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‘Ministry |4l
out of a match’

Panola’s Galilee Baptist, other rural churches
burned in 2006 mark 20 years of God’s blessings

By Jennifer Davis Rash Four churches in Pickens Coun-  County churches. All three were
The Alabama Baptist ty — including Galilee — were convicted and served time in fed-
ore than 100 people  burned the night of Feb. 7, 2006, a  eral prison.
from Alabama and few days after five churches were Bibb County Circuit Judge Mar-
Mississippi gathered  torched in Bibb County. vin W. Wiggins, who presided
at Galilee Mission- over some of the trials and hear-
ary Baptist Church in Panola the 9 churches targeted ings related to the case, served as
evening of Feb. 7 to mark the Three college-aged students guest speaker for the 20th anniver- Photo by Jennifer Davis Rash/The Alabama Baptist
20th anniversary of what Pastor confessed to burning the Bibb sary event.
Bob Little calls “a blessing in the =~ County churches, and then two of “It was a remarkable moment
blaze.” the three also targeted the Pickens (See ‘God,” page 2)

SPOTLIGHT SPONSOR ...

Reliable Sign Services — Your sign is your silent greeter — the first impression
your business, church or school makes. How is yours working for you? SCAN ME
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‘Church of today’

750 Alabama teens depart Young Lions Conference with Bibles in hand

escribed by one

church leader as the

“best weekend of the

year,” more than 750

middle school and
high school students gathered at
Redemption Church in Saraland,
Alabama, for a weekend (Jan.
16—-17) of “Bible teaching, power-
ful worship and intentional small
group conversation.”

And before the weekend was
over, each student went home with
a Bible donated by Lifeway Chris-
tian Resources.

‘Heroes of the weekend’

“Words can’t really describe how
impactful weekends like this are in
the lives of teenagers,” said Russ
Taylor, student pastor at Redemp-
tion Church, in an Instagram post.

He noted students from churches
and throughout the community “in
Mobile and Baldwin County left
knowing they’re the Church of To-
day.”

“We’re praying that what we
started here won’t stay here. YLC
weekend is hard work but good

Students at the Young Lions Conference in Saraland hold up their new Bibles,
which were donated by Lifeway Christian Resources.

work, and I know God has and is
going to use it to do more than we
could even imagine.”

He added, “It wouldn’t hap-
pen without an army. Every small
group leader, the heroes of the
weekend, leading. Every family

opening up their home to teenag-
ers. Every person that served on
site at the conference. ... Most of
all grateful to God for keeping this
vision alive for our city and using it
for His glory! Let’s do it again next
year.” (The Alabama Baptist)

‘God wanted to see what Wwe were going to do,’ Wiggins says

(continued from page 1)

20 years ago when the church burn-
ers went around the Black Belt,” he
said. “Several (of the nine church-
es) were burned to the ground.”

Preaching from the book of Job,
Wiggins said, “Sometimes God
uses tragedy to transform our lives
... sometimes tragedy builds us up.

“God had us in place to be in a
position to talk to pastors, to talk
to the families and talk to the kid’s
parents about what should happen.
All T could think about was what if
it had been one of our (kids)?”

Grace and forgiveness

In the end, the pastors and church
leaders chose grace and forgive-
ness. The young men were granted
concurrent prison sentences instead
of the sentences being added up
into a lifetime in prison. They were
released while still in their 20s
with an opportunity to rebuild their
lives.

Photo by Jennier Davis Rash/The Alabama Baptist
JUDGE MARVIN WIGGINS

“God wanted to see what we
were going to do,” Wiggins noted.
“Are y’all going to be like them?
Or are y’all going to remember My
goodness?”

And He wanted others to see His

goodness too, Wiggins added. “A
church once sitting out here in the
middle of nowhere is now on the
road where people can see it.”

The new building has plenty of
space with the opportunity to grow
and is active with a variety of min-
istries taking place, including mul-
tiple roles being filled by youth and
young adults.

Little, who
has served
as pastor of
Galilee for
more than 25
years, agreed
the way God
has moved and
worked since
the fire has
been nothing
short of a miracle. “I just praise
Him,” Little said. “He has brought
ministry out of a match, and we are
grateful.”

For details on
the other eight
churches and
background on

the fires, visit
tabonline.org
and search for
“Panola.”
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“If ye continue in My word, then ...
ye shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free.” John 8:31-32
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€ are mov-
ing quickly
toward Easter
—it’s April 5
this year. As
we prepare our hearts to observe
Resurrection Sunday and the
days of Holy Week leading up
to Easter, would you be open to
a bit of Lenten-type fasting this
year?

I’m not thinking fasting from
food. Instead, let’s all agree to
check our hearts and fast from
any ugliness we discover related
to how we think about or refer-
ence other people — no matter
who they are or what they’ve
done or not done.

It’s simple:

1. Humbly and genuinely
pray for the Lord to show you
where you are not treating oth-
ers in the way He has modeled
for us.

2. Confess those shortcom-
ings to the Lord and ask
Him to help you move toward
demonstrating His love and
grace even when the other
person has differing opinions,
life circumstances, decision-
making skills and an overall
understanding of life and the
world.

3. Be intentional between
now and Easter to check your-
self before using subjective
labels, especially when they are
meant as an attack or negative
description of others.
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Rashional

Thoughts

By Jennifer Davis Rash, President and Editor-in-Chief

Email: jrash@thealabamabaptist.org / Social media: @RashionalThts

How would | respond if what | did to another was done to me?

Then, as you sit in church
Easter morning worshipping our
Lord, remembering His sacrifice
and celebrating His resurrec-
tion, reflect on your personal
walk with the Lord.

What did He show you about
Himself? What did He surface
for you about you?

How did removing any po-
tential ugliness toward others
change you? Were you able to
discover that we can still have
differing opinions, disagree at
the most extreme levels and
even not like someone while
still choosing to treat each other
respectfully and with grace?

We can still work to protect
the values we prefer, help edu-
cate those who don’t understand
and engage the community in
powerful and effective ways.
And we can do it all with cour-
age, confidence and charisma.

Have you ever wondered why
we as believers in and followers
of Jesus Christ can sometimes
become emotionally reactive
and super sensitive to those who
disagree with us?

I understand all of us are sin-
ners with only one answer for
true life — Jesus — but I often
wonder why we allow ourselves
to become fearful of the world if
we truly belong to the Ultimate
answer, defender and guide.

Why would we not want to
be the model for all that is right

and good in this world — not
only to recapture a spirit of
unity but also to move the King-
dom forward? How could we be
OK doing to others that which
we would be sorely offended if
it were done to us?

The Golden Rule

Matthew 7:12 states, “So in
everything, do to others what
you would have them do to
you.”

Ephesians 5:11-16 says,
“Have nothing to do with the
fruitless deeds of darkness,
but rather expose them. It is
shameful even to mention what
the disobedient do in secret.
But everything exposed by the
light becomes visible — and
everything that is illuminated
becomes a light. This is why it

is said: ‘“Wake up, sleeper, rise
from the dead, and Christ will
shine on you.” Be very careful,
then, how you live — not as
unwise but as wise, making the
most of every opportunity, be-
cause the days are evil.”

Isaiah 5:20 states, “Woe to
those who call evil good and
good evil, who put darkness for
light and light for darkness, who
put bitter for sweet and sweet
for bitter.”

First Corinthians 13 describes
what love is and isn’t — and it’s
meant for all aspects of life, not
merely for wedding ceremonies.
Verses 5 and 6 note, “[Love]
does not dishonor others, it is
not self-seeking, it is not easily
angered, it keeps no record of
wrongs. Love does not delight
in evil but rejoices with the
truth.”

PREPARING
OUR HEARTS
FOR EASTER

By Denise George

Daily devotions for:

® Personal quiet time

¢ Family worship

e Bible studies

® Sunday School and
children’s groups

* Women’s ministry
gatherings (.

® New believers and
seasoned believers alike
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Share your comments, letters to the editor, blog excerpts, social media posts

Opinion: War respects worship and America should too

here is a troubling silence
I surrounding the recent dis-
ruption of a Sunday worship
service at a church in Minnesota.
That silence deserves scrutiny, not
because of the personalities in-
volved, but because of the principle
at stake.

This was not a protest in a public
square. It was not a demonstration
outside a building or a challenge to
speech offered freely to the public.
It was an intentional invasion of a
house of worship during active reli-
gious services. That distinction mat-
ters legally, morally and civically.

First Amendment

The First Amendment protects
both free speech and the free exer-
cise of religion. Those protections
are not in competition here. The law
is clear that free speech does not
extend to unlawful conduct, tres-
pass, intimidation or the obstruction
of others’ constitutional rights. A
church sanctuary during worship is
not a public forum. It is a protected
space, and the people gathered there
were engaged in a protected activity.

When worshippers are prevented
from praying, singing or hearing
Scripture because protesters refuse
lawful requests to leave, a line has
been crossed. This is not abstract.
The videos show a pastor repeatedly
asking protesters to exit. Worship-
pers remained seated and passive,
praying quietly. Some were visibly
shaken. That is not protest. That is
coercion.

I speak to this not only as a citi-

zen, but as someone who served for
years as an intelligence officer in
the U.S. Army, including in Iraq and
elsewhere in the Middle East. Part
of my responsibility was identify-
ing and disrupting insurgent and
terrorist networks. In that work, 1
frequently encountered credible
reporting that violent actors used
mosques to meet, plan, train or store
weapons.

And yet, even in a war zone, we
exercised restraint.

