn around and serve the
men surrounding them.

‘A missions field’

“This is a missions field,
so just like any missions
field, when the gospel really
takes root is when people
there take it for themselves
and run with it — where
leaders are raised up and
there’s a church there,”
Taunton said.

“So really, we’re seeing
a church behind the walls
that’s growing and it’s really
incredible.”

To learn more, visit
UnBound216.org.
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“The wind of

God is moving’

Traylor encourages UM students with ‘lessons from the middle of the Book’

By Leann Callaway

The Alabama Baptist

uring the Feb. 5 chapel

service at the Univer-

sity of Mobile, students

were encouraged by

Ted Traylor with a
message titled “Lessons from the
middle of the Book™ as he spoke out
of Psalm 117 about God’s loving-
kindness and truth.

Traylor is senior pastor of Olive
Baptist Church in Pensacola, Flori-
da, and is passionate about mentor-
ing and training young ministers.
He is a leader in Southern Baptist
life, having served as president of
the Florida Baptist Convention,
president of the Southern Baptist
Convention Pastors Conference and
as first vice president of the SBC.

“I want to draw some lessons from
the middle of the Book so when you
walk out of here today, I want you
to remember that Psalm 117 is the
heart of the Bible,” Traylor said.
“Hear what David wrote when he
said, ‘Praise the Lord, all nations;
Laud Him, all peoples! For His lov-
ingkindness is great toward us, and
the truth of the Lord is everlasting.
Praise the Lord.””

As Traylor addressed the students
he exclaimed, “We’re going to give
God praise today for His loving-
kindness.”

Lovingkindness and truth

“I want you to remember two pil-
lars today of lovingkindness and
truth,” Traylor said.

“As a matter of fact, Psalm 25:10
says, ‘All the paths of the Lord are
lovingkindness and truth.’

“Psalm 85:10 says, ‘Lovingkind-
ness and truth meet together; they
are one.’

“Psalm 89:14 tells us that ‘loving-
kindness and truth go before you.’

“Psalm 115:1 tells us that we ‘give

glory to God’s name because of
His lovingkindness and truth.” We
are going to build on what I share
with you today based on those two
words: lovingkindness and truth.”

Traylor explained that the Hebrew
word for lovingkindness is ‘hesed,’
and the Hebrew word for truth is
‘emet.

“If lovingkindness is
all you have but you have
no truth, it’s powerless,”
Traylor noted. “If you have
truth without lovingkind-
ness, it’s just punishment.
When you take lovingkind-
ness to the New Testament,
it’s a different word. It’s the word
‘grace’ or ‘kairos.” We sing an old
hymn, ‘Amazing Grace, how sweet
the sound.” It’s saving grace. For by
grace you are saved by faith. Not
that of yourself or by works that you
can boast about, it’s all of God.

“It’s not just the saving grace, it’s
the sustaining grace too. It will see
you through.

A full video
of the chapel
address can

be found at
tabonline.org/
Traylor.

“In 2 Corinthians 12:9, Paul said,
‘My grace will see you through
because my power is perfected in
weakness.” When you are weak, He
is strong. After you’ve been saved,
God gives you sustaining grace. [
don’t know what you’re walking
through right now, but God’s grace
is sufficient for you. In
your weakness, He will
show strength. The loving-
kindness, the grace of God
— praise Him for it.”

Traylor then told stu-
dents to “flip the coin on
the other side” as he transi-
tioned the message to look
at the other key word: truth.

Understanding truth

“I want you to see my other word
for just a moment,” he said. “Not
just lovingkindness or grace, but the
word ‘truth.” You’ve got to put truth
with lovingkindness. Jesus said in
John 8:32, “You will know the truth,
and the truth will set you free.’

Photo by Baleigh Essary/University of Mobile
Ted Traylor, senior pastor of Olive Baptist Church in Pensacola, Florida, delivers
the Feb. 5 chapel address to students at the University of Mobile.

“Three things about truth,” Traylor
said. “There’s the person of truth.

... Jesus said, ‘I am the way. [ am
the truth, and I am the life.” There is
nothing truer than Jesus of Nazareth.
Jesus is the person of truth.

“Not only is there the person of
truth, but there’s also the book of
truth: the Bible. Isaiah 40:8 says,
‘The grass withers and the flow-
ers fade, but the Word of God lasts
forever.” God’s Word is the only ab-
solute truth. All of it is true. Jesus is
the person of truth. The Bible is the
Book of truth, and there’s also the
Spirit of truth. John 16:13 says, ‘The
Spirit of truth will guide you into all
truth.””

Traylor then encouraged the stu-
dents to enthusiastically proclaim
that “Jesus wins” before closing in
prayer and praising God for His lov-
ingkindness and truth.

Praying for revival

“Students listen to me and for-
give me if [ cry,” he said. “I’'ve been
praying for over 40 years to see a
revival come among a young gen-
eration. I’'m a product of the Jesus
movement of 1970-71 that started
on the west coast that made its way
to Kentucky and Alabama.

“I was in the middle of that, and
God shook my world. God swept a
whole generation into Him. ... 'm
seeing it in your generation. The
wind of God is moving.

“Ephesians 3:20 tells us that God
is able. I don’t know what you are
facing, but God is able. We need to
touch this nation with the gospel.
We can do it if we ever learn to love
with grace and truth. Wed them to-
gether, and you’ll find the power of
almighty God working in you.

“In the end, every knee is going
to bow and every tongue is going
to confess that Jesus is Lord. Jesus
wins.”
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By Grace Thornton

The Alabama Baptist

od Marshall said it

doesn’t feel like he

could’ve possibly been

at Alabama Baptist

Children’s Homes &
Family Ministries for 30 years, but
one particular memory puts a time
stamp on it for him.

It all started with a fax.

“It was 1994, so that’s how word
got around,” Marshall joked. “It was
a Monday morning, and I got a call
from Buddy Nelson, the pastor at
Riverchase Baptist where my wife
and I attended.”

‘Integral part’

Nelson told him about a fax from
ABCH that said they were looking
to start a counseling
ministry. He knew
Marshall had just
finished his studies
and credentialing to
become a licensed
professional coun-
selor.

“I interviewed and
was hired to help
start the counseling
ministry and had no
idea what an inte-
gral part of my life
this ministry would
become,” Marshall
said. “At the time,

I didn’t know a lot
about the Children’s
Homes; now I cannot imagine my
life without it.”

On Jan. 1, 1995, he started work-
ing part time, which grew to full
time a couple of years later. A little
further down the road, he was asked

Rod Marshall is pictured with

to lead the counseling ministry. And
then in 2011, as ABCH president
and CEO Paul Miller prepared to
retire, the search committee asked
Marshall if he would submit a
resumé.

“One of the first ques-
tions asked in that pro-
cess was, ‘Why do you
want to be the CEO?’

“I told them I don’t
know that I do,” he said.
“I never set out for that to be who I
wanted to be when I grew up. But
being chosen to serve in that role 13
years ago was a privilege.”

And now he’s celebrating the fact
that ABCH has been a part of his
life as long as anything else has. He
marked 30 years there in January,
then turned 60 on
Feb. 25.

Not only that
— he’s the longest-
| tenured ABCH
employee currently
serving.

“The more I've
learned about the
Children’s Homes
over the years, the
more impressed
I’ve been,” Marshall
said. “I encourage
people all the time,
ABCH photo
his wife, Leslie. qom impact with
children and fami-
lies, this is the right place to look.””

Over the years, a lot has changed.
For one, the ministry has shifted its
focus from utilizing group homes
to expanding its foster care pres-
ence. Though ABCH still retains

ABC photo

For more
information

about ABCH, visit
alabamachild.org.

‘If you’re looking for
a way to make King-

Rod Marshall (right) serves at ABCH’s Camp of Champions
in 2024 alongside his wife, Leslie; son-in-law and daughter
Kevon and Anna Leigh Moncrief; and two of his grandchildren.