We understood that houses of
worship carried moral, cultural and
strategic weight. We knew that vio-
lating sacred space, even when it
offered tactical advantage, carried
consequences that extended far be-
yond a single operation. Respect for
worship was not weakness. It was
legitimacy.

That experience makes this inci-
dent at home all the more jarring.

What U.S. forces were careful
not to do in combat zones was done
deliberately, in peacetime, against
unarmed civilians gathered to wor-
ship. Worse, it appears the sanctu-
ary was chosen precisely because
it would inhibit response, because
restraint would be assumed. That is
the exploitation of decency, not an
appeal to conscience.

‘Measured outrage’

There is also a legal concern that
cannot be ignored.

When identities are known,
evidence is public, and the conduct
clearly implicates trespass and in-
terference with religious exercise,

failure to investigate and enforce the
law risks becoming something more
than oversight. It risks signaling tol-
erance, and possibly endorsement,
of conduct that the Constitution ex-
ists to prevent.

Selective silence

Government neutrality toward re-
ligion does not mean indifference to
its obstruction. The state has an af-
firmative duty to protect the free ex-
ercise of religion, just as it protects
free speech. Selective silence erodes
confidence in equal protection under
the law.

This issue should concern every
American, including those who hold
no religious belief at all. Once the
norm that worship spaces are off
limits collapses, no faith community
is secure. The boundary that protects
churches today protects mosques,
synagogues, temples and minority
faiths tomorrow.

Civil society depends on restraint,
on knowing not just what we can do,
but what we should not do. Protest
has a long and honorable place in
American life. But when it enters
a sanctuary uninvited, during wor-
ship, and refuses to leave, it ceases
to be protest and becomes an act of
intimidation.

Measured outrage is appropriate
here. Silence is not.

EDITOR’S NOTE — This opinion
piece was written by Matt Lovelace
of First Baptist Church Enterprise
and shared with The Alabama
Baptist.

Share online or email news@thealabamabaptist.org

“You don’t rebuild trust
with one viral video or clever
slogan. You do it by telling
the truth repeatedly, behav-
ing consistently and refusing
to exaggerate results for ap-
plause. In a suspicious world,
steady faithfulness stands
out,” said Phil Cooke, church
media consultant.

“One of the depressing
things about YouTube is you
can see how many people
click away and how quickly.
An embarrassing number click
away in the first 30 seconds.
One of my goals for both my
preaching and my YouTube
is to be more interesting,”
said Josh Hunt, a pastor and
author in Las Cruces, New
Mexico.

“The intensity of persecu-
tion and discrimination con-
tinues to increase, with more
than 388 million Christians
worldwide, 1 in 7, facing high
levels of persecution and dis-
crimination for their faith,”
the 2026 World Watch List
report stated. “This accounts
for 8 million more people than
last year.”

“The moment we glorify
ourselves, we set ourselves up
as rivals to the Most High.”

Charles Spurgeon
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1 Family discipleship doesn’t
have to be complicated — just open
the Bible and talk about Jesus. J }

@THEFOCUSEDHOMEMAKER

on Instagram

“I was lost and would be in hell
had it not been for the grace of God
and a second chance of life,” re-
called 94-year-old Paul Leftwich of
when he laid trapped under a car at
16, the bumper six inches from his
neck.

“An awakening means that not
only does the Spirit of God bring
people to Christ, but the culture is
impacted,” historian and author Da-
vid Barton told a group with the
Alabama Citizens Action Program.
“I’m afraid our culture is yet to be
impacted by a biblical worldview.”

He noted, “Despite revivals in the
past 110 years, America has seen
the rise of Darwinian socialism,
atheistic Marxism and eugenics. ...
If you change the heart and don’t
change the culture, you lose both.”

“Leadership is not predicated
on a title. Everyone is a leader.
You have leadership responsibili-
ties in some areas of your life. You
have influence with your children,
spouse, neighbors, friends, church
and others. You may not be in a
leadership position at work, but
you are in a position of leadership
(influence),” said George Yates,
an organizational health strategist
and coach.

“What you do, how you carry
yourself, every action is influenc-
ing someone. If you are show-
ing disrespect to your leaders or
organization, you are influencing
others. If you have a habit of talk-
ing about others, positively or
negatively, you are influencing
those around you, maybe not in a
positive way.”

To SAY ReGULAR (Rrace
R AvaziNG Grace P
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BY KEN LASS
The Alabama Baptist

DEVOTIONAL THOUGHTS

Volunteering with
purpose — eveh when you
sometimes feel useless

everal years ago my church
S was in the midst of a proj-

ect to expand the Sunday
School space, using volunteers
to finish the youth ministry floor
to save costs. All the men in our
fellowship were invited to take
part.

You must understand that I
don’t do tools. I never learned
how to build things or fix things.
My dad could build or fix any-
thing, but I was too busy watch-
ing football on TV to observe him
and benefit from his knowledge.
Yet I wanted to be a contributing
member of my church family, so
I showed up at the worksite. All
the other men were there with
their toolbelts, hard-hats and tape
measures. I was armed only with
good intentions.

Change in perspective

It quickly became evident I
was out of my league. [ was
given a few assignments I could
not handle. Even as a “gofer” |
would bring people the wrong
item. I felt embarrassed and hu-
miliated.

Eventually I was reduced to
holding a door frame in place
while another worker fastened
it. Guess they figured I couldn’t
mess that up. Apparently my
shame was obvious because my
partner asked what was wrong.
I shared that I felt useless and
out of place. He thought for a

moment, scratched his chin and
uttered words I would remember
the rest of my life: “Do you real-
ize you are helping build a door-
way through which hundreds of
unsaved young people will walk,
and when they come back out
they will have accepted Jesus as
Savior? You call that useless?”

Smile and purpose

I was stunned. His words hit
me like a two-by-four. It might
be the most profound thing
I’ve ever heard and completely
changed my mood. From then on
I determined to be the best door-
frame-holder I could be.

I held that thing in place with
a smile and a purpose. On this
day, that was my role in God’s
plan. It wasn’t an important one,
but somebody had to do it. God
called me, and I was blessed to
answer.

Twenty-five years later, that
doorway is still there. Every time
I go past it I remember that ev-
eryone has a place in God’s plan.
And none of those is trivial to
Him.

MEET THE AUTHOR

Ken Lass, an award-winning
columnist for numerous
publications and websites, is a
retired Birmingham television
news and sports anchor.
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OBITUARIES

DALE BARNES

Dale Barnes, a longtime pastor and distin-
guished Vietnam War veteran, died Jan. 7. He was

76.
A native of Maine, Barnes en-
4 .-
78

listed in the U.S. Marine Corps
BARNES

at 17 and was deployed to Viet-
nam after training. He served as
a rifleman and radio operator as
a member of the 2nd battalion
4th Marines, Hotel Company,
3rd Marine Division.

Barnes was severely wounded
as a result of mortar fire and was
honorably discharged from military service in
1969. He received numerous medals and honors,
including the Purple Heart.

Barnes later earned a bachelor’s degree in
biblical studies from Gordon College, Wenham,
Massachusetts, and a master’s degree in religious
education from Gordon-Conwell Theological
Seminary, Hamilton, Massachusetts.

He served 46 years as pastor of six churches,
including four in Alabama — Calvary Baptist,
Prattville; Beulah Baptist, Wetumpka; Rock
Springs Baptist, Tallassee; and Titus Baptist.

Barnes was preceded in death by his wife of 42
years, Jan. He is survived by his son, Bob; daugh-
ter, Christine; and three grandchildren.

ROGER HOUSTON

Roger Houston, pastor of Hook Street Baptist
Church, Tuscumbia, died Jan. 28. He was 74.

Houston, who had a long career in education,
simultaneously served as pastor of several Ala-
bama Baptist churches for 47 years, including
Hook Street Baptist, where he became pastor in
2025.

He also served at Pocahontas
Free Will Baptist Church, Car-
bon Hill, from 1974 to 1987,
New Zion Baptist Church, Rus-
sellville, from 1991 to 2009,
First Baptist Church Arley
from 2009 to 2012 and Central
Heights Baptist Church, Flor-
ence, from 2012 to 2020.

Houston earned a bachelor’s
degree from the University of North Alabama
in Florence and a master’s degree in school ad-
ministration from the University of Alabama at
Birmingham.

He was preceded in death by his wife, Kathy,
and son, Jason.

HOUSTON

Alabama news

DEKALB ASSOCIATION

» Ryan Jordan is the new associate
pastor of worship
and administration
for First Baptist
Church Geral-
dine. He previously
served as the wor-
ship and family
minister at Hartford
Baptist Church. He
and his wife, Jes-
sica, have three
children. Will Stan-
dridge is pastor.

WEST CULLMAN ASSOCIATION

» First Baptist Church Garden City
is having revival Feb. 22-25. Sunday’s
service begins at 10:30 a.m., and week-
days at 6:30 p.m. Guest preachers are
Samuel Tucker, Sunday; Pete Grund,
Monday; Parker Allen, Tuesday; and
Grant Dykes, Wednesday. Music provided
by FBC Garden City praise team. Mike
Beck is pastor.

ALABAMA NEWS ITEMS COMPILED BY DIANNA L. CAGLE AND DEBBIE CAMPBELL

These events are made possible by gifts of

Alabama Baptists through the Cooperative Program.

Senior
Adult
Singin’

For more information contact

State Missionary FRANK JONES
at (334) 613-2221 or (205) 393-7020,

fjones@alsbom.org. Eventis
FREE, registration is preferred,
visit alsbom.org/singfest.

alsbom.org/singfest
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Persecuted Church

Protesters block way to service

People shouting anti-Christian comments and a
jihadist slogan formed a human chain to prevent
Christians from attending a Christmas service in
Indonesia. Muslim men and women stood in the
way of Huria Kristen Batak Protestant Church
members who were going to a prayer post in
Jayasampurna village near Jakarta on Dec. 14,
Morning Star News reported.

Legal aid, shelter provided to family

The 6-year-old daughter of Christian parents
was sexually assaulted Dec. 10 by her tutor’s
brother, a Muslim man in his 20s, whose rela-
tives subsequently threatened the girl’s family if
charges are not dropped.

Christian Daily International-Morning Star
News reported the suspect was arrested and
charged with rape. Conviction carries a life sen-
tence or death penalty, stated Christians’” True
Spirit, who is providing legal aid and safe shelter
for the girl’s family.

Extremists attack, kill evangelist

Muslim extremists in Uganda assaulted and
killed Konkona Kasimu, a Christian evangelist
known for his knowledge of both the Bible and
the Quran, who had just participated in an out-
reach event. Kasimu was attacked, along with
others in his group, and later died from his inju-
ries, reported Morning Star News.

In December, Kasimu’s church had organized
an outdoor dialogue event on Christianity and
Islam in Uganda’s Busia town. On the last day of

the event, several Muslims converted to Christi-
anity, Morning Star said.

That evening, as Kasimu and other team mem-
bers traveled through the Nakalama swamp area,
four men in Islamic attire stopped the group and
attacked, said a female team member who also
was assaulted.

Mob attacks believers, burns Bibles

A mob of approximately 80 Hindu extremists
assaulted two Christian couples for hours on Nov.
7 in India, making
one burn Bibles and
accusing them of
forcibly converting
people, reported
Morning Star News.
The four were also
dragged to a car and _
locked inside for S

MS photo
two hours.

Police detained the Christians, and they were
pressured to sign a statement that they would
neither pursue charges against the assailants nor
again enter the village, the attorney said.

Officials address plight of 2 abducted girls

Pakistani judges have ordered police to find and
present to the court a kidnapped 13-year-old girl
and her 30-year-old Muslim abductor.

In another case, a suspect in the rape of a
14-year-old has been arrested. The girls in both
cases are from Christian families, Christian Daily
International-Morning Star News reported.

The girl was kidnapped July 29, then forced to
convert to Islam and marry the captor. Two courts
rejected the family’s previous petitions to recover
her, Christian Daily-Morning Star reported.

In the other case, a 14-year-old from Sahiwal
was accosted at gunpoint Dec. 7, taken to a house
and raped. Her brother said her family found her
semi-conscious outside the home.

Three individuals were arrested, but two were
released, the girl’s brother told Christian Daily-
Morning Star.

35 Christians slain in Nigeria

At least 35 Christians were slain in January and
a teen girl abducted, as persecution of believers in
Nigeria continues into another year.

Christian Daily International-Morning Star
News reported several recent incidents:

» Muslims in Nigeria’s Benu State killed nine
Christians in three villages Jan. 5-6 and another
four in the village Otobi Akpa Jan. 12.

» Twelve Christians were slain in Plateau State
Jan. 1-9.

» In Taraba State, Fulani invaded Iornem,
Kyahar, Uhula and Samgambe Jan. 10, killing 10
Christians.

» On Dec. 1 Muslim assailants abducted
Ummi Tambaya, a 15-year-old Christian girl with
mental issues. Reportedly, Kano State Hisbah
Board in Rogo has her in custody. That “board” is
described as a Muslim police group that enforces
Islamic law. Local police have failed to secure her
release. Her family is concerned she may be forc-
ibly converted to Islam.

Iran in turmoil as ‘interest in Christianity has never been higher’

In 1979, millions of Ira-
nians lined the streets
to cheer the return of
Ayatollah Ruhollah Kho-
meini after 14 years of
exile. What was heralded
as a revolution of hope
quickly hardened into an
Islamic dictatorship under
Shia Islamic clerics.

Today, the atmosphere
could not be more differ-
ent.

Millions are now
marching against Ayatol-
lah Khamenei’s regime,
demanding freedom from
the very system the revo-
lution built.

Wybo Nicolai, direc-
tor of field operations

for Frontlines International,
noted, “The theocratic gov-
ernment has lost credibility
across nearly every genera-
tion, but especially among
the young.”

Communication
The government is com-

ing down hard on protesting
mobs with excessive retalia-

tory violence and has shut

down the internet and other

forms of communication.
Several uprisings have

shaken the Islamic Republic

since 1979, but the regime

has been able to stay in con-

trol, often through violent
suppression, imprisonment
and intimidation.

As a result of this, Nico-
lai pointed out, “Ordinary
citizens have paid the price.
Many have turned away
from Islam entirely and have
become agnostic, atheist,
followers of Bahai or turned
to Jesus and have become
followers of the Messiah.
Khomeini once boasted that
Iran would be a nation fully
won for Islam, and that the
world would follow; the ex-
act opposite has happened.
Iran is poised to be one of
the most spiritually dynamic
countries in the Middle
East.”

Throughout 2025, many
Christian believers were ar-
rested for their faith, and

their current whereabouts re-
main unknown. Today, once
again, as protests surge and
the regime is out to crush
dissent, the Christian minor-
ity may face even harsher
treatment.

Charles White, president
of Frontlines International,
noted that under the cir-
cumstances, “The risk of in-
creased arrests, surveillance
and targeting of Christians
remains high.”

Undercover house fellow-
ships have multiplied, Bibles
are shared in secret, dreams
and visions are reported
across the country and tes-
timonies of Christ’s grace
continue to spread. Pastor

Tat Stewart, a prominent
missionary, author and
leader in the Persian-
speaking Christian world,
has reached out to our
team in the past few days
and requested ongoing
prayers.

“It is hard to know
what is really going on in
Iran. ... Iran is no longer a
Muslim country. Interest
in Christianity has never
been higher. Keep pray-
ing,” he said.

EDITOR’S NOTE —
This story was written and
originally published by
Frontlines International.
Used with permission.
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John H. Killian receives ALCAP’s
Dan Ireland Salt &nght Award

rector of missions John H. Killian re-
cently received ALCAP’s Dan Ireland
Salt & Light Award.
The award, named for longtime ALCAP
leader Ireland, honors steady faith, service
and leadership.

Fayette County Baptist Association di-

‘Service and love’

“John embodies all of it,” said ALCAP
board member Michael Brooks. “From
growing up in Wylam to earning advanced
degrees in history and theology, and then
going on to serve in decades of Christian
ministry, John’s life has been marked by
scholarship, service and love for Alabama.”

An alumnus of both New Orleans Bap-
tist Theological Seminary and Tennessee
Temple, John has served the church and
Alabama in countless ways, including as a
member of the ALCAP board of directors
for 26 years, a former chaplain of the Ala-
bama GOP, former president of the Alabama
Baptist Pastors Conference and former
president of the Alabama Baptist State Con-
vention.

“ALCAP is grateful for the work and
ministry of John Killian, and we couldn’t
be more pleased to present him with this
award,” said Brooks. (The Alabama Baptist)

Photo by Joe Godfrey
Fayette County Baptist Association director
of missions John H. Killian is the recipient of
ALCAP’s Dan Ireland Salt & Light Award, which
honors steady faith, service and leadership.

“ALCAP is grateful for the work and ministry of John Killian,

and we couldn’t be more pleased to present him with this award.”

Michael Brooks
ALCAP board member

SCHOOL
SIGNS

Whether your school needs a completely
new sign or would like to update your
existing sign, Reliable Signs can help!

We handle everything from design and
manufacturing to installation and service.
We have worked with schools all over the
state. Call today!
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SOARING WITH FAITH

offers both courage and direction
for churches seeking renewal.
Learn from George
Bullard's more than
50 years of experience.

Her heart Is
INn good hands

Here, everything we do comes from the heart. Every child is surrounded by our team of
compassionate caregivers who treat them as if they were their own. Helping kids heal, grow
and live their best lives possible, it's at the heart of everything we do. ChildrensAL.org/heart
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SPOTLIGHT ON CHRISTIAN HIGHER EDUCATION

MINISTRY
FOR A LIFETIME

More older students pursuing seminary education for ministry in later life

rom the ministry ap-
prenticeships of colonial
America to fully remote
degree programs today,
Christian higher educa-
tion has evolved in its delivery
methods but not in its mission —
the intellectual, spiritual and moral
development of students.

Historically, many of those stu-
dents were young people in their
early 20s, fresh out of college and
answering a call to missions and
ministry. But that is changing.

“God is still calling people of all
ages to fulfill His mission all over
the world,” said Matt James, vice
president of enrollment at New Or-
leans Baptist Theological Seminary
and Leavell College.

“At NOBTS, we are called to
train the men and women that the
churches of the Southern Baptist
Convention send to us. Currently,
more than 40% of our undergradu-
ate enrollment at Leavell College is
over the age of 40.”

Continuing education

Data from the Association of
Theological Schools, an organiza-
tion that accredits more than 270
Protestant, Roman Catholic, Ortho-
dox and Jewish graduate schools of
theology, shows a similar trend.

An ATS analysis found that in
fall 2024, the average age of stu-
dents entering seminary was 40,
and almost 15% of degree-seeking
students were aged 56 or older.