SERVANT
OF THE LORD

Marshall hits 30-year milestone — half his life — at Alabama Baptist Children’s Homes

some homes, these are now more
community-based foster-care set-
tings where the parent-to-child ratio
is smaller.

And Marshall said even those are
slowly being phased out
when it feels like the
time is right.

“In places where
former group homes
are now campus foster
homes, if we can’t find
people who want to serve there, we
can sell those homes and do more
good for more foster
families with those
resources,” he said.
“If one of those
homes stops work-
ing well, we have the
ability to pivot.”

Marshall said
ABCH’s goal is to
be caring for 1,000
children in the state’s
foster care system by
the ministry’s 140th
anniversary in 2031.
In 2024, they served
460 children, a 13%

Photo by Travis Frontz/The Alabama Baptist

“As the culture changes, the sup-
port we’ve received from Alabama
Baptists has remained the same,”
he said. “The willingness of people
to be foster parents, the willingness
of people to volunteer with us —
that hasn’t changed. God is doing a
great work, and the credit has to be
broad.”

Marshall said in 1891, ABCH’s
founder John Stewart said if you
show Alabama Baptists what the
need is, they will do the rest — and
that’s still true today.

“The story is so
compelling, and they
are such a people of
strong compassion,”
he said. “It dovetails
very nicely for Ala-
bama Baptists to get
involved in what the
ABCH has done.”

Rick Lance, ex-
ecutive director of
the Alabama Baptist
State Board of Mis-
sions, said Marshall
is “a faithful minis-

. 200 Rick Lance (right), SBOM try partner with
tnerease over 023. oxecutive director, talks with Rod Alabama Baptists.”
There are 5,000 Marshall during the ABCH report ~ «tyiq calm de-

to 6,000 children in  at the 2024 Alabama Baptist State

Alabama’s foster sys-
tem, and we feel like
if we can care for 20% of the kids,
that’s a worthwhile goal,” he said.

Staying consistent

Even as ABCH has become more
sophisticated in how they’ve ap-
proached caring for children over
the years, Marshall said he’s most
excited not about how much has
changed but how much has stayed
consistent.

Convention annual meeting.

meanor and engag-
ing personality have
been well received
by our faith family. Personally, I
consider Rod to be one of the wis-
est and most effective servants of
the Lord I know,” Lance said. I
always enjoy hearing him speak
and also conversing with him. [ am
grateful to the Lord for his leader-
ship among us, and I wish him the
best on this important birthday
occasion.”
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UPCOMING EVENTS

sponsored by the State Board of Missions

‘Al in Ministry: The What,
Why, and How of Artificial
Intelligence’ conference

o you have ques-

tions about Artificial

Intelligence? Do you
wonder how it might impact
ministry?

You can learn more about
that at the “Al in Ministry:
The What, Why, and How of
Artificial Intelligence” con-
ference set for May 8, 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m., at Taylor Road
Baptist Church in Montgom-
ery.

Don Barger, director of in-
novation and artificial intel-
ligence at the International
Mission Board, will help
you understand what it is
and its impact and potential

To register, visit
alsbom.org/Al
or scan the code
below with your
smariphone’s
camera.

for ministry. The sessions
throughout the day will fo-
cus on subjects like an over-
view of what Al is, how it

can be used in ministry con-
texts, and the local church
and best practices using Al.

We expect attendees of
this conference to leave em-
powered with a better under-
standing of Al and how they
might use it responsibly and
effectively.

This conference is de-
signed to assist all church
staff members at every level
of ministry or ministry sup-
port.

Registration is required,
and the $10 cost includes
lunch.

To register, visit alsbom.
org/AlL

Newish Leadership Network

outh leaders who have

been in ministry for
three years or fewer are
invited to join the Newish
Leadership Network.

Ministry in the early years
can be challenging, but you
don’t have to navigate it
alone.

The Newish Leadership
Network provides resources,
mentorship and community
to equip and encourage you
as you grow in your leader-
ship.

The $100 cost includes

essential ministry resources
and books, access to regular
Zoom meetings, attendance
at the Youth Pastor Retreat
on Sept. 8-9 at WorldSong
Missions Place and a special
in-person gathering May 19.

Zoom meetings will be
held the second and fourth
Mondays starting in April
from 1:30 to 3 p.m.

Join us as we learn, grow
and support each other in the
journey of youth ministry.
For more information, visit
ymlink.org/newish.

For more
information, visit
ymlink.org/newish
or scan the code
below with your
smariphone’s
camera.

Church Weekday Education Conference:
May 2-3 at Shocco Springs in Talladega

f you’re a church pre-

school teacher or director,
the Church Weekday Edu-
cation Conference, set for
May 2-3 at Shocco Springs

Baptist Conference Center
in Talladega, is for you.
The conference is good
for credits to meet the re-
quirements for training by

the Alabama Department of
Human Resources.

For a list of topics or to
register, visit alsbom.org/
cwe.

TAB CLASSIFIEDS

Place a classified ad below for $1 per word. For more
information call 205-870-4720, ext. 200, or email
ads@thealabamabaptist.org. To place an online classified ad
for $9.99/month, visit thealabamabaptist.org/classifieds.

CHURCH POSITIONS

PASTOR

First Baptist Church Center
Star, located in Killen, Alabama,
is prayerfully seeking a senior
pastor to lead our established,
family-focused and vibrant con-
gregation of 400 active mem-
bers. Please submit resumés to:
psctbees@gmail.com.

PASTOR

Silver Run Baptist Church in
Seale, Alabama, located in rural
Russell County, is seeking a pas-
tor that the Lord would have

to serve here. Resumés may be
sent to: P.O. Box 8, Seale, AL
36875, ATTN: Kenny Harris

or to: nthomason@pcboe.net,
ATTN: Neal Thomason.

PASTOR

Cave Spring Baptist Church,
Priceville, Alabama, seeks a full-
time pastor. We are prayerfully
seeking a man whose life aligns
with 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and has
a heart for seeking the lost and
discipling the saved. Deadline
to apply: April 5. Email:
CSBCpastorsearchcommittee@
gmail.com for more information
and job description.

PASTOR

Durant Chapel Baptist Church,
Crossroads Community of Bay
Minette, is seeking a pastor. Send
resumés to: office@durantchapel.
com, ATTN: Pastor Search
Committee.

BIVOCATIONAL PASTOR
Southside Baptist Church (a small
church) in Cullman, Alabama,

is seeking a bivocational pastor.
Send resumé to: SSBC, P.O. Box
2637, Cullman, AL 35056.

BIVOCATIONAL PASTOR
Enon Baptist Church, located

in Wilcox County, Alabama, is
prayerfully seeking a bivocational
pastor. Send inquires/resumés
to: enonbccamden@gmail.com
or mail to: Enon Baptist Church,
ATTN: Search Committee P.O.
Box 4, Camden, AL 36726.

FULL/PART-TIME

MINISTER OF WORSHIP
Parkview Baptist Church of Deca-
tur is seeking a servant of God to
direct our choir/praise and wor-
ship team and structure a God-
honoring worship set for Sunday
morning worship. Email search.
committee@parkviewdecatur.org
for more information or to submit
resumes.

OTHER POSITIONS

EDUCATION
ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT

West End Baptist Church,

Clanton, Alabama. If you are
interested in applying for this
position, please send your re-
sumé to: office@webconline.org.
Upon the receipt of a resumé, a
job description will be sent to the
applicant. The education admin-
istrative assistant’s primary func-
tion is to oversee all activities of
the main church office and per-
form secreterial duties related to
church operations. The applicant
must have strong computer skills
to include Microsoft Publisher or
equivalent, Microsoft Office and
have strong organizational and
communication skills. Applicant
must be a professing Christian
and exhibit a high level of trust
and confidentiality. Applicant
must exhibit professionalism in a
fast-paced, Christ-centered envi-
ronment.

BUSINESS

CHURCH FURNISHINGS
Baptistries, portable baptistries
with wheels, church steeples,
pew cushions, new pews, church
pew reupholstering and restora-
tion, wall crosses, stained glass
windows. Call 478-275-0235 or
email: info@superiorchurch.com.
Website: www.superiorchurch.
com

STEEPLES, ETC.

No job too big or too small.

Call for free on-site consultation.
Toll-free 1-888-699-9679 or
Alabama local 205-699-9679. Ask
for the owner, Terry Barnes. Visit
gallery at leedsstainedglass.com.

SIGNS

CHURCH SIGN

Signs are your first impression.
What kind of impression is your
church sign making? Call us to
replace/update yours with either
digital or traditional. Statewide
since 1994. 1-800-729-6844 or
205-664-0955. reliablesigns.com

TRAVEL/VACATION

ABSOLUTELY THE BEST
PRICES ON THE BEACH
Beachside vacation condos in
Orange Beach, Alabama. Rent
direct from Christian family own-
ers. Efficiencies, 1 BR, 2 BRs
and 3 BRs are available. Call
Don 251-752-2366 or www.
gulfshorescondos.com.

LOG CABIN

Lake Guntersville area, beauti-
ful view and fully furnished.
Discounts to ministers. Log on
to https://paradisevistatravel.
com/2024,/08/20/paradise-
vista-cabin to see pictures.
Email Karen for reservations
at kwlwdc@gmail.com or call
205-540-3600.
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CHRISTIA

ACROSS

1.

11.

12.

13.

14.

16.

18.

19.

21.
23.
24.
25.
26.
29.

32.
33.

35.

36.

38.

40.

41,

42.

44,

45.
46.

47.

They ... delivered him
to_____ the
governor. (Matt. 27:2)
Despise not ___ of
these little ones.
(Matt. 18:10)
Standing room only.
(abbr.)

Unknown writer.
(abbr.)

Ye shallbe __ gods.
(Gen. 3:5)

___ Francisco.
Come from God,
and went __ God.
(John 13:3)

To hold onto
something with your
hands.

Fathers. (Spanish)
Lower case. (abbr.)
Missouri. (abbr.)
Thus.

For mine eyes have
seenthy .

(Luke 2:30)

| will let down the

_ . (Luke 5:5)

A high standard.

His raiment white as
___.(Matt. 28:3)
There was ___
strength in him.

(1 Sam. 28:20)
Cleanest, best
arranged, coolest.
With many other
___did he testify.
(Acts 2:40)

Thou didst ____ upon
thine horses.

(Hab. 3:8)

A group of singers or
part of a song.

____ Domini.

The multitude ... ____
him unto Pilate.
(Luke 23:1)

In regard to. (abbr.)
He cleaveth my
__(s) asunder.

(Job 16:13)

The angel ... rolled
back the stone from
the __ . (Matt. 28:2)

N crossword
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48. In between, in the 15. Neither is there ___

midst of. in any other.

49. 2,000 pounds. (Acts 4:12)

50. Let there ___ light. 16. Knife, fork, .

(Gen. 1:3) 17. Support group for

51.___ __ order. alcoholics.

(2 Chron. 29:35) 19. A level in school.

52.1 ___ to prepare a place 20. Climbed.

for you. (John 14:2) 22. Ronald (nickname).
53. Fish eggs. 24. Wentup a___ from
54. The asses that were the earth. (Gen. 2:6)
lost three days ___. 26. Lay not this ___to
(1 Sam. 9:20) their charge.
(Acts 7:60)
DOWN 27. A wise man will hear,
1. Dad. and will increase ___.
2. Pilate wrote a title, and (Prov. 1:5)
putit __ the cross. 28. In no specific place.
(John 19:19) 30. The fear of the Lord

3. Ye know that summer is clean ___ for ever.
is___.(Mark 13:28) (Ps. 19:9)

4. Jesus  the Savior. 31. The ship was now ...,

5. ___ of the Chaldees. ____with waves.
(Gen. 15:7) (Matt. 14:24)

6. Abram departed. 34. Abraham took the
(Gen. 12:4) __ ..andlaid it

7. The fame of David upon Isaac.
went out into all __. (Gen. 22:6)
(1 Chron. 14:17) 37. One who sends.

8. Sent ___ angel. 39. Railroad. (abbr.)
(Num. 20:16) 41. Near.

9. To carry something. 42.  and crafts.

10. Seth ... called his 43. New. (prefix)

(son’s) name ___. 48. Missing in Action.

(Gen. 4:26)

(abbr.)

All Bible verses are KJV unless otherwise specified.

UPCOMING EVENTS

sponsored by the State Board of Missions

Next SPEAK Tour
coming up April 6

ant to build up
the students in
your church and

reach their friends with the
gospel?

Plan to bring them all to
SPEAK Tour.

“It’s a night of worship,
but it’s more geared toward
students bringing their
friends so that they can
hear the gospel and have
an opportunity to respond
to the gospel,” said Josh
Meadows, student ministry
strategist for the Alabama
Baptist State Board of Mis-
sions. “We also will chal-
lenge our followers of Jesus
to take the next step and
identify the person that they
want to begin praying for
and ultimately reach with
the gospel message.”

SPEAK Tour will also
have fun outdoor games for
students to play.

To register, visit
ymlink.org/
speaktour or
scan the code
below with your
smariphone’s
camera.

1S
Ok

The upcoming date and
location is April 6 at 5:30
p-m. at Mount Zion Baptist
Church in Huntsville.

Can’t make it? Check out
the website for future dates!

Admission is free, and no
preregistration is required.

For more information,
visit ymlink.org/speaktour.

Intentional Leader Series
event to focus on Pathfinder

he next Intentional

Leader Series, set for
April 8, will focus on the
Pathfinder aspect of
the four Ps of lead-
ership: Person, Pas-
tor, Preacher and
Pathfinder.

This event will
focus on strategi-
cally leading with
intentionality to
rally your church
leadership and
membership to enthusiasti-
cally work toward the goal.

Learn how to paint a picture

for your church of the fin-

CHAMPION

ished task and help them
hear the plan and pray for
it so that they eagerly strive
to get involved and
serve on the front
lines.

This conference
will be led by Bud-
dy Champion, pas-
M tor of First Baptist
Church Trussville.

The event will be
9 a.m.-2 p.m. at the
State Board of Mis-
sions in Prattville. The $10
cost includes lunch.

To register, visit alsbom.
org/ils.
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Lakewood WMU up and running to bless others

By Tracy Riggs Frontz

The Alabama Baptist

ebbie Hill has only
been a member of
Lakewood Baptist

Church in Birmingham for
about four years, but in that
time she brought back what
had been a long-standing
ministry in the church —

Woman’s Missionary Union.

Lakewood Baptist is lo-
cated in South East Lake, an
area just outside Birming-
ham. From the 1950s until
the 1970s, it was a booming
community. However, as
the suburbs of Birmingham
flourished, East Lake fami-
lies moved and the popula-
tion became older, with
many struggling financially.

The church had begun
mirroring its community, but
even with limited resources,
Lakewood prioritizes giving
to those outside the church
due to the missions-minded
focus of their pastor, Larry
Wimberly. Even so, the for-

merly thriving WMU hadn’t
met in decades by the time
Hill began attending.

Active participants
After Hill started going
to Lakewood, she noticed
that some members went
to Raleigh Avenue Baptist
Church in west Homewood
for WMU meetings. She
asked Wimberly why they
didn’t have a WMU there,
especially since they were
already doing projects.

women to talk about forming
a committee, but the women
were ready for action. At
their first meeting to discuss
it, they just went ahead and
organized a group.

On July 8, 2021, Lake-
wood’s WMU was again
an official church ministry.
They already had several
projects going, but with the
addition of once-a-month
meetings, their efforts went
into overdrive.