This trend toward an older stu-
dent population suggests a growing
interest in theological education
among mid- and late-career profes-
sionals and retirement-age students,

writes Christopher The (tay), ATS
director of student research and ini-
tiative management.

Kim Hendrix of Ranburne is
one of those older students. After
retiring as a nurse, Hendrix began
taking classes through Samford
University’s Ministry Training
Institute, first in Cleburne Baptist
Association and later in Calhoun
Baptist Association.

She enjoyed learning from her
instructors and from others in the
classes. Then a pivotal encounter

Photo by Freepik

with a visiting missionary planted
the thought of pursuing a master’s
degree in biblical counseling.

“My last job at the hospital was
working with outpatient mental
health, everything from schizo-
phrenics to drug addicts to retirees
going through depression,” Hendrix
said. “That got me interested in
counseling.”

Hendrix, who is 69, said she
waited three years to make a move
mostly because she felt she was too
old to return to school. A friend in

“God is still calling people of all ages
to fulfill His mission all over the world.”

Matt James
vice president of enroliment
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary

ministry encouraged her that “age
is just a number,” and then a chal-
lenging sermon by her pastor com-
pelled her to follow the Lord’s con-
viction and submit the application.

Now in her first semester at
Southwestern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary, Hendrix said she is
learning how to navigate online
learning, building relationships
with classmates from around the
globe and getting help from her
professors and others when she
needs it. Most importantly, she’s
taking this next chapter one day at
a time.

‘Trust the calling’

“I told my children, ‘If I don’t
live to finish, maybe it’ll help me
live my life better. And if I live to
finish and I can lead one person to
the Lord, I'll be so excited.” That
is my vision — to be able to open
a counseling visit with prayer and
ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to
the client what they need to talk
about,” Hendrix said.

Chandler Snyder, vice presi-
dent for institutional relations at
Southwestern Seminary, said that
whether students come straight
from college or arrive after years in
non-ministerial careers, seminary
faculty and staff are committed to
supporting them.

“Whatever their stage life, our
message to prospective students is
if the Lord has called, trust the call-
ing, confirm it through your local
church and start your application
today,” Snyder said. “We stand
ready to celebrate and equip your
journey for a lifetime of faithful
ministry.”
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SPOTLIGHT ON CHRISTIAN HIGHER EDUCATION

BY KATHY DEAN < UNIVERSITY OF MOBILE

UM named in top 10 most affordable online [EHEIs _B .
master’s in religious studies in the U.S. - T

he University of by OnlineU, a ranking site The program offers stu- The degree also offers leaders. In addition, some
Mobile’s online aimed at helping students dents flexible options to flexibility for graduates of our graduates have con-
master of arts in make educated decisions pursue their online master’s  working in a variety of set-  tinued their education to
biblical and theo- when choosing an online de-  degree in two or four years, tings. pursue doctor of ministry,
logical studies has been gree. making it compat- .. doctor of theology, Ph.D.
ranked among the top 10 The fully on- F ible for graduate ~ Opportunities and Ed.D. degrees.” Wilson
most affordable online line program is int;’c;?rqr(r)arfion Wl students working “Our master of arts in said.
master’s in religious stud-  taught by faculty —[EISSSEEnS full-time or part-  biblical and theological For information about
ies programs in the United  members dedi- time, said Douglas studies graduates currently  the master of arts in bibli-
States. cated to training Wilson, executive  serve as church planters, cal and theological studies,
The online master’s students to rightly interpret  director of the Center for pastoral staff, international  visit umobile.edu/um-info,
program in the school of the Word of God and under- Christian Calling and pro- missionaries, military contact Doug Wilson at
Christian studies at the Uni-  stand theological truth to fessor of Old Testament and  and health care chaplains,  dwilson@umobile.edu or
versity of Mobile was ranked  strengthen the church and Hebrew in the UM school of ~ Christian school teachers call enrollment services at
nationally for affordability her mission. Christian studies. and community ministry 251-442-2222.

UNIVERSITY of MOBILE

FOR CHRIST & HIS KINGDOM

At the University of Mobile, we believe every career is a calling

from God. We equip you to use your gifts for the glory of God

and the good of the world in a culture of faith, community and
academic excellence.

If you’re investing in the next generation, we want to partner
with you. Encourage your students to choose a Christ-centered
university that prepares them not just for a job, but for a life of
meaning and mission.

Learn More at umobile.edu/the-alabama-baptist

umobile.edu - 800.WIN.RAMS - 251.442.2222 OO OO
5735 College Pkwy, Mobile, AL 36613
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SPOTLIGHT ON CHRISTIAN HIGHER EDUCATION

ASSISTING STUDENTS

Beeson renews full tuition ‘Our Risen Lord’ scholarships for 2026

amford University’s

Beeson Divinity

School will once

again offer full
tuition scholarships for
students beginning their
studies in 2026, following
the renewal of a major gift
to the school by an anony-
mous donor.

The “Our Risen Lord”
scholarships, which are
merit-based, are available to
full-time graduate students
with priority given to mas-
ter of divinity students who
complete the scholarship
essay along with their ap-
plication.

The money covers the
full cost of tuition and fees
for the recipients over three
years of study at Beeson,
the average amount of time
needed to com-
plete the MDiv
program.

“We couldn’t
be more grateful
for these anony-
mous donors,”
said Beeson Dean Douglas
A. Sweeney. “Their gifts
have already had a trans-
formative impact on Bee-
son and the churches and
students we serve. What a
marvelous opportunity this

For more
information, visit

beesondivinity.
com.

affords us to attract and form
the next generation of God-
called servants of the church
of Jesus Christ. Thanks be to
God.”

The scholar-
ships aid students
in committing to
Beeson’s model
of in-person theo-
logical education,
Sweeney said
earlier this year, when the
scholarships were first an-
nounced.

Applications are due by
June 1 for fall enrollment.
Learn more about require-
ments and apply online.

~SU photo
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In-Person.
Interdenominational.

Affordable.

Full-tuition scholarships will be awarded to top
MDiv applicants for fall 2026.
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Samford University’s Beeson Divinity School offers a robust Master of
Divinity in our in-person, community-oriented model of theological
education. Thanks to a generous donation, our flagship degree is more
affordable than ever before. Don’t miss your chance to experience

the Beeson difference. Lo L SRR
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SPOTLIGHT ON CHRISTIAN HIGHER EDUCATION

NOBTS LEAVELL COLLEGE
10.23.26 4.10.26 | 9.25.26

PREVIEW DAY

MEET. EXPLORE. PREPARE.

Preview Day at New Orleans Seminary and |
Leavell College is a great opportunity to visit«
campus, meet our professors, and experience
New Orleans firsthand.
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First person: Why and how | pray for 23 people daily

By Craig Carlisle

Etowah Baptist Association

n 2014, while engaged
in a phone conversa-

tion about prayer with a
friend, I was impressed to
develop a prayer calendar.
The purpose of the calendar
was to help me develop a
greater commitment to the
discipline of prayer in my
daily walk. I also desired to
be more intentional in pray-
ing when people requested
me to pray for them.

I began to populate my
calendar. I started with 10
people, and for each one I
assigned a day of the month
on which I would pray for
them. Every month on their
day, I began to text them
saying, “Good morning!
How can I pray for you to-
day?”

Prayer calendar

What has happened over
the last 11 years of hav-
ing my prayer calendar has
been remarkable.

The original 10 have
grown to 690 people for
whom I pray every month.
That is an average of 23
people per day. I added

Chuck Lawless to my cal-
endar in January 2015. For
the past 10 years on the
28th of the month, I have
texted him and then prayed
for him.

We have both been
amazed at how consistently
the prayer text has come at
just the right time.

How do I do it — and
how might you do it?
Maybe the way I tackle

this prayer commitment
will help you do something
similar.

1. Use the calendar app
on your phone. I created
a calendar called “Pastor
Prayer Calendar.” Every en-
try is set for “all day” to re-
peat every month. Creating
a specific calendar enables
you to keep your prayer
calendar separate from your
ministry and personal cal-
endar.

2. Prioritize praying. It
now takes me about three
hours over the course of a
day to respond to all the re-
quests I get, but you won’t
need that much time to get
started with a shorter list.

Photo by Travis Frontz/The Alabama Baptist

Craig Carlisle presides during the 2025 Alabama Baptist
State Convention annual meeting in Huntsville. Carlisle
served as ABSC president from 2023 to 2025.

You just need to make in-
tercessory prayer a priority
in your schedule.

Building trust

3. Be consistent. A
prayer calendar is not
something you want to start
and not follow through.
When I first started, the
requests were often vague
and superficial. After 11
years, the prayer requests
are deeper and more per-
sonal. Consistency builds

Ready to make your summer count? Resident Summer
Staff is a vibrant community of college students and

young adults who come together to live, work, and grow
in faith. Join us and experience a summer like no other!

sHoceo

Join our team and

Apply Today!

Contact:

(256) 761-1100

WE ARE HIRING!

Shocco Springs is a nonprofit, Christian conference center in Talladega, Alabama. We are
currently seeking new team members to join us in serving our guests and spreading the love

of Christ!

DEPARTMENTS: POSITIONS INCLUDE:

«  Event Services «  Dining Staff

+  Guest Relations « Recreation Facilitator

«  Programming « Lifeguard

-« Food Services « Housekeeper

+ Lodging Services «  Retail Associate

« and so much more! ‘

RESIDENT SUMMER STAFF

Visit our website:

www.shocco.org

trust, and trust allows you
to pray for deep things in
the prayer partner’s life.