- Photo by Tr eAamaBptist
: ) Debbie Hill leads a recent meeting of Lakewood Baptist WMU.
Wimberly appointed a few  Even though she’s only been a member for about four years, in

that time she has brought back what had been a long-standing
ministry in the church — the Woman’s Missionary Union.

Now there is always a
project in the works: back-
packs for children in the
Mississippi Delta, shoeboxes
for Samaritan’s Purse and
Christmas stockings for area
kids, just to name a few.

The women also provide
lunch for Fire Station 19’s
firefighters in September
each year. It doesn’t take

much for them to organize
it since they already have a
potluck after each meeting.

Helping women
However, the group’s
main focus is the Lovelady
Center, a local ministry
that helps women who are
transitioning from prison,
referred by the Department

of Human Resources or are
on parole.

“I always call [Lakewood]
with any needs that the cen-
ter might have,” said Donna
Smith, Lovelady’s in-kind
resource director. “I know
it’s a small church, but they
always, always like to help
in any way they can. I over-
whelm them because with
500 women and 120 chil-
dren, our needs are great.

“And in a couple of
weeks, I get a call. ‘Come
get it. We have it for you.””

One of their projects meets
a unique need. Although the
women at Lovelady get food
from various food pantries,
birthday cake supplies are
rarely there. Although not as
necessary as food, celebrat-
ing birthdays is essential to
making loving memories for
both the children and their
moms.

The birthday cake kits that
Lakewood’s WMU make
consist of a 9-by-13 alumi-

Together

BaptistHealthAL.com
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num pan, a box of cake mix,
a can of frosting, sprinkles,
birthday candles and a can
of Sprite, which substitutes
for eggs and oil.

Not only does the WMU
provide kits for Lovelady’s
clients, but occasionally
Lovelady adds them to their
own food distribution site,
Lovelady Manna, which
serves the East Lake area.

Circle of generosity

This means Lakewood
gives to Lovelady, and then
Lovelady gives back to
Lakewood’s community,
creating a full circle of gen-
erosity.

The 15 to 20 women who
attend each month love their
WMU.

“It means getting together
and learning about different
missionaries from around
the world and praying for
them and giving them our
support,” said Jacquelyn
Franklin.

Sonya Cordor appreciates
the chance WMU gives her
to help others. “It gives me
the opportunity to share and

il

'9:30

H i

to serve the people. I have
been in a situation myself
where if it weren’t for some
good Christian people, my
kids wouldn’t have had
birthdays or clothes and

all when I became a single
mother. So this gives me the
opportunity to give back.”

“I go to a Methodist
church, and I work with mis-
sions at my church also,”
said Debbie Oden. “I love
the ladies ... so I come here
every Thursday. ... It’s [also]
a love for the children.
They’re prayed over. They’re
thought about while we’re
working on the projects.

We talk about them — the
people who are going to re-
ceive them — and we know
where they’re going and it’s
just fun.”

“[This WMU] is what my
heart and my soul needed,”
said Sophie Arthur.

Pastor Wimberly said the
ministry is vital.

“It’s not like I've got [mis-
sions] over here isolated. It’s
part of everything I do. This
is the life of our church.”

am=3 pm

9-9:30 ¢ Check-in and
refreshments

=
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About 500 women gather for Alabama
WMU’s ‘day away with friends’

bout 500 women

gathered at Heritage
Baptist Church in Mont-
gomery on Feb. 22 for
Renew, an annual event
organized by Alabama
Woman’s Missionary
Union that’s described
as “a day away with
friends.”

The Bible study leader
for the missions-focused
day was Heather Johnson,
women’s life coordinator
at New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary
and assistant director of
Thrive, the seminary’s
certificate program for
ministry wives. Nathan
and Brooke Dodd were
the worship leaders.

Renew also hosted a
WorldCrafts store and an
area called “The Back-
yard,” which offered sev-
eral display areas where

o —
Facebook/Alabama WMU

A group of women pose for a photo at Renew on Feb. 22
at Heritage Baptist Church in Montgomery. The annual
event is organized by Alabama Woman’s Missionary Union.

participants could sign up
for Pause and Pray, part of
Alabama WMU'’s partner-
ship with collegiate and
student ministries.

All who attended Renew
could also have their photo
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7404 FAIRVIEW AVENUE, PRATTVILLE
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alsbom.org/gad

made in a giant “cake” as
a reminder that Southern
Baptists will celebrate
the 100th birthday of the
Cooperative Program in
May. (The Alabama
Baptist)

Register by calling or emailing
Amy Nelson, 1-800-264-1225,
ext. 2231 or (334) 613-2231,

anelson@alsbom.org, or go
online to alsbom/gad.
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EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Sunday School Lessons

OUR WITNESS
1 Peter 2:11-17, 21-25

Our Good Works (11-12)

We know that salvation comes
only through faith in Christ, not
by works. (See Rom. 3:21-28,
Gal. 2:16, Eph. 2:8-9, Phil.
3:8-11.) However, it is not in-
consistent for Christians to claim
that faith without works is dead
(James 2:26). Good works are a
fruit of the new life we have in
Christ.

peace and joy in situations such
as this. We are called to submit
to all authorities not because of
their inherent goodness or abil-
ity to serve justly but because of
God (v. 13).

It is because of God’s will that
we do good works and submit to
authorities, living lives of holi-
ness unto the Lord as a means to
bring Him glory.

It is our very freedom in Christ
that allows us to joyfully submit

to human author-

Because of faith, “Live as people ity, not as slaves to
we do good works the government but
for the glory of who are fr ee, not as free people un-
God. In our pas- . der the lordship of
sage today, Peter is using your freedom Christ.
reminding Chris- .
tians of the call to S A for Our Example

do good works, not
as a means of earn-

evil, but living as

(21-25)
As we submit

ing anything butas  servants of God.” to all authorities,

a means to glorify we also recognize

God. 1 Peter 2:16 that suffering will
He urges Chris- come. Unjust treat-

tians, as strangers and exiles, to
abstain from the sinful desires
of their hearts that wage war
against their souls. We are not

at home in this temporary world
but look forward to the unshak-
able and eternal Kingdom to
come (Heb. 12:28). While we
wait we are to fight off the sinful
desires of our flesh. Why is this
important? We conduct ourselves
honorably before the Gentiles so
that our good work glorifies the
Lord before the watching world.

Our Freedom (13-17)

Peter continues his letter with
another command for Christians
of all ages. He not only urges
us to abstain from sin and to do
good works that glorify God, but
he also calls us to submit to all
who hold authority — including
the government. I know this can
be such a touchy subject to talk
about these days.

Whether you like your elected
officials or not often dictates
how well you receive a com-
mand like this, but there is an
important reminder that Peter
gives us that should bring us

ment, persecution and suffering
are not uncommon in the Chris-
tian life.

It is not a matter of “if” it will
happen but truly only “when.”
As Peter recognizes this, he
gives the greatest encouragement
we can have as believers. Christ,
our perfect example, suffered
well so that we can follow in His
footsteps.

Christ did not commit sin, was
not deceitful and did not hurl
insults in return, but as He suf-
fered He trusted entirely in the
just Judge, God the Father. And
it is through Christ’s suffering on
the tree that we experience true
freedom.

We have freedom to live fully
to God and submit joyfully to all
authorities — even in the face of
suffering. As Peter says, it’s by
Christ’s wounds — His suffer-
ing — that we have been healed.
Though we were once lost sheep,
we have returned to the Shep-
herd of our souls, Jesus Christ.

EDITOR’S NOTE — The
Sunday School lesson outlines are
provided by Lifeway.

By Nathan Harris, Ph.D.

Vice President for Strategic Initiatives, University of Mobile

OUR RELATIONSHIPS
1 PETER 3:1-12

1 Peter 3 begins with what many
scholars consider the “household
code.”

Speaking directly to wives, hus-
bands and then all believers, Peter
is addressing primarily how we
are to live in relationship to those
around us, whether it be our spouse
or even more broadly, the world
around us.

Other passages on the household
code include Ephesians 5:22-6:9
and Colossians 3:18—4:1.

As Peter draws from the context
of 1 Peter 2:18-20, he speaks to
both wives and husbands on how
they are to live together and how
they are to honor the Lord through
their marriage (1 Pet. 3:1-7) be-
fore addressing how Christians
should relate to one another (1 Pet.
3:8-12).

Wives (1-6)

First, Peter speaks directly to
wives in verses 1-6, calling them
to live in submission to their hus-
bands.

Just as slaves submit to their
masters and citizens submit to their
authorities (2:13), “in the same
way,” Peter calls wives to submit to
their husbands.

This is not to say that the rela-
tionship between wives and hus-
bands is identical to that of slaves
and masters but is more so telling
us about the relational dynamic
present in marriage.

Wives submit to the headship and
authority of their husbands. Why?

As Peter says, so the unbeliev-
ing husband is won over by the
way she lives her life according to
God’s Word.

Even without saying a word, a
wife’s submission to her husband
can lead an unbelieving spouse to
the faith.

And instead of focusing on her
outward appearance, wives should
be attentive to their hearts —
adorning themselves with a gentle
and quiet spirit, joyfully submitting
to their husbands, which all ulti-
mately honors the Lord.

For March 30

Husbands (7)

After addressing the wives in
verses 1-6, Peter turns his attention
on the other half of marriages —
the husbands.

At first glance, one may notice
that Peter addresses the wives with
six verses while only dedicating
one verse to the husbands.

This is not to say one part of the
marriage needs less directive from
God’s word, but that Peter was pri-
marily focusing on those who were
more liable to experience oppres-
sion from authorities rather than
those who exercise authority (Sch-
reiner p.180).

In speaking to husbands, Peter
tells them to live in an understand-
ing way with their wives that shows
honor and treats them as coheirs of
grace.

Peter is giving directive on how
husbands are to lead — with under-
standing and honor.

The headship of the husband
isn’t intended to be domineering or
harsh.

Instead it is to model the same
sacrificial love that Christ gave for
the church (Eph. 5:25).

Husbands are to exercise their
role with understanding, honor and
love.

All Believers (8-12)

Lastly, Peter addresses Christian
relationships between one another.

Broadening the scope from hus-
bands and wives, Peter encourages
believers to be of one mind, hav-
ing compassion for each other, and
with humility exhibiting compas-
sion for each other.

Instead of seeking to retaliate
when experiencing something
unjust (paying back evil for evil),
Christians are called to bless oth-
ers.

In supporting these statements,
Peter says the one who wants to
love life and experience good days
does not pursue evil and deceitful-
ness but keeps himself clean of
wrong doing and speaks truth.

Christians should seek peace for
their lives and pursue it.

For the Lord is for those who
pursue righteousness, and His face
is against those who do evil.
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BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

Sunday School Lessons

THE SIGN OF HIS PROVISION
John 6:1-15

In the Gospel of John, Jesus’
fourth sign happens back in Gali-
lee, a region that was once the
northern part of ancient Israel but
at the time of the event is con-
trolled by Herod Antipas.

This sign is one of the few sto-
ries shared by all four Gospels.
In John, all signs — works of
divine power — point to Jesus’
identity and thus are critical for
John’s message that Jesus is the
Son sent by the Father to reveal
the Father.

The correct response to the
signs is to have faith in Jesus.

Jesus sees our needs. (1-5)
Rather than going to Jerusa-
lem for this Passover, Jesus goes
to a mountain in Galilee where

crowds flock to Him. John is
calling attention

enough to provide everyone a
full meal.

But of course, he’s also wrong.
Andrew finds a boy who had the
foresight to pack a lunch of bar-
ley loaves and dried fish, and this
one meal turns out to be more
than 200 denarii could provide.
All get as much as they want
to eat.

Jesus provides what
we need, not necessarily
what we want. (12-15)
Jesus provides even more,
however, for 12 baskets full of
pieces of barley loaves remain.
The implication is that Philip
has failed the test, for he was in
Cana when Jesus provided far
more than the guests at a vil-
lage wedding celebration could
consume. Moreover, the miracu-
lous abundance in these events
recalls miracles from Israel’s
past — God’s gift

to a remarkable “Andrew said to him, of manna in the
irony. Rather than | . wilderness in Exo-
feasting on Pass- There is a boy here dus 16:14-26, the
over lamb, God’s . multiplication of
Passover Lamb who has five barl ey oil and flour in 1
(1:29, 35;19:14) is loaves and two Kings 17:7-16 and

feeding the crowd.
The event also
partially fulfills

fish, but what are

2 Kings 4:1-7, and
the celebration of
God’s provision in

Jesus® words to the  they for so many?’” Psalm 23:5.
Samaritan woman The people un-
(4:21). John 6:9 derstand something

In the accounts

in Matthew, Mark and Luke, the
disciples ask Jesus near the end
of the day to send the crowd into
villages so that they can eat. But
in John, Jesus initiates the sign
when He asks Philip where the
disciples can purchase bread to
feed the crowd. It is a test with
repercussions that Jesus address-
es the next day (vv. 25-40).

Jesus can work mightily
with whatever we trust
to His care. (6-11)
Philip thinks Jesus is inquiring
about something that is impos-
sible. He is right, for 200 denarii
was around seven months’ wages
for a typical laborer. Philip says
that such a fortune would not be

important, howev-
er, and want to make “the Prophet
who is to come into the world”
their king. This will happen in
chapter 19, but it is premature
now for the Son’s “hour” will not
come for another year (13:1).

In verse 26, Jesus begins to
give the key for understanding
the sign of the loaves and fishes.
Even better than the manna God
provided in the wilderness, Jesus
is the Bread that never perishes
but “lasts for eternal life” (v. 27).

He is the Bread of Life (v. 35),
the true Bread that came “down
from heaven and gives life to the
world” (v. 33; see 3:16).

Jesus Himself is God’s abun-
dant, eternal provision for the
world that He loves.

By James R. Strange, Ph.D.

Professor of Biblical and Religious Studies, Samford University

THE SIGN OF HIS PRESENCE
John 6:16-21

In our fifth session on signs
(miracles) in the Gospel of John,
we read John’s account of Jesus
walking on water, a story that also
appears in Matthew 14:22-33 and
Mark 6:45-56. As with the other
signs, it ends with Jesus’ statement
about who He is.

Jesus has just fed 5,000 men and
an unknown number of women
and children with a boy’s meager
lunch, and the disciples collect 12
baskets of leftover fragments. Like
the manna in the wilderness, Jesus
demonstrates God’s abundant pro-
vision.

Thus, the fourth sign echoes the
astonishing amount of wine in the
first — the wedding in Cana — and
in turn anticipates the miraculous
catch of fish in chapter 21. These
signs also set up two of Jesus’ fa-
mous “I am” statements in John: Je-
sus is the Bread of Life (v. 35) and
the true Vine (15:1, 5).

Life without Jesus
is dangerous. (16-18)

Near the place where He fed the
crowd on the eastern shore of the
Sea of Galilee, Jesus has withdrawn
to a mountain to avoid being de-
clared king by the people (v. 15).
If they had done so, Antipas would
have responded ruthlessly and vio-
lently as an agent of the Roman
government.

This mountain of Jesus’ isolation
is probably the plateau of the Golan
Heights, and it would have taken
much time and effort to climb the
steep slope and descend it again to
the lake’s shore.

As a result, Jesus’ disciples get
into a boat that evening without
Him to begin their return journey
to Capernaum. They are hindered,
however, by a strong wind and
rough water, and they proceed only
three to four miles. This puts them

For March 30

close to their des-
tination but still not on firm, dry
land.