4. Respect confidential-
ity. As the people on your
prayer calendar begin to
share more with you, the
issue of confidentiality be-
comes vital. Confidentiality
is always important when
you are praying for people,
but it is even more so when
people begin to let you into
the innermost parts of their
lives. My prayer partners
must know that I would not
share their requests with
anyone without their per-
mission.

5. Always respond to
the prayer requests with
a prayer. We live in a day
and time where we seem to
always be looking for short-
cuts in our communication.
We would prefer to reply
with emoticons, acronyms
and short phrases like,
“You’ve got it!” or “Got
you covered!” Those are
inadequate and impersonal
responses to someone who

has asked for your prayers.
Every request I receive
receives the response of a
specific prayer for the re-
quests others have made.

6. Keep the texts from
the previous months.

It may seem crazy, but I
have never deleted one text
thread from anyone I’ve
prayed for in the past 11
years. One of the benefits
of my prayer calendar is be-
ing able to look back at all
the ways God has answered
prayers. The answers have
not always been what we
asked for, but God has al-
ways answered.

7. Always watch for new
names to add to the list.
The original 10 were local
pastors and deacons in my
church. Over the years, my
list has grown as I began
to build relationships with
young pastors and serve a
local association, our state
convention and the South-
ern Baptist Convention in
leadership roles. I simply
asked friends if I could add
them to my prayer calendar.
No one’s ever turned me
down (in fact, I’ve now had

ministers contact me and
ask to be added).

A great blessing

My calendar has proven
to be one of the greatest
blessings in my life and
ministry, and I encourage
you to start developing a
similar calendar.

EDITOR’S NOTE —
Craig Carlisle is director of
missions for Etowah Baptist
Association. This story was
originally published by
chucklawless.com.

SINCE 1995

Toll-free: 888.699.9679
AL local: 205.699.9679

LEEDS STAINED GLASS & CHURCH FURNITURE

Call for FREE on-site consultation
Ask for Terry Barnes, Owner

information@LeedsStainedGlass.com

Visit www.LeedsStainedGlass.com
for an online gallery of windows and church furniture!
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UPCOMING EVENTS

sponsored by the State Board of Missions

Stanley Williams named

new Baptist campus minister

at Alabama A&M University

tanley Williams is the
S new Baptist campus

minister at Alabama
A&M University in Hunts-
ville, and state leaders say
he’s bringing with him a
wealth of ministry experi-
ence.

“Stanley has demon-
strated a unique capacity to
reach, disciple and send stu-
dents while maintaining a
critical relationship with the
universities he served at,”
said Ben Edfeldt, director of
the office of collegiate and
student ministries at the Al-
abama Baptist State Board
of Missions. “He develops
excellent leaders. His ex-
perience will bless the stu-
dents at Alabama A&M and
the churches of the Madison
Baptist Association. I am
thrilled to welcome him to
our state Baptist Campus
Ministries team.”

WILLIAMS

Before coming to Ala-
bama A&M, Williams led
strategic efforts to reach
students across Philadelphia
and south New Jersey.

He served on the cam-
puses of the University of
Pennsylvania and Temple
University, both in Phila-
delphia, and Rutgers

University-Camden in New
Jersey.

He also directed the col-
legiate efforts of the Baptist
Convention of Pennsylva-
nia/South Jersey and has
served as a resource across
the Southern Baptist Con-
vention for reaching and
mobilizing underreached
ethnic student populations.

Rick Lance, SBOM ex-
ecutive director, said he is
“delighted” to have Wil-
liams serving as a fellow
state missionary.

“He is well qualified in
terms of experience and
educational background,”
Lance said. “He has a keen
grasp of how campus min-
istry functions as a force
for good in Kingdom en-
terprises. Please pray for
Stanley as he embarks upon
this new ministry journey
among us.”

ABDR volunteers needed; upcoming
fraining sessions available

hen disaster strikes,

the yellow shirt army
of Alabama Baptist Disaster
Relief volunteers is ready
to go help in whatever way
is needed — and they need
more volunteers to join
them.

To prepare to help next
time a crisis happens, regis-
ter for one of ABDR’s up-
coming training sessions at
the Disaster Relief Center in
Prattville:

» March 14, training for
admin volunteers

» March 21, training for
shower and laundry volun-
teers and Disaster Relief
communications

» April 10, training for
cleanup and recovery volun-
teers

» April 10-11, training
for chainsaw volunteers

» April 16-18, training
for Disaster Relief chap-
laincy

» April 25, training for
mass feeding volunteers.

For more information or to
register, visit sbdr.org/events.

For more information
or to register, visit
sbdr.org/events

or scan the code
below with your
smartphone’s
camera.
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AHASUERUS MAIDS
ASSASSINATE MARBLE
BANQUET MORDECAI
BEAUTIFUL MOSAICS
CROWN MYRRH
DEVOTION PALACE
ESTHER PERSIA
GARDEN PLOT
GOBLETS PURPLE
GOLD QUEEN
GUARDS SHAASHGAZ
HADASSAH SUSA
HAMAN VASHTI
HEGAI VIRGINS
KING XERXES
LOVELY YOUNG
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“The Jews had light and gladness, joy and honor.
And in every province and city, wherever the
king’s command and decree came, the Jews
had joy and gladness, a feast and a holiday.”

ESTHER 8:16-17
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CHRISTIA

ACROSS

1.In__ was there
a voice heard.
(Matt. 2:18)

5. And so forth.

8. Cut them with
and with harrows.
(1 Chron. 20:3)

12. They called his name
__ :heis the father
of Jesse. (Ruth 4:17)

18. Standing room only.
(abbr.)

14. Equal.

15. Freezing point
centigrade.

16. Greek “T.”

17. House. (Spanish)

18. Value of 15 across.

20. To break camp.

24. To be. (Spanish)

25. Then | will be an
_____unto thine
enemies. (Ex. 23:22)

26. Matthew, sitting at
the __ of custom.
(Matt. 9:9)

30. One. (Scottish)

31. My ___ Sal.

32. Chinese Communist
Party chairman

338.Foundin____ asa
man, he humbled
himself. (Phil. 2:8)

36. Summer TV fare.

38. By faith ____ch was
translated.

(Heb. 11:5)

39. Then | will set my
face against that
man and his
(Lev. 20:5)

40. I will____ of thee.
(Job 38:3)

43. Grain.

44, Tel __ .

45. Miss Farrow.

47. We stumble at
day. (Isa. 59:10)

51. Anger.

52. Put on strength, O
_____of the Lord.
(Isa. 51:9)

53.  Timnah.

(Gen. 36:40)

54. Ardor.

55. No. (Scottish)

56. I am ... the bright

N crossword

45

51

52

54

55

By Janet Adkins

Copyright 1994

and morning .
(Rev. 22:16)

DOWN

1.
2.
8.
4. And ___ was over

o O

10.

11

20.

21.
22.

23.
26.

27.

Woman’s nickname.
Lincoln’s nickname.
Malde .

the tribute.
(2 Sam. 20:24)

. To bar legally.
. la la.
. Pharisees and lawyers

rejected the of
God. (Luke 7:30)

. And thou shalt be

_____, because there
is hope. (Job 11:18)

. His king shall be higher

than ___ . (Num. 24:7)
_____me thoroughly
from mine iniquity.
(Ps. 51:2)

. Thin strip of wood.
19.

Atomic Energy
Commission.

And the __ hear.
(Matt. 11:5)

Waterfall.

After “bees” and
before “dees.”
Belonging to me.

His father saw him, ...
and ___ and fell on
his neck. (Luke 15:20)
The son of Omri,

All Bible verses are KJV unless otherwise specified.

28.

28,

31

34.

35.

36.
37.
39.
40.

41.

42.

46.

48.

49.

50.

©Barbour Publishing Inc.

thesonof .

(1 Chron. 9:4)
____,aservant of
Jesus Christ.
(Rom. 1:1)

Short for Anthony.

. Fora

some would ... die.
(Rom. 5:7)

Joy shall be in
_____overone sinner
that repenteth.
(Luke 15:7)

There was no room
for theminthe __
(Luke 2:7)
Sunbeam.
Improves.

Picture holder.

For a good man
some would even
__ todie.

(Rom. 5:7)

Not rendering
for evil. (1 Pet. 3:9)
Polish distance
measure.

__ an lthrite.

(2 Sam. 23:38)
Though our __ward
man perish.

(2 Cor. 4:16)

River in central
Russia.

Abner, the son of

(1 Sam. 14:50)

UPCOMING EVENTS

sponsored by the State Board of Missions

Acceptance
of resumes for
executive director

call to prayer has
been issued by
the Transition and

Search Team that will
recommend a successor

to Rick Lance, executive
director of the Alabama
Baptist State Board of Mis-
sions, who announced his
retirement recently after 28
years.

The Team’s chair, Buddy
Champion, asks that Feb-
ruary especially be a time
of intensive prayer among
gatherings within local
churches and associations.

According to the team:
“Alabama Baptists are
clearly entering a new sea-
son on our journey with

our Lord. We are already
praying that God will direct
us to the anointed leader
who can receive the mantle
from Dr. Lance and build
on his incredible leadership.
Thanks to all those who
would pray along with us
for their partnership in this
effort to seek God’s next
leader for Alabama Bap-
tists.”

The team invites the
submission of resumés and
cover letters, which need
to be sent to sbomsearch@
gmail.com. Those emails
must be received on or be-
fore March 31. After that,
no additional resumés will
be accepted.