Jesus’ presence
brings peace. (19-20)

That must explain their terror
at seeing Jesus walking near their
boat. There is no shallow water here
to provide an optical illusion of a
miracle. Untroubled by wind or sea,
Jesus treads the surface of the lake,
suspended 65 to 80 feet above its
floor. The disciples who were fish-
ermen must have known of people
who drowned much closer to land.

Jesus knows they are afraid and
soothes them. He says to them, “I
AM. Fear not.”

Many translations render Jesus’
statement, “It is I,” but in John’s
telling, Jesus speaks the words that
God said to Moses in the Greek
translation of Exodus 3:14. When
Moses asks the Voice from the
burning bush the name of the One
who is sending him, the reply is,

“I AM the One Who Is.” There is a
simpler way in Greek to say “I am,”
but to identify Himself, Jesus has
chosen the familiar, biblical words
of divine revelation, and they must
have rung in the disciples’ ears.
Once again, He has made Himself
equal to God (5:18).

Jesus’ presence
will see us through. (21)

Surely the disciples understood
the miraculous arrival at their desti-
nation as proof of Jesus’ claim.

Although John doesn’t say so, the
wind and waves must have calmed,
which is another thing that only
God accomplishes (Ps. 65:7, 89:9,
107:29; Jon. 1:15; Is. 51:10; com-
pare Matt. 8:26; Mark 4:39; Luke
8:24).

Jesus speaks as the “I AM” who
redeemed Israel from bondage, and
it is He who speaks assurance to
their fear and calm to the winds that
buffet them.

“But He said to them, ‘It is I; do not be afraid.’

Then they were glad to take Him into the boat.”

John 6:20-21
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“He said to Philip, Where shall we buy bread, that these may eat?’
But this He said to test him, for He Himself knew what He would do.”

JOHN 6:5B-6
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UPCOMING EVENTS

sponsored by the State Board of Missions

2025 ENCOURAGE:
A senior adult
worship service

pend a morning in fel-
S lowship with other senior

adults being encouraged
through God’s Word and a time
of music celebration!

2025 ENCOURAGE is a wor-
ship service designed to encour-
age senior adults in evangelism
and Christian living.

You’ll be revived in spirit and
motivated to continue serving in
God’s purpose for your life.

ENCOURAGE will be held

PENROD

LANCE

May 5 from 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.
at First Baptist Church Pelham.

Rick Lance, executive di-
rector of the Alabama Baptist
State Board of Missions, will
be speaking, and worship will
be led by Guy Penrod, former
lead singer of the Gaither Vocal
Band, and gospel pianist Frank
Jones.

The event is free, but registra-
tion is encouraged at alsbom.
org/encourage.

JONES

Two-day fraining equips
pastors for fransitional minisiry

Imost every church is in need
of revitalization. And when
a church is in between pastors,
that’s when a trained transitional
pastor can be an asset in prepar-
ing a church for its next season.

Transitional Pastor Training,

a two-day event planned for
April 21-22 at the State Board
of Missions, will equip pastors
for transition ministry by train-
ing them to work with a group in
the church, taking them through
a stage-by-stage process of re-
newed mission.

A transitional pastor can assist
the church in dealing with major
issues as well as realigning the
church around biblical mission.

“Churches in periods without

pastors need experienced, sancti-
fied and wise leadership,” said
Ken Allen, director of the SBOM
office of LeaderCare.

Transitional Pastor Training
will feature two special guests
— Henry Webb, who retired in
2005 after 28 years of service at
Lifeway in the areas of pastoral
ministries, discipleship and dea-
con ministry; and Dan Garland,
who was director of pastoral
ministries for Lifeway from 2007
to 2015.

The event will run Monday
from 1 to 7:30 p.m. and Tuesday
from 8:30 a.m. to 5:15 p.m. The
cost is $25 and includes dinner
Monday and lunch Tuesday.

To register, visit alsbom.org/tpt.
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The Wellness

Kitchen

“Nature is God’s Wellness Kitchen

where Food is Medicine.”

By Pat Terry

The Wellness Kitchen

CARAMELIZED CHICKEN
WITH FRESH MANGO

Makes 4 servings

3/4 cup dark brown sugar 2 red chilies, thinly sliced
(optional)

1/2 cup cold water

4 cups boneless breast or
thigh chicken cut into 2 inch

slices

1/3 cup soy sauce

1/3 cup rice wine vinegar

2 ripe mangoes, peeled and
4 cloves garlic, crushed chopped
2 inch piece of fresh ginger,
peeled and grated

1/2 cup roasted peanuts

1 bunch green onions,
4 tablespoons high temperature chopped
oil (safffower, rice bran, peanut,

canola, coconut or grapeseed)

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Whisk brown sugar, water, soy sauce, rice wine, garlic and
ginger together in a bowl! until brown sugar is completely
dissolved, about one minute; set aside.

Toasted sesame oil (optional)

2. Heat oilin a skillet over high heat: add chicken.

3. Pour 1/3 cup of the brown sugar mixture over the chicken.
Cook and stir until the mixture has a syrup-like consistency, 6 to
7 minutes.

4. Pour in the remaining brown sugar mixture. Cook until the
chicken is tfender and is no longer pink inside, about 5 minutes.

5. Stirin mangoes, peanuts and green onions. Cook until warmed
through, 2 to 3 minutes.

6. Serve with jasmine or sticky rice.

7. Sprinkle with toasted sesame oil if desired.

Adapted from allrecipes.com

What’s

nce thought of as an exot-

ic tropica

are now available year-
round. Although native to
Southeast Asia, thousands of mango

varieties are spread

tral and South America as well as

Africa.

When we lived
in Costa Rica and
Venezuela, man-
goes were so plen-
tiful in season that
you were expected
to leave the extra
outside your gate
for anyone to take!
Of course, now in
the United States
we can get them
year-round, but
many are still im-
ported.

The growing sea-
son for U.S. grown
mangoes is January
through September,
duction in June and

The south is fortunate to have
Florida mangoes close at hand.
What a great way to bring sunshine
to your meals in midwinter!

» Peak time: Available from U.S.

in season right now?
Mango

farms March to September, peak
season 1S summer.

» Average price: $1.10 each

» Tips for selection and stor-
age: Choose large, plump fruit with
smooth skin that has at least begun
to color. A ripe mango will yield to
gentle pressure.
Fresh smelling,
| well colored but
firm fruit will ripen
| well in a brown
paper bag at room
temperature. Avoid
mushy or withered
fruit, bruises or
large black spots.
Use ripened fruit
immediately or
refrigerate for 1-2
days.

» Nutritional
highlights: Man-
goes are excellent
sources of vitamins
A and C as well as
dietary fiber. They also provide thia-
min, riboflavin, niacin, vitamin B6,
vitamin E, potassium, magnesium
and copper. Mangoes have many
phytonutrients including beta caro-
tene, lutein, anthocyanins, polyphe-
nols, gallic and egallic acids.

1 fruit, mangoes

throughout Cen-

Photo by Pat Terry

with peak pro-
July.

Pat Terry started The Wellness Kitchen as a way to share the
knowledge she’s acquired over the 30 years she served as
a professor of nutrition and dietetics at Samford University

in Birmingham,

Terry was the first nonclinical dietitian appointed by the
International Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention

Alabama. Prior to her work at Samford,

to serve overseas. Visit her website at thewellnesskiftchenrd.com. -
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Selections focus on theme of resurrection ahead of Easter

When Do Easter Eggs

Hatch?

By Hank Crutchfield

WestBow Press, 2023

Hank Crutchfield’s young son
once asked him an intriguing

question: “When do Easter eggs

hatch?”

That sparked the idea for a simple
and beautiful children’s book to
help explain the true meaning of
Easter. Crutchfield is a Marine vet-
eran and citrus grower in Florida
who, as a
devout Chris-
tian, wanted
to write a sto-
ry that would
help young g
children think [&
about the real |
message of
Easter. The
result is a

colorful story
based around a child named Jack
and his family.

The boy is curious and confused
about a bunny bringing eggs, and
his parents and little sister don’t
have a good answer for his ques-
tion about when the eggs hatch. The
story is told in rhyme and written
in easy-to-understand terms most
young readers can grasp.

EDITOR’S NOTE

Reviews of films, books, music
or other media that appear

in TAB are intended to help
readers evaluate current
media for themselves, their
children and grandchildren

in order to decide whether to
watch, read or listen. Reviews
are not an endorsement by the
writer or TAB Media.

It follows the family to church
on Easter Sunday, where the Sun-
day School class gives information
about the resurrection of Jesus. But
Jack is still wondering about the
eggs. The family visits a beautiful
meadow on their way home and gets
involved in an Easter egg hunt. Jack
finds an egg in which his father has
put a note that answers the ques-
tion in a gentle and uplifting way.
The resurrection of Jesus is clearly
taught and celebrated.

While the story is short, it would
be excellent for parents or grandpar-
ents to share with young children.
Sunday School teachers may also
find the book a unique way to open
a discussion about the Easter holi-
day and its true meaning.

The Young Samaritan
By J. Schuyler Sprowles
BookBaby, 2024
S chuyler Sprowles has written

a creative and moving novel
that tells the story of a young man
from Samaria at the time of Jesus.
Through the eyes of this youth
named Joshua, we encountered the
story of Jesus in a unique and mem-
orable way.

Sprowles, who grew up in Chi-
cago, has had a long career in tele-
vision journalism and is currently
a magazine publisher in California.
“The Young Samaritan” is his first
novel. The book moves along at
a good pace, beginning in a small
village in ancient Samaria where
Joshua faces serious family prob-
lems and is forced to leave home.
The reader gets a good sense of life
in the ancient world through the ex-
periences of this young man.

Joshua spends time with a re-
clusive uncle and meets a woman
who helps him and seems to have
prophetic insight, predicting that
Joshua would soon encounter the

promised Messiah. Indeed, he meets
Jesus and the apostles on their jour-
ney into Samaria.

The author is careful in handling
the fictional encounters between the
boy and Jesus. Much of what Jesus
says is adapted directly from the
gospel accounts. We get a sort of
sideways glance at familiar biblical
stories like the woman at the well
in Samaria and the feeding of the
5,000.

Eventually, the young man trav-
els to Jerusalem and is a witness to
the crucifixion and resurrection of
Christ. In fact, the reference to “an
unidentified boy who flees the Gar-
den of Gethsemane after Jesus’ ar-
rest” — recorded in Mark 14:51-52
— provides the inspiration for the
novel.

Though many New Testament
scholars suggest the account refers
to Mark himself, Sprowles consid-
ered the text in
a different way
and built the
story around a
fictional Samar-
itan youth. The
book is filled
with many bib-
lical insights,
and the author’s
speculations are
closely tied to
scriptural situations. Readers of his-
torical fiction and Christian novels
will especially find this book enjoy-
able and uplifting.

YOUNG
SAMARITAN

The Three Resurrections
By John G. “Jack” Green
Soncoast Publishing, 2022

t the heart of Christianity is the

resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Drawing on his extensive ministry
experience, John G. “Jack” Green
writes a thoughtful exploration of
the centrality of Christ’s victory

over death and how it brings two
other resurrections into the salva-
tion of every believer. The second
resurrection is the new birth, or the
conversion of each true believer
from spiritual death into eternal
life. The third
resurrection

; The Three

is the glorious Resurrections
hope of the
future bodily

resurrection of
every believer
at the return of
Christ.

Green, a for-
mer military
chaplain, mis-
sionary to Korea and pastor of six
churches, graduated from Howard
College (now Samford University)
and Southeastern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary. “The Three Resur-
rections” takes the reader through a
devotional meditation of the Bible
and how the resurrection of Jesus
fulfills the heart of God’s plan of re-
demption. Along the way, he shares
personal insights and ministry expe-
riences that illustrate and encourage.

Green writes with a pastor’s heart
and uses his material to nourish
faith and to correct common mis-
understandings.

For example, he notes his long-
time friend coach Bobby Bowden’s
testimony and shares a list of spiri-
tual practices that Bowden received
from his parents: “Obey God above
all, weekly church attendance
with my parents, regular tithing at
church, regular Bible study, family
prayer before each meal, prayer be-
fore retiring at night.”

I found this slim book to be full of
wisdom and truth. Jack Green has
given the reader an uplifting, Bible-
based study of the power of Christ’s
resurrection that can transform lives
here and forever.

JOHN G.“JACK” GREEN
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By Mark MacDonald

BeKnownforSomething.com

Coordinate

Church branding essential: “Matchy matchy’

he church branding es-
sential for communica-
tion can be summed
up in this fun phrase:
matchy matchy.

In fact, there are four areas that
must match. And by doing the hard
work of making these areas similar
(i.e. matchy matchy), you’ll create
an environment of trust, reliability
and loyalty for your congregation
and community. Traits that every
church needs.

Here are the four areas that must
matchy matchy:

1. Design match. Your church
has a design flair (whether con-
trolled or not). From interior
design, to exte-
rior surfaces, your
L | church also should
| control your logo,
social media de-
signs, website
interfaces, email
layouts and signa-
tures, and promo-
tional designs in
banners, bulletins

MACDONALD

and flyers.

There should be more similarity
and disparity. Ultimately, don’t re-
design things randomly when you
can make your designs match.

Rule of thumb: your design
match should easily communicate
your church brand even without a
logo on it. Be known for matching
designs.

2. Color match. The church
branding essential for wholistic
visual connectivity is a color pal-
ette. For decades, interior design
has used a 60/30/10 palette. And
church branding wisdom says to
use something similar.

A palette consisting of a primary
color that’s used 60% of the time
throughout all design materials. A

secondary color that’s used 30%,
and a tertiary “pop” color that’s
used sparingly for 10% of the pal-
ette.

Identification

This suit of colors creates an
overall outfit that you’re identified
by. The colors should match each
other, and all designs should match
one another.

Rule of thumb: Like a pastor’s
suit, the primary color is the suit,
the secondary is the shirt, and the
tie is added for interest. Be known
for matching your color palette.

3. Font match. When content
is spelled out in your church com-
munication, you’ll rely heavily on

Unsplash.com Photo

a font palette. Since there are thou-
sands of fonts to choose from, it’s
wise, as part of your church brand-
ing essential to limit them. And like
colors, they must coordinate.

From lyrics on the screen to the
church bulletin, to signage, statio-
nery, social media posts, emails
and your website, the overall look
of your design will rely on how
well your font match.

Rule of thumb: an effective
church brand will regularly use less
than 3 fonts that match throughout
communication materials. Usu-
ally you’ll need a headline font, a
paragraph font, and optionally, a
display font (like a script). An ex-

“As a pastor or church communicator, if you’re doing

message matching correctly, you’ll get tired of saying
things that match. But the outcome will be heard ... .”

Mark MacDonald. communication pastor

ception: choose a google font that’s
similar to your controlled brand
font for online matching. Be known
for matching your font palette.

4. Message match. This is the
most difficult item to match across
your church communication. This
requires a lot of skill and control
from your pastors, designers, min-
istry assistants and communicators.

Clear message

It mandates that you know your
branding thread (the benefit you're
known for) and its associated key-
words and key phrases. As a pastor
or church communicator, if you’re
doing message matching correctly,
you’ll get tired of saying things
that match. But the outcome will be
heard as your congregation uses the
same beneficial message in their
speech.

Rule of thumb: use reliable re-
search to determine your thread.
And reliable keyword research to
identify what’s being searched for
(e.g. Google) by similar people to
your audience in your area. Match-
ing those words and concepts regu-
larly throughout your church com-
munication completes the matchy
matchy church branding essential
components. Be known for mes-
sage matching.