State Baptist
leaders

pray over
Rick Lance,
SBOM exec-
utive direc-
tor, after he
announced
his retire-
ment plans
Feb. 3.

Get Acquainted Day

re you new to Ala-

bama or new to your
church staff? Or would
you just like to learn more
about ways to partner to-
gether for ministry and
missions?

Get Acquainted Day is
the perfect chance to find
out how the Alabama Bap-
tist State Board of Missions

can partner with you to
fulfill the Great Commis-
sion. Hear about all the
ministries, meet your state
missionaries and tour the
SBOM facility in Prattville.

Get Acquainted Day will
be March 5, 9:30 a.m. to 3
p-m., with lunch provided.

To register, visit alsbom.
org/gad.
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NEW CRAPTER

OF MINISTRY

Lance announces upcoming retlrement plans from AIabama Baptlst State Board of Missions

By Jennifer Davis Rash

The Alabama Baptist

fter nearly three

decades of leadership

by Rick Lance,

Alabama Baptists

are preparing for a
time of transition.

Lance, executive director of the
Alabama Baptist State Board of
Missions, announced retirement
plans for Jan. 31, 2027, during the
Feb. 3 meeting of the SBOM board
of trustees.

“Life is lived in chapters,” Lance
said. “Some chapters are longer
than others, and some are more
brief. Sensing the direction of the
Lord, I have come to believe that a
new chapter of ministry is needed
in my life. I also believe the State
Board of Missions and the Ala-
bama Baptist family need a new
chapter of ministry as well.

“For 28 years, I have had the
privilege to serve alongside Ala-
bama Baptists as a state missionary
in the role of executive director,”
Lance shared. “This has been the
most meaningful time in my more
than 55 years of gospel ministry. I
am humbled that the Lord has cho-
sen to use me in this capacity and
grateful for the trust that Alabama
Baptists have placed in me.”

‘Seamless transition’

“I plan to conclude my time of
service on Jan. 31, 2027. During
this next almost 12 months I will
work with our leadership to ensure
a smooth and seamless transition
to new executive director leader-
ship. This is my commitment to the
State Board of Missions and the
Alabama Baptist family.

7 ‘
Photo by Doug Rogers/Alabama Baptist State Board of Missions

Rick Lance shares his decision to begin the transition process toward retirement
during the Feb. 3 State Board of Missions board of trustees meeting in Prattville.

“I am sincerely thankful for the
opportunity to serve the Lord with
Alabama Baptists throughout all
these years. I embrace the words
of the Apostle Paul speaking to the
Ephesian elders in Acts 20:24, ‘I
consider my life worth nothing to
me, if only I may finish the race
and complete the task the Lord
Jesus has given me — the task of

testifying to the gospel of God’s

29

grace.

Next steps

Lance outlined a possible pro-
cess timeline and explained the
SBOM’s executive director is
elected by the SBOM board of
trustees. The goal is for a candidate
to be presented before the board

“I consider my life worth nothing to me,

if only I may finish the race and complete

the task the Lord Jesus has given me — the task

of testifying to the gospel of God’s grace.”

Acts 20:24

in August and, if elected, then he
could work alongside the staff and
Lance for the remainder of 2026.

Shadowing opportunity

It would be a shadowing op-
portunity with the state convention
annual meeting in November as
well. By nature of the office of the
SBOM executive director, that per-
son becomes treasurer of the state
convention.

Jim Graham, chair of the SBOM
board of trustees, also announced
the transition search team members
he appointed. The team will be
chaired by Buddy Champion, pas-
tor of First Baptist Church Truss-
ville and a past president of the
state convention.

Transition
search team mem-
bers serving along
with Champion
are Jim Cooley of
FBC Birmingham,
Ben Hayes of FBC
Dadeville, Chad
Hess of Woodmont
Baptist in Flor-
ence, Neal Hughes of Montgomery
Baptist Association, Allen Singley
of Pilgrim Home Baptist in New-
ton, Ben Stubblefield of Spring
Hill Baptist in Mobile, Derek
Staples of FBC Jacksonville and
James Watkins of West End Baptist
in Clanton.

Serving as voting ex-officio
members of the team are Graham;
Jarman Leatherwood, president of
the state convention; Craig Carl-
isle, immediate past president of
the state convention; and Jamie
McGlaughn, president of Alabama
WMU.

LANCE



TAB CLASSIFIEDS

Place a classified ad below for $1 per word. For more information call
205-870-4720, ext. 200, or email ads@thealabamabaptist.org. To place an
online classified ad for $9.99/month, visit thealabamabaptist.org/classifieds.

CHURCH POSITIONS

SENIOR PASTOR

Cypress Shores Baptist Church
in Mobile, Alabama, is prayer-
fully seeking a full-time senior
pastor. Please email resumé to:
cypress9631@comcast.net or
mail to: 4327 Higgins Rd.,
Mobile, AL 36619.

SENIOR PASTOR

Central Baptist Church, North
Little Rock, Arkansas, is seek-
ing a senior pastor. Three years
minimum senior pastor experi-
ence required; seminary experi-
ence preferred. Send resumé to:
cbenlrpastorsearch@gmail.com.

PASTOR

Pintlala Baptist Church is seek-
ing a full-time pastor. The can-
didate should be a self-starter,
enthusiastic about the Word of
God and excited for opportuni-
ty to bring new members to the
church. Pintlala Baptist Church,
which is located in the south-
western portion of Montgom-
ery County, has a loving church
family that is here to share

the good news of Jesus Christ
to serve our community (and
beyond) in His love. We are
genuine in our atmosphere and
enjoy supporting one another.
For more information, please
go to: https://pintlalabaptist.
com/ministry-position-open.

PASTOR

Full-time pastor — Jasper,
Alabama. Pastor retired.
Prayerfully seeking a pastor
to preach the inerrant

Word of God and shepherd
our flock. (SBC) Resumé:
northsidebaptistchurchjasper@
gmail.com

BIVOCATIONAL PASTOR
Paden Baptist Church is prayer-
fully seeking a bivocational
pastor. Currently meeting Sun-
day morning and Wednesday
evening. Located within one
mile of Gadsden State Commu-
nity College. Send resumé to:
bruceragland67@gmail.com.

BIVOCATIONAL PREACHER
Riverview Baptist Church, Mill-
ers Ferry, Alabama, is seeking a
part-time bivocational preacher.
We are a small church located
in a retirement, recreational
community. Send resumés to:
monica.rice60@yahoo.com.

BIVOCATIONAL

MUSIC MINISTER

New Center Baptist, Hartselle,
Alabama, (newcenterbaptist.
org) seeking bivocational music
minister for blended services,
leading choir and coordinating
volunteer musicians. Email re-

sumé to: raykballew@gmail.com
or contact pastor at 256-221-
6880 for more information.

STUDENT PASTOR

Mt. Zion Baptist Church, Alex-
andria, Alabama, is seeking a
full-time student pastor to lead
our student ministry of 80-100
students (grades 6-12). Email
your resumé to: pastorsearch@
mzbclife.net. Subject line:
Student Pastor

STUDENT PASTOR

Mexia Baptist Church is
prayerfully seeking a full-time
student pastor to lead our youth
and children’s ministry. Please
submit resumé to: office@

mexiabaptistchurch.com or P.O.
Box 218, Mexia, AL 36458.

YOUTH MINISTER
Seeking youth minister at The
Baptist Church at McAdory
(McCalla). Candidate must be
SBC member with passion for
discipling students and leading
Christ-centered ministry. Sub-
mit resumé: Personnel Com-
mittee, 4954 Eastern Valley
Rd., McCalla, AL 35111, or
tbcam.bcm@gmail.com.

CHILDREN’S
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR
12th Street Baptist Church is
looking for a children’s depart-
ment director. If interested,

please call 256-546-0471.

BUSINESS

STEEPLES, ETC.

No job too big or too small.
Call for free on-site consulta-
tion. Toll-free 1-888-699-9679
or Alabama local 205-699-
9679. Ask for the owner,
Terry Barnes. Visit gallery at
leedsstainedglass.com.

TRAVEL/VACATION

LOG CABIN

Lake Guntersville area, beauti-
ful view and fully furnished.
Discounts to ministers. Log on
to https://paradisevistatravel.
com/2024/08/20/paradise-
vista-cabin to see pictures.
Email Karen for reservations
at kwlwdc@gmail.com or call

205-540-3600.

ABSOLUTELY THE BEST
PRICES ON THE BEACH
Beachside and beachfront
vacation condos in Orange
Beach, Alabama. Rent direct
from Christian family own-
ers. Efficiencies, 1 bedroom, 2
bedrooms and 3 bedrooms are
available. Call Don, 251-752-
2366 or www.gulfshorescondos.
com.
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Introducing our new column on congregational vitality ...

Soaring congregations
ask God to pull them forward
into the future

erlin the magician, as depicted
in T.H. White’s 1958 book
“The Once and Future King,”
is an enchanting wizard. He ex-
periences time in a unique way. Born in the
future, he views the present from the per-
spective of what has already materialized.

Merlin is aware of how the story con-
cludes because for him, the ending is al-
ready assured. He is not uncertain about
what happens next.

This serves as a metaphor for the journey
of Christian congregations. It leads us to
see the third pivot for congregations to truly
soar with faith. Soaring congregations are
embraced by God’s miraculous pull rather
than relying on human efforts.