EDITOR’S NOTE — Mark Mac-
Donald is a communication pastor,
speaker, consultant, bestselling au-
thor and church branding strategist
for BeKnownforSomething.com,
empowering thousands of pastors
and churches to become known for
something relevant (a communica-
tion thread) throughout their minis-
tries, on their church websites and
social media. His church branding
book, “Be Known for Something,”
is available at BeKnownBook.com.
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Accelerate Your Ministry
Refresh your soul

Doctor of Ministry

Achieve your potential in life and ministry with Gateway Seminary's Doctor of Ministry Degree.
Available through 100% distance learning or a hybrid approach that includes two week-long trips.

For more information, email: dmin@gs.edu

Application Deadline: April 1
)
&

Gateway Seminary
BIBLICAL theology with a MISSIONAL approach for a GLOBAL impact

I\\\ Gospel mCIty




EXCLUSIVE DIGITAL EDITION SECTION

By Chris Doyle

International Mission Board

Misstons education

IMB’s college offers training for church leaders, volunteers

ttending International

Mission Board Mis-

sions College, the

IMB noted, “can

benefit all Southern
Baptist churches.” This event of-
fers hands-on training for pastors,
church leaders, mission trip par-
ticipants and church members who
are engaged in short-term missions
or who are interested in partnering
with field missionaries.

The next IMB Missions College
is this week (Jan. 22-25) in Rich-
mond, Virginia.

Presenters representing all eight
IMB affinities will attend Missions
College. Lloyd Rodgers, IMB mis-
sionary who helps facilitate this

experience, emphasized it’s a major

training event.

Learning components

A major part of Missions College

is learning the components of the
missionary task: Entry, evangelism,
disciple-making, church planting,
leadership development and exit to
partnership. Church leaders who
attend are encouraged to learn this
IMB framework, which can en-
hance missions involvement.

“Talking about the whole mis-
sionary task from entry to exit and
helping them understand that is a
process that can take some time,”
Rodgers said, noting if churches
commit to reach a certain people
group or a certain location of the
world, understanding the mission-
ary task will enhance their commit-
ment.

“I love it when participants get
that ‘a-ha’ moment of what they
thought was missions and realizing
it involves a lot more,” he said.

Along with learning the mission-
ary task, participants will develop
skills and gain knowledge needed

to effectively engage the lost in
cross-cultural settings.

The Missions College program
facilitates interaction and builds
relationships with IMB missionar-
ies and staff from a variety of af-
finities, as well as other Southern
Baptists who are passionate for
missions.

Church members who have an
interest in mission work have made
multiple appearances. Brent Wal-
drep, IMB diaspora research strate-

INTERNATIONAL
MISSION BOARD

gist, recommended return trips to
Missions College.

“In the first year [of attending
Missions College] you’ve learned
the basics,” Waldrep said.

“And then you come back anoth-
er year, and you’re a little bit more
advanced. You choose a different

“People do return because they really love missions.”

Brent Waldrep
IMB diaspora research strategist

r’i.t

session to be in and have chances
to talk to more missionaries.”

Connections and investments are
made with missionaries that last
for years, and church leaders and
members often feel more involved
with what is happening in other
countries for reaching the spiritu-
ally lost.

“People do return because they
really love missions,” Waldrep said.
“They love the lost. They love the
idea of missions.”

EDITOR’S NOTE — This story
was written by Chris Doyle and
originally published by the Interna-
tional Mission Board.

4

IMB Photo

Participants in the IMB Missions College engage with six components of the missionary task. The activity involved figur-
ing out how and when it’s necessary to abide in Christ and how each component interacts.
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e With the D-Life Journal for NT 1, you have a simple and biblical tool
for leading a D-Group for an entire year—anytime & anywhere.

e With D-Life for Families, you have a companion to the D-Life Journal or
a stand-alone tool for discipling your family for an entire year.

Dr. Bill Wilks is a lead pastor and author whose D-Life Journals are used
by 1000s for personal disciple-making. Josh Wilks is an associate pastor
and author who has written an excellent tool for family discipleship.

To order D-Life Journals and D-Life for Families...

www.livethedlife.com/store
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Planned

By Michael J. Brooks

The Alabama Baptist

Richard Blackaby teaches ‘“The Ways of God’ at the Cove

ou’re not here by acci-

dent. God’s been put-

ting things in place for

your life since eternity

began. Our task is
seeking His will and committing
ourselves to obedience whatever
the cost.”

Richard Blackaby spoke to some
260 participants from 20 states in
2024 at the Billy Graham Training
Center at the Cove.

Blackaby, president of Blackaby
Ministries International, noted the
event was his 52nd conference at
the Cove, a Christian conference
center in Asheville, North Carolina.

Earlier conferences there were
done in partnership with his father
Henry, author of “Experiencing
God,” who died earlier in 2024 at
age 88.

Blackaby used his newest book,
“The Ways of God: How God Re-
veals Himself Before a Watching
World,” as his theme.

“One of the struggles the modern
church has is not refusing to do the
right things but doing God’s work
in the world’s way,” Blackaby said.
“We must seek the ways of God
in all we do, even when His ways
seem not to make sense.

“My dad used to say, ‘If God’s
plan made perfect sense to me, it
probably didn’t come from God!””

Grounded in Scripture

Blackaby, who also held an-
other Cove retreat in March 2025
on hope for the last days found in
Revelation, said God’s ways are
biblical, and a familiarity with the
Bible will keep believers grounded
in seeking the will of God.

“God will never lead us contrary
to His Word,” he said.

“God’s voice will match Scrip-
ture. And His Word is more impor-

Michael J. Brooks/The Alabama Baptist

Richard Blackaby meets people at a book signing at The Cove.

tant than how we feel about some-
thing or what pop culture teaches.”

He also suggested that God’s
ways are always holy.

“God will never ask us to lie,
be unkind to others or break our
sacred vows,” he said. “When we
pray ‘hallowed be Thy name,’
we’re actually asking God to honor
His character in us. This isn’t
something we ever take lightly.”

Blackaby said God’s ways are
powerful, noting Paul’s declara-
tion in 1 Corinthians 4:20 that “the
Kingdom of God is not a matter of
talk but of power.”

“There are more sermons

preached every week in America
than at any time in history,” he
said. “But we also live in an age of
great spiritual need. Words alone
won’t do it. We must humbly seek
the power of God to energize His
work.”

Blackaby suggested Baptists of-
ten pray “safe prayers” like “bless
the service” or “bless this food” but
must learn to bring the full weight
of our needs to God.

‘Seek the truth’

“How powerful is our God? How
big is our God?” Blackaby asked.
“The Bible declares He is our pro-

“If we want to relate to God, we must

always seek the truth.”

Richard Blackaby
author, speaker

vider and protector, and we must
trust Him to provide what we need
to accomplish His work.”

Blackaby said God’s ways are
true in contrast to the lies of Satan,
which he called Satan’s “super-
power.”

“If we want to relate to God, we
must always seek the truth,” he
said. “The Spirit of God reveals the
truth not to put us on guilt trips but
to set us free from things that en-
slave us.”

Blackaby said God’s ways are
“relational” since believers are in-
vited to fellowship with Him and
with other believers, and God’s
ways are “joyful” since “in [His]
presence there is fullness of joy”
(Ps. 16:11).

Blackaby concluded with the
theme of peace.

‘Disturbing world’

“Of course we live in a disturb-
ing world,” he said. “The news
media and the advertising media
try to make us anxious. They tell us
to tune in for the latest update and
to buy the newest thing. But Jesus
is the Prince of Peace. He dwells
within us and gives us peace like
a fortress protects from enemy at-
tacks.”

Blackaby challenged attendees
during a concluding invitational
and prayer time to commit to live
the ways of God in their lives.

“We’re to live in the same way,
and when we commit to doing so,
we don’t need to announce it to
others,” Blackaby said. “Those
around us will sense the difference
in our lives. They will know we’ve
been with God.”

Conference events are listed at
thecove.org.

The Blackaby Ministries Interna-
tional website is Blackaby.org.