When congregations feel the need to push
and strive to make God’s will happen, they
overwork and burnout. They should instead
consider embracing the miraculous pull of
God’s guidance toward the future — a future
only our triune God fully understands.

Here are three differences between con-
gregations who are pushing and those who
are empowered by the pull of God.

First, the key difference between congre-
gations that push and those that pull lies in
the contrast between human-driven effort
and Holy Spirit-led surrender. This is a won-
derful difference.

Second, congregational life sometimes
feels like an overwhelming challenge, espe-
cially when efforts are aimed at being more
spiritual, increasing program success and
welcoming people into the congregation’s
life and ministry. When things do not go as
planned, it is common to assume the congre-
gation was not committed enough or did not
put in courageous effort.

Third, an organizational architect has a
vision and invites others to join in bringing
it to life. The spiritual adventure pathfinder
senses where God is leading and shares the
inspiring beauty of that divine journey.

A pulling vision

In a pushing congregation, leaders pro-
pose a vision aimed at cultivating a sense of
mission and purpose. In contrast, a pulling
congregation is one where vision comes as
leaders are deeply inspired by God’s em-
powering Spirit. This approach encourages
the congregation not to feel burdened, but to
eagerly behold and be inspired by the glori-
ous presence of God.

Adopting a Christ-centered perspective

rather than a purely congregational one truly
transforms how we see our story and our
ministry actions. Rather than thinking of
God as someone who pushes us from dark-
ness into light, it is more heartening to real-
ize God is ahead of us, gently drawing us
toward His holy light.

Instead of leaders encouraging congre-
gations to grow through their own efforts,
future-focused disciples remind everyone of
the promising future ahead, filled with hope
and assurance.

The leadership of congregations is not
about giving leaders free rein. It is about
being guided and inspired by God. It is not
about dwelling on past mistakes or current
struggles, but about looking forward to the
future and the glory that awaits.

Future-focused disciples
Future-focused disciples possess a calm
assurance and unwavering confidence. Even
when the world around them seems chaotic,

their Christlike nature helps leaders stay
steady because they know the ending is al-
ready secured.

They relate to the Creator of the eternal
story as the gathered and scattered commu-
nity of believers led by our loving God. He
has already walked the path, lived the life
and achieved victory. These congregations
do not strive for victory; they live from the
victory, inspired by His journey.

ABOUT
THE
AUTHOR

George Bullard
spent five decades
| in Baptist con-
| gregational and

d \[ / “ / denominational

' ministry. His min-
istry roles included three churches, three
associations, three state conventions
and one national entity. He began as a
columnist for TAB Media Group’s pub-
lication The Baptist Paper in 2022. Bul-
lard now serves as a strategic thinking
mentor for Christian leaders through his
Forthlelling Innovation ministry. TAB
Media Group published his new book
“Soaring with Faith: The Difference
Maker for Congregations” — available
on Amazon.
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EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Sunday School Lessons

COURAGE
Matthew 14:22-33

Few activities in the life and
ministry of Jesus are recorded in
all four Gospel accounts. One that
is, however, is the feeding of the
5,000. Our focal passage records
the events immediately after the
multiplication of the loaves and
fish. In this brief encounter on the
Sea of Galilee, the disciples went
from worry to worship, from fear
to faith and from concern to cour-
age.

Jesus’ Presence (22-27)

Jesus sent the disciples ahead
of Him across the Sea of Galilee
toward Gennesaret. Meanwhile,
He stayed behind to dismiss the
crowds of men, women and chil-
dren that had gathered in this pre-
viously deserted area.

Once they left, Jesus ascended
the mountain to spend time alone
in prayer. During the night, winds
began to blow, waves beat against
the disciples’ boat

feared. He went from stepping out
to sinking down to saying, ‘“Lord,
save me!” I’'m so grateful for
testimonies of these very human
disciples with all their faults and
failures.

Peter cried out for the Master
to rescue him. Only Jesus could
save him, and only Jesus can save
us! In fact, Peter would one day
stand before the Sanhedrin declar-
ing that Jesus is the only One who
saves. (See Acts 4:12.)

Jesus’ Response (31-33)

Why did you doubt? Where
1s your faith? Haven’t you been
paying attention? As I write these
words, my eyes fill with tears.
How many times has the Master
asked such questions of me? How
often does He have to ask, and
how many ways does He have to
show us before we are no longer
distracted by the winds and the
waves?

And just like that, the winds
died down. They were safely in

the boat and making

and these men — “[ JGSUS] s3 id, their way across the
even the seasoned water. Before long,
fishermen —began  ‘Come.’ So Peter they would be at the
to fear for their water’s edge minis-
safety. got out of the tering to others who
Something was needed the Master’s
moving on t%le sca.  boat and walked healing touch.

Was it a phantom?
They didn’t know

on the water and

The men in the boat
went from worrying

what they were see- » to worshipping. They
ing. Jesus calmed came to Jesus. began to acknowledge
their fears by telling Matthew 14:29 Jesus to be the Son

them that He was
there with them.
These are words of comfort
that every Christian needs to hear
when we face the terrifying un-
known: “It is I! Don’t be afraid!”

Jesus’ Invitation (28-30)

Was Peter an adrenaline junkie,
or did he just have greater faith
than the other disciples? He asked
Jesus for permission to join Him
for a walk on the water!

Which is more astounding —
that Peter asked or that Jesus
allowed him to step out of the
boat? Jesus had no reason to fear
the winds or the waves, but Peter

of God. Such words
would be grounds for
indictments — for Jesus as a blas-
phemer and for them as idolaters.
If Jesus was not who they recog-
nized Him to be, they would all
be in grave danger.

Jesus is greater than anything
we fear. As the Apostle Paul
wrote, “For I am persuaded that
neither death nor life, nor angels
nor rulers, nor things present nor
things to come, nor powers, nor
height nor depth, nor any other
created thing will be able to sepa-
rate us from the love of God that
is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom.
8:38-39).

By Douglas K. Wilson, Ph.D.

Professor of Biblical Studies, University of Mobile

REAL DEVOTION
Matthew 15:1-11, 16-20

During the time of Jesus’ physical
life and ministry, various religious
groups represented different ap-
proaches to practicing their faith.
There were Pharisees, Sadducees,
Herodians, Essenes, Zealots and
others. Sadducees, for example,
were Jewish practitioners who fol-
lowed the religious rituals of Sec-
ond Temple Judaism, but they de-
nied bodily resurrection, angels and
miracles. (See Acts 23:8.)

By contrast, Pharisees were theo-
logically conservative, holding to
613 laws written in the Torah to be
kept, along with the traditions of
the oral law. These were kept as the
outward measure of real devotion
to God.

Broken Rules (1-6)

The scribes were men whose life
work was to read and write copies
of the Scriptures, and the Pharisees
were men whose life work was to
live according to those Scriptures.
Together, they went to Jesus to ask
why His disciples did not observe
the traditions that came from out-
side the Scriptures.

Of course, they did not verbal-
ize their concern in those words,
but Jesus saw the weakness in their
inquiry. Rather than adhering to the
authority of the Word of God, they
focused on the traditions of the el-
ders. Jesus pointed out their error.

Jesus answered their question
with a question. Then He presented
evidence from the Torah, and He
concluded by quoting from their
own traditions. Jesus answered
them as a lawyer, arguing His case
by laying out the evidence before
them.

Consider our traditions. How
many of our practices — at home
and when congregations gather —
are based on traditions rather than
the Scriptures?

As Baptists, we pride ourselves
on the fact that we don’t hold to
High Church liturgies, empty ritu-
als or prescribed prayers. In reality,
though, we follow our own tradi-
tions: “That’s not how Brother
So-and-So did it,” or “We’ve never

For March 8

done it that way be-
fore” or “I don’t remember having
a business meeting vote to move
the piano.”

Lip Service (7-11)

Throughout Isaiah’s prophecies,
he warned Israel and Judah of im-
pending judgment for practicing
their covenant rituals without living
in covenant relationship.

Jesus picked up on this theme,
quoting from Isaiah 29 and indict-
ing them as hypocrites — actors
playing a role before an audience.
Matthew recorded Jesus warning
against hypocrisy elsewhere when
He affirmed spiritual disciplines
— giving, praying and fasting —
while warning that these practices
must not be done to be seen by oth-
ers (6:1-18).

Real Problem (16-20)

In the intervening verses, the
reader discovers that Jesus’ hearers
took offense at His warning. This is
the normal response to prophecy —
the regenerate receive the rebuke
and repent and the unrepentant
reject it. They take offense, being
ignorant that it is God who is the
offended party.

After Peter requested an explana-
tion of the teaching, Jesus intro-
duced the principle that defilement
comes from expressing rather than
from ingesting, from coming out of
the body rather than going into the
body.

Ritual hand-washing does not
cleanse a person from defilement.
The attitudes and actions of an un-
repentant heart defile the person,
breaking the written command-
ments revealed to Moses on Mount
Sinai concerning “evil thoughts,
murders, adulteries, sexual immo-
ralities, thefts, false testimonies,
slander.” The Apostle Paul offered
a similar list, referring to them
as works of the flesh. (See Gal.
5:19-21.)

Every believer needs to learn
from Jesus’ teaching here. The
real problems we face are religion
without regeneration, information
without transformation and ritual
without relationship. May the Lord
teach us to know the difference.
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BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

Sunday School Lessons

GOD IS HOLY
Psalm 99:1-9

God is set apart in His
greatness. (1-3)

In Psalm 99, God is presented
as the Great King who rules the
universe: “The Lord reigns,” and
“He is enthroned between the
cherubim.”

He is the “Mighty King”

(v. 4) who rules the earth from
His “holy mountain” (v. 9). And
as great kings do, He gives “de-
crees” and “statutes” (v. 7).

Because He is the Great King
who rules the world,
God is to be wor-

charged with corrupting justice.

By contrast, God is “exalted
by His justice ... and demon-
strates His holiness through His
righteousness” (Isa. 5:16). This
means God will see to it that jus-
tice prevails.

In fact, Isaiah 11 tells us that
when the Son of David comes
He will restore justice (11:1-5)
and fill the earth with faithful-
ness — knowledge of the Lord
(11:9).

Although God’s justice is not
fully here right now, we join the
seraphim of Isaiah 6 as we pray
Psalm 99 and recite
God’s holiness three

“
shipped and revered Exalt the Lord times, anticipating
by all peoples (vv. our God. and that God will bring
5,9). ’ justice to pass.

As we recite this worship at His We have con-
psalm, we not only fidence in God’s
join all nations in holy mountain;  power and commit-
worshipping the ment to do this, so
Lord, but we also for the Lord our e worship Him as
join the angels. . though He has al-

This picture of God is holy i read§ done it: “You
God as the exalted have established
and enthroned King Psalm 99:9 fairness; you have

who rules from
Israel’s temple is similar to
Isaiah 6 where Isaiah sees “the
Lord seated on a high and lofty
throne” (Isa. 6:1). Isaiah also de-
scribes God as King in verse 5.
Another theme shared be-
tween Isaiah 6 and Psalm 99 is
that in both places, we have a
threefold use of the word “holy.”
In Isaiah 6 the seraphim repeat

this word three times — “Holy,
holy, holy is the Lord of armies”
(6:3).

Three times in Psalm 99, God
is described as holy (vv. 3,5, 9).
What does it mean to say that
God is a holy king?

God is set apart in His
justice. (4-5)

That God the Great King is
holy means He is devoted to en-
suring that justice prevails and
wins in the world He rules.

The song of the seraphim that
Isaiah hears comes after the first
five chapters of Isaiah where
Israel’s leaders are repeatedly

administered justice
and righteousness in Jacob”
(v. 4).

God is set apart in His
actions toward us. (6-9)
We cannot take for granted

that we will land on the right
side of God’s justice.

Just as we remember that Mo-
ses, Aaron and Samuel cried to
the Lord and God rescued them
in His justice, we remember that
they kept God’s statutes and de-
crees (v. 7).

We also seek to be keeping
God’s just decrees so that we are
found on the right side of God’s
coming justice.

We know that God avenges the
wrongdoer and forgives those
who repent of injustice and turn
to the Father and the Son, who
give the Holy Spirit to cleanse
us of all injustice and transform
us into a people who are holy
and committed to seeking God’s
Kingdom and its justice (Matt.
6:33).

By Rony Kozman, Ph.D.

Assistant professor of Biblical Studies, Samford University

GOD IS LOVE
1 John 4:7-19

Love comes from God
because God is love. (7-10)
“God is love” (v. 8). God is the

source of love, and He has re-
vealed His love to us.

God has shown us His love in a
number of ways. The Father has
shown us His love by sending His
Son to rescue us from sin and to
give us life, and the Son showed us
love when He “laid down His life
for us” (3:16).

‘We humans did not showcase
love (4:10). But now that we are
God’s children who know God, we
know love, because we know God
who is love and who has shown us
His love.

As God’s children we love God
and we love one another.

When we remain in God’s
love, His love is made
complete in us. (11-15)

God is not flesh and blood like
us. God is spirit. He is invisible.
Thus, no one has ever seen God.

However, God made himself
known to us by giving us His
Spirit so that He lives in us and we
live in Him.

This mutual indwelling of God
living in us and we in Him is the
way by which God and God’s love
is made visible to the world.

Since God is love and God lives
in us, people can see God’s love
when we love one another.

When we love, the invisible God
shows Himself and love to the
world through our love. Our acts
of love reveal God, who is love.

Jesus taught that this love would
be the distinguishing mark of His
followers. “By this all people will
know that you are my disciples, if
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you have love for
one another” (John 13:35).

We love because God first
loved us. (16-19)

How does God live in us and we
in God? This happens by confess-
ing that Jesus is the Son of God
(v. 15) and by loving God and our
brothers and sisters.

Because God first loved us, we
now respond by loving God and
our neighbors. God’s initial action
of love toward us while we were
yet sinners demonstrated the depth
of His love, and His work in us
allows us to extend grace toward
those who are difficult to love.

In the gospels, Jesus summarized
the law and the prophets as hanging
on these two great commandments:
“Love the Lord your God with all
your heart, with all your soul and
with all your mind,” and “Love
your neighbor as yourself” (Matt.
22:37, 39; Deut. 6:5; Lev. 19:18).

First John’s repeated insistence
on loving God and brother and
sister is a recollection of these two
great commandments and connects
these two commandments together.

Those who do not fulfill the sec-
ond commandment also transgress
the first. Those who do not love
their brothers and sisters, whom
they see, cannot love God, who is
invisible to them (1 John 4:20).

We must love both God and our
brothers and sisters, and if we live
in love we have no reason to be
afraid on the day of judgment.

Only those who do not love
should be afraid of God’s punish-
ment. As we love God and neigh-
bor, God’s love is completed in us.

EDITOR’S NOTE — The Sunday
School lesson outlines are provided
by Lifeway.

“Anyone who does not love does not know God,

because God is love. In this the love of God was

made manifest among us, that God sent His only Son

into the world, so that we might live through Him.”

1 John 4:8-9
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More

than

a building

Blanket Fort Hope’s state of the-art home ready yet needing house parents

By Tracy Riggs Frontz

The Alabama Baptist

t started with a little girl in
second grade who had pos-
sibly already been trafficked
asking if she could go home
with the reading volunteer.
It progressed to fundraising with a
handmade lemonade stand, and fi-
nally a decade-plus-long dream was
fulfilled — a home specifically de-
signed for young girls who had been
trafficked.

Alexa James, whose name means
“defender of mankind,” tried to ig-
nore for years what she had learned
about children being trafficked. She
was working a regular job, paying
bills and raising her own kids.

“I’'ve always known I would help
children in some form or fashion,”
said James, who is now CEO and
founder of Blanket Fort Hope. “I
didn’t know how. I just kind of ig-
nored it until that little girl came
along, and I said that I can’t ignore
this any longer.”

Confirmation

Starting this ministry meant James
couldn’t help her son with college
expenses. When he got
a full scholarship, it
was the confirmation
she needed.

Then the lemonade
stand her stepfather
built came into play.
She took it anywhere
she might be able
to raise even a little
money for this new
nonprofit, thinking it
would only take a few years to real-
ize her dream.

It took much, much longer.

The many years of raising money
were spent learning — and teaching.
James met all the state directors of

To learn more about
Blanket Fort Hope and
its upcoming gala, go
to blanketforthope.org.

If interested in
discussing the role of
house parents, call
205-840-9411.

the Department of Human Resourc-
es. She helped start the Alabama
Mandated Human Trafficking Task
Force. She began working with po-
lice departments, emergency room
workers, school counselors, parale-
gals, parents and staff in churches
— “anybody who would let me do a
training (session),” she said.

While waiting, James learned what
it would take to make
a state-of-the-art home
for this underserved
group of girls.

On Nov. 20, 2025,
the dream was realized
when an open house
was held for Restora-
tion Home, a trauma-
informed group home
for female child traf-
ficking survivors.

“There’s no house like this. Ev-
erybody who comes in can’t even
believe it. DHR, police departments,
FBI — they’re blown away. We even
have policemen who come in and
call me on the telephone in tears.
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They can’t believe what they’re see-
ing,” James said.

At Restoration Home, each girl
will have her own bedroom and
bathroom to help create a sense of

safety, dignity and stability during
the early stages of healing, James
said. Trained professionals — medi-
cal and mental health professionals,
therapists, social workers, house
parents — will
work with the girls
as they are ready.
Over time, the hope
is that their brains
will overcome the
trauma and find
true peace.

Kim Mashego,
executive director
of programs for
Blanket Fort Hope, said the ministry
is now prayerfully seeking house
parents.

“We need adults who are deeply
called to walk alongside girls heal-
ing from trauma,” Mashego said.
“This is our commitment to ensure
the safety, stability and spiritual care
of each girl who walks through the
doors of our Restoration Home.”

JAMES

New film portrays the harsh reality
of trafficking and healing that’s possible

till Hope,” a faith-based film

from Pixels of Hope Studios
and Studio 523, “highlights
the bravery of women and men
who have endured sex traffick-
ing and the courageous work of
recovery,’ said Kathrine Lee, co-
founder and CEO of Pure Hope
Foundation, a nonprofit organi-
zation mobilizing action against
the sex trafficking industry.

The film follows a fictional
teenager named Hope who is
lured into a trap, kidnapped and
forced into prostitution. It is
based on true stories.

“The powerful story of these
women portrayed through the
character of Hope shows that
healing and forgiveness are pos-
sible,” said Richie Johns, direc-
tor of “Still Hope.”

“Our prayer is that ‘Still Hope’
will give a voice and platform to
the courageous individuals who
have personally walked this jour-
ney and become a rallying cry
for those who are boldly stand-
ing with them,” Johns said.

Learn more about the film
at stillhopemovie.com. (Tracy
Riggs Frontz)





